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A PEARL FOUND AMONG 8WINE, 
T the end of the firſt a&, the 
manager begged leave to in- 
troduce a little pheonymer, whoſe os) 
cal powers exceeded all deſcription— 


and who ſhould appear to dog but 
Betſey Jenkins! 


Hadleigh inſtantly leaped on ths” 3 = 
ſtage, and, EY her in his arms, M 


* 


Vox. II. B carried 
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carried her to her aſtoniſhed friends 
ſhe ſprung round Mary's neck, who 
returned her "fondneſs with equal 
»apture, to the utmoſt ſurprize of 
the gaping audience, who unani- 
mouſly agreed ſhe muſt be a child of 
high birth, inveigled . by the 
ſhew people. 

The manager called Jenkins, who 
was engaged behind the ſcenes, to 
view the interruption his daughter 
had occaſioned—but when he beheld 
her in Miſs Godfrey's arms, he 
thought fit to make a N re- 
treat. 

n Newland's . being 


LL wholly ſatisfied with their ſhare in, 


the entertainment, exultingly de- 

parted with their prize. £ 
Betſey laughed and prattled, fay- 

ing, * ſhe thought her Miſs God- 


Ff Wy: would tetch her away, ſome day 
| | or 


E . F] 
a7: . 


THE PARSON'S WIFH 3 
ot other, from ſuch naughty folks, 
who never taught' her' to read or 
work, and beat a Gough ſhe tried 
to be a good girl.” | 

But do you not admire theſe 
fine clothes, Betſey ?”” ſaid Mrs. 
Maddel ; “you never had a cap with 
feathers and ribbons at eee 
hall. ? 
% No; returned Betſey, 77 1 
cried when they put it on, for Miſs 
Godfrey often told me, fine caps, 
or fine frocks would not make me 
good happys ſo I did not want to 
Wear it,” 1 

Mary hugged the child for hai as- 
fectionate and retentive memory. 171 

Mr. Godfrey rejoiced in an event 
ſo grateful to his daughter, and de- 
termined to ſee Jenkins, and make 
him account for committing ſuch an 
outrage - though. it was pretty obvi- 

8 B 2 1 


4 THz PARSONS WIFR, 
- ous, the gentleman, on the amend- 
ment of his health, had felt a return 
of his-paſſion for rambling— and his 
child, being a prodigy of her age, 
he, no doubt, thought ſhe would be 
an advantageous companion in 5 
rambles. . 
When Matthew fave Betſey return 
in Lady Newland's coach, he could 
- ſtarcely believe his eyes; on hearing 
from whence ſhe was recovered, he 
ſaid it was a mercy ſhe was reſcued 
from the hands of ſuch vagabonds, 
who would have bred her in their 
ovyn wicked pranks. 
Matthew was next day ſent a am- 
baſſador to the court of puppets, 
with orders to make the manager 
any reatouable amends he required, 
for the loſs of one of his company, 
and to ſummons pe Malers Mr. 


| Matthew 


THE PARSON'S wars. 5 
Matthew found Jenkins engaged 
in the rehearſal. —** Tell your maſ- 
ter,” ſaid he, I beg to be excuſed 
—he may ſee his wiſe lectures have 
no effect on me, fo he had better 
keep his breath to cool his pottage. — 
They have got the child away,“ ad- 
| ded he, by whom I expected to 
make my fortune — and I don't know 
what right they have to make a pro- 
perty of my fleſh and blood I war- 
rant Betſey would have made ſome 
figure in life had ſhe remained 
with me— for, in a little time, I 
would have got her on the ſtage, at 
the Circus @# Sadler's Wells, where, 
beſides her voice and her ear for 
muſic, which ſhe inherits from me, 
ſhe would foon have learned to dance 
and tumble 'as welt” as "hy _ of 
them. | 


ay «/Thank 


6 THE PARSON'S WII E. 
Thank God, returned Matthew, 
% you may dance and tumble by 
yourſelf, for Betſey is ſafe.— But do 
you recollect Mr. Jenkins, the little 
ſum you borrowed of me, under pre- 
tence of redeeming your cloaths? 
„ Oh! that's neither here nor 
there; fo,» my honeſt friend, you 
a go and whiſtle for it. 
The cireumſtance of lending Jon. 
live- fe guineas, Matthew had omit- 
ted mentioning to his maſter from 
two motives — he neither liked to 
publiſh his own credulity, or to in- 
cenſe Mr. Godfrey ſtill more againſt 
the offender— he looked on i his Ma {- 
texr's diſpleaſure as ſo heavy an af- 
fliction, that he would have ſaved his 
worſt enemy from its weight. _ 
1 Finding ſaucy, language was all 
he was to expect from Jenkins, he 
leſt him who, as ſoon as Matthew's 
N back 
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back was turned, ſaid, the old 

ſoul and his maſter were both an- 
gry with him then, but the next 
time he was either ſick or ſorry, if 
he made a fine tale, their ſoft hearts 
would melt and relieve him. Gl 


7 


A RE-EST ABLISHMENT AT GODEFRE Ye 
HALL. 2 62 


Mr.Godfrey fiend; ane \ Matthew's s 
report, though mild as the caſe 
would admit, that Jenkins was re- 

folved to ſhun him 
Mary prepared to leave Newland- 
bouſtg with a far lighter heart than 
ſhe arrived, though her "TO 
occaſioned ſorrow in many. x. 
Lady Newland was truly concern- 
ed to part from her friends—the vil- 
lagers were filled with regret—but ba: 
B34 young = 


| | 8 THE PARSON's WIFE, 
young Lewiſham felt more than all; 


ſuch was his affliction, he could not 


truſt himſelf to pay a farewell viſit. 


Eis father commiſerated his ſitu- 


ation, yet hoped a paſſion apparently 


ſo void of nouriſhment would ſoon de- 
cay—but love, inſpired by innate 


charms, as much as by a lovely exte- 
rior, is not encumbered by groſs par- 
ticles, which eaſily fink it—Its light, 
aſpiring nature, continues ſoaring 
whilſt memory is faithful, and can 


only know a change to friend/bip 


| bordering on yeneration. 
Mr. Godfrey's family arrived ſafe 
in London, where the Mordants and 


Mansfields heartily congratulated 


them on recovering the child—they 
only remained a few months in Pall 


Mall, and then returned to Hamp- 


ton, where they once more ſettled, 
to Mr, Godfrey's entire ſatis faction, 


who 
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who preferred home to all other 
places, having there more leiſure 
and opportunity for the reflection 
that made him valuable inthis world, 
and prepared him for a better. 
Mr. Godfrey was of an age and 
conſtitution to expect many years of 
health and ſtrength, but, from the 
hour he loſt his wife, his thoughts 
more particularly extended beyond 
this life and, though no man more 
thank fully enjoyed the bleffings 
Heaven poured in his cup, he was 
ready to reſign them for the aceom- 
pliſh ment of ſublimer hopes. 1 

Mary felt herſelf very happy at 
Hampton, but wiſhing for a little of 
the ſociety of her friend Conſtance, 
ſhe wrote to invite her and Mr. 
Mansfield to Godfrey-hall, and 
A brought her word in one of 
ö his 


- 


10 THE/PARSON'S WF E. 
his frequent viſits, that they i in · 
tended being her gueſts. 10 
Mr. and Mrs. Conway expreſſed 
great pleaſure on the return of their 
neighbours; to Godfrey-hall—and the 
Carters viſited. them on the occaſion, 
whoſe, chief ſubject of converſation 
Was Miſs Newland's nnen with 
the Chevalier. Milt! 
79 Mr. Carter aid his ſon liked the 
Sb and ſhe muſt. be à filly flirt to 
prefer a Frenchman; for which rea- 
ſon he was glad ſhe bod ſlipt through 
their fingers. 

Mrs. Carter intated guſts 
had, been uſed ill; ſaying, falſe- 
| hearted Sark ſeldom « come to any 

| good. 

To Vo No, W retorted Wit 
helmina, pertly. nor faint heart 
neyer won a fair lady.“ 


* * : 


| Au guſtus 
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Auguſtus felt a reflection in this 
ſpeech; and looked more filly than 
ee inſtead of replying to it, 
obſerved the days lengthened. 
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frey-hall, unaccompanied A x B 
huſband, who, ſhe ſaid, was WW a 
tained by ſome Mends' out of. * F 
country. 9 
Mary was glad ſuch a reaſon 452. 
peared cgent to Conſtance, who was 
chearful as uſual=but Mary could 
not, in her own mind, excuſe Manſ- 
field, for preferring any company to 
that of his wife a notion trusſy 
obſolete, —neither was wer or a 'a likely þ 
I Gſpoſition to diſcard it. 


3 6 


12 THE PARSON S, WIFE. 
Mary prudently forbore hinting 
any diſſatis faction to her friend, with 
' whom ſhe n her time in 1 


che - 
Their friends in Wales * a con- 


—B 2” 


Mrs. Mansfield produced an epiſtle 


„ from Aunt Elizabeth, which they 


py 40 Dear Nice, 
74 I would: fain RE you 


er zant of ſkill than want of af - 


Childermas-day mortally diſturbed 


cure 


* 


ſiderable ſhare in their converſation: 


of my kind love —for, although I 
am a bad pen-woman, it is better to 


«Faq on, I am glad to hear you had 
"2.good j journey—your ſetting out on 


*. if goodneſs could ſe- 
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cure you from harm, I was ſure you 
would be unmoleſted. 

66 My nephew and you are con- 
ſtantly in my thoughts, and ſo is my 
ſweet Miſs Godfrey. Pray remem- 
ber me very kindly to her; — tell her 
my dreams denote ſhe will be very 
happy—TI often hear her praiſes at 
old Lewin's—he declines apace, but 
Sally is as dutiful as ever. ” | 

« Old Jowler howled the other 
night—and the cock crowed' before 
twelve o'clock ; but brother is very 
well, and ſo am I—we hope to re- 
main hearty till we ſee you at 
Mountain Grove, and as _ aftey 
as God pleaſes. 

« With love to Charles, 1 remain 57 
your loving. . | 
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Mary regretted a worthy, ſenſible 


mind ſhould entertain ſuch abſurd 


prejudices. | 
Every one, returned Conſtance, 


e muſt have ſomething to interrupt 
their tranquillity — and imaginary 


cauſcs- often effect that, as much as 
real but a truce with ſuch trite mo- 


ralizing,” 7 
Mary eau as s the ſpoke, 


and thought ſhe perceived: in her 


countenance an: expreſſion of melan: 


eholy—but the - ſudden change he: 


gave to the ſubject, perſuaded her, if 


=, alen, was m anbei | 
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_ CONJUGAL VIRTUE: 


* Mrs, Mansfield fulfilled her en- 


gagement by going to Hampton 
n N * 


* 


THE PARSONS WIFE M5 
0 but, as Mr. Mansfield was not with 
d her, ſhe made a very ſhort ſtay: 
nor could Mary urge hes to. prolong 
9 it though, in parting from her 
t friend, her pain on the occaſion was 
7 more than ufual, becauſe ſne con- 
8 ceived her happineſs leſs than it 
— firſt appeared. — True friendſhip is 
ever anxious, it deeply penetrates 
where indifference is blind—this was 
r inſtanced. by the.truth of Mary” s con- 


F Bande E FN 
0 When at cata to Port- 
f man-ſquare, ſhe learnt that Manſ- 
0 field was out of town— the intelli- 


gence was | unwelcome; — but ſhe 
would not encourage diſcontent; left 
the traces ſhould remain on hericoun- 
tenance at his approach, in whoſe 
preſence it was ever decked with 
. ain — though, of 1 * fre- 


+ 
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16 THE PARSON'S WIE. 
quent abſences had reminded her of 


former inattention. 
It is the characteriſtic of too many 


to be neglectful when certainty f 
crowns their wiſhes.—- Mansfield ſaw MW 
his wife amiable and charming—her 1 
virtue gave him ſecurity for her : 
affection— ſo far ſatisfied, he ſerupled b 
not to mix with the gay acquaint- Ml h 
ance his ſituation procured. — One u 
party promoted another, till his own Ml r: 
engagements became ſo nu merous, he 
had no time to unite in Mrs. Manſ- af 
| "Klld's—yet the invited bis particular n. 
1 favourites to r home agreeable ; ty 
| and, when ſhe viſited ' ſuch, - aſked di 
bis company but it was a favour I th 
ſhe ſeldom obtained, and faw the ll hc 
domeſtic. comforts the —_— flee dr 
defore her. all 
The clemency ſhe hid Pr to Ml i 


| Kansfeld's foibles, as Miſs Had- 
=. 1 leigh, 


THE PARSON's WIFE. 17 
- Wl lcigh, the then exerciſed In a more 


ſuperlative degree — not only ſtri- 


ving to hide them from the n but 
* herſelf. 

1+ The ſame ſubmiſſive diſpeſition 
5 which reconciled her to relinquiſh 


him as a lover, ſupported her in 


| her preſent diſappointment—enabling 
ber to be chearful and affectionate 
when ſome would have 1 ſour ind: 
' WH ceproachful. =» 1 
Mansfield, when e a 
at homme, was on a hunting party 


turned the next day, fatigued and 
difpirited e he was engaged for 
the evening, therefore he took two 
hours repoſe— and, ſeeing him ready 
_ to ſtep into the carriage, was 

all the ſatisfaction his wife derived 
from his return. 


near Windſor, from which he re- 


Ws 
#8 


18 THE PARSONS WIFE. 
She w6uld not truſt herſelf to re- 
flect, leſt ſhe ſhould repine but 
went to drink tea with her mother, 
and afterwards paid ſome viſits of 


ceremony, which required an exer-, 


tion of ſpirits taking particular care 


to appear to her relations and ac- 


quaintance as if ee was her con- 
ſtant 1 inmate. 
Ml,ary Godfrey was one as the laſt 
perſons ſhe would have had ſuſpet 
her real ſituation, yet when ſhe 
wrote to her, ſhe betrayed a con- 
ſtraint in her pleaſantry—a parti- 
ality to indifferent ſubjects, which 
laid a ſtronger foundation for her 
a a ww TTY 
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Bowl A SUDDEN: REQUEST. 


a came one day to God. 
frey-hall, with unuſual joy depifted 


in 
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in his countenance — but Mary's 
was overſpread with ſeriouſneſs, 
when he informed her his expected 
living was become vacant, and he 
fondly hoped ſhe would not ſuffer 
him to take poſſeſſion of it alone. 

Mary was far above the affectation 
of diſguiſing a regard ſhe felt, and 
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had been induced to acknowledge— b 
yet all her ideas did not concur in 4 
I oratifying theſe hopes of Radleigh's 5 


e ſo ſuddenly exprefied, | 
Mr. Godfrey was not n at 
F Hadleigh's haſte to poſſeſs a treaſure 
h he knew himſelf to be ineſtimable— 
F but, to part from his daughter. three 
months ſooner than he expected, a 
little diſturbed his ſerenity ;—Know- 
ing, however, if he left the affair to 
her determination, ſhe would duti- 
fully conſider his ſatis faction before 
ber lover: sor her own—he generouſſy 
prevewen 
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20 THE PARSON'S WIPE. 
prevailed on Mary to give Hadleigh 
an unequivocal proof of her affection, 
by conſenting to be his the n 
week. GG 

Mr. Godfrey invariably obſerved 
the golden rule, and never required 
longer to 'confider in any caſe than 
whilſt he imagined himſelf the oppo- 
fite party, and what conduct towards 
ye would be moſt agrecable. 

Hadleigh moved with alacrity to 
inform his friends of his ſucceſs and 
| make the neceſſary preparations. 
The news that Miſs Godfrey was 
going to be married, flew Giwughont 
the neighbourhood. 
Her friends, Mr. and Mrs. Con- 
way prayed ſhe might be as happy as 
themfelves—Mitſs Carter was too en- 
vious to feel any an wiſhes on the 
| e as | 


Wilhelmina 


a and 


= 
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Wilhelmina ſaw all her young 
acquaintances entering the ſtate ſhe 
ſighed after, though ſhe did not 
poſſeſs one qualification to render it 
„ wonder, ſaid Mr. Carter, 
« when we ſhall have a wedding in 
our family—l think, Wilhelmina, we 
muſt ſhip you off before you are paſt, 
your market—unſaleable goods are 
bad ſtorew—As to you, Auguſtus, if 
you do not very ſoon ſtrike a good 
bargain, I will give up all thoughts 
of ſeeing our fortune inherited by the 
true blood. 8 1 291g * 

Only ſuffer me to oe the i 
ſaid Auguſtus, <* and I'll anſwer *. 
it I ſhall make a proper choice.“ 
Ves, brother, ſaid Wilhel- 
mina, „ you are very apt to make 


choices but then you wait for they 
Ea to court you, whilſt they re- 
ſerve 


22 THE PARSON 'S/ WIr z. 
ſerve their favours for thoſe they 
| like better for my own part, I be. 
lieve I am compoſed of different ma- 
terials from the reſt of my fex—for, 
though the men pay me the greateſt 
deference, m my diſtant conduct diſ- 
courages any thing further,” _ 
| 4. True my love,” returned Mrs. 
| Carter, 4 there is a delicacy in your 
Þþ way of thinking=—a dignity in your 
manners, that awes them, and I 
| ſhould not wonder if you were to 
— ſingle all your life.” 
Mrs. Carter might intend this 
1} peech as conſolatory to her daughter, 
but it had no ſuch effect, as Wilhel- 
& mina flounced out of the room, mut- 
ter ng. though her father called 
Her unſaleable goods, and her mother 
deſtined her to be an old maid, ſhe 
would try hard to e them alter 
thar opinion.“ 


THE 
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nE APPARITION. 


Mrs Maddel wrote to Lady News- 
and, communicating the alteration 
that was ſoon to take place in in the fa- 
milye 151.3115 4; ak 
Her ladyſhip atome the cir- 
cumſtance in the courſe of conver- 
fation, to young Lewiſham, who felt 
himſelf ſo much affected, that he ſhort- 
ened his viſit—and, hurrying home, 
he told his father, his mind was in 
ſo wretched a ſtate, that only one 
gleam of comfort remained; could 
ſee Miſs Godfrey, for five minutes, 
| ſhould,” ſaid he, be more re- 
fened—to tell her how much 1 
adore' her, would procure me the 
pleaſure of engaging her attention. in 
ſome degree — and I would take a laſt- | 

EG ing 


. i 


expedition, and made few delays til 


Ne appeared reſtleſs ic ary i in 


N e Mary 
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ing farewell, as of a friend from 
whom I was to be for ever removed,” 
Mr. Lewiſham exceedingly repro- 
bated ſuch a ſep. 
„ Diſdain,” ſaid he 6 to ſue 
for  compaſſion—forbear, by awaken- 
ing it in Miſs Godfrey's gentle 
boſom, to damp her preſent felicity,” 
But the young man perſiſted. in 
his own opinion; though his father 
ſaw his obſtinacy with concern, but 
could not vanquiſh it —wherefore 
Charles ſet forward on his romantic 


he got to Godfrey-hall, where he ar- 
nved two days before that appointed 
for the wedding. 


converſation— and, at length begged 
to ſpeak a * words to 1 God- 
. 


THE P ARSON'S WI F E. 25 : 

Mary wondered what he could - 

have to ſay, that concerned her more k 
than her friends preſent, Hay: poly ? 
obliged him. he? 1 ; a 
He then told her, in a pathetic 4 

ſtrain, the emotions ſhe had occa- | 
foned—adding, he only came to in- 1 

treat her good wiſhes, and take leave I 

of her for ever. j 

r The declaration, far Hons increaſ- i 
t ing Mary's vanity, gave her ſenſible - f 
e uneaſineſs—had not the ſolemnity of. 
0 Lewiſham's appearance diſcouraged i 
| WY her, ſhe would have tried the effect | 
. of raillery but, finding a ſerious A 
d anſwer could alone ſatisfy him, ſhe 4 
ſaid, (and ſincerity marked her ac- 3 

n cents) ſhe moſt truely wiſhed him 1 
free from every unpleaſant ſenſation, 4 


. and ſhould ever rejoice to ban of his 
happineſs. TA, ee 

5 „ nat, 

Vol. II. C & Then 
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26 THE PARSON'S WIPE 
Then Heaven bleſs you,“ re- 
turned Lewiſham, taking her hand, 


and ardently gazing on her face, 
6 lovelieſt, beſt of women, adieu!“ 


faying which, he burſt from her, and 
er the houſe. = 

' Lewitham's affecting behaviour 
rather depreſſed Mary's ſpirits.—Her 
own ſituation impreſſed grave re- 
flections to give looſe to them, 


he allied forth by moon- light, 
to walk round the pleaſure- ground, 


which, on a fine night, was fa- 


yourite practice. 


In the moſt retired hart; he was 


aldtmed by the ſudden ruſtling of a 


Le ever re n=—Put, how was her 
ior: "inereaſed, When there iſſued 
from behind it a figure, wrapt in a 


ſheve, which pronounced, ſomewhat 
indiſtinctly, the following words: 


| ; »y CY * 
e & 4 16 
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If you marry Willlam Hadleigh, 
the ghoſt of injured innocence thall 
perpetually haunt you!“ 

Mary had been wont to ſay that 
«every tongue that ſpoke but Had- 


leigb's name, ſpoke heavenly elo- 


quence,” but it was far otherwiſe at 
that dreadful moment. She flew 
from the ſound with the ſwiftneſs of 


an Atlanta, leaving the apparition 
to vaniſh in * or vF any other 


mode. 


When the 1 the Dons Wh 


was ſome time before ſhe could Ho | 


the cauſe of her fright. On hearing 


at; Mr. Godfrey was convinced ſome 


human, not ſupernatural diſturber, 


had reſolved on giving this uneaſineſs; 


the words expreſſed, having r 
bly that tendency, , . - 
He went, 'with Mat FOND to N 


the grounds — but the ſpectre having 
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Full time to eſcape, they neither ex- 


pected or met with ſucceſs, 


THE TRIUMPH oF REASON, 


The adventure was not calculated 
to raiſe Mary's ſpirits—for, when 


the ſenſes are ſo powerfully attacked, 


reaſon loſes its authority. 
She was an enemy to ſuperſtition, 
yet ſhe believed, for wiſe purpoſes, 
ſupernatural appearances might till 
be permitted. — She could not think 
any human being ſo far her foe, as 


wantonly to ſport with her peace of 


mind. 
From fach arguments ſhe ivccd 


an actual opinion, that. ſhe had either 


ſeen a ghoſt, or a ſubſtantial friend) 


informer that ſhe was about to com- 
| mit 
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mit an unjuſt act, by uniting herſelf 
to Hadleigh —yet, to think after 


ſuch a manner, was to decide him 


an injurer of innocence, whoſe moral 


virtues had been his moſt powerful 


* 


attractions. 
In fine, a variety of perplexing 


and diſtreſſing ideas, for that night, 
effectually deſtroyed her repoſe, and 


ſo far altered her uſual appearance of 
roſeate health, that, when Hadleigh 


arrived the next day, to be ready for 


the enſuing happy morn, in viewing 

Mary, his joys were damped. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mordant accompa- 
nied him but a ſhort qote from 


Mrs. Mansfield imported to Mary, 
that ſhe could not have the pleaſure 


of being preſent at her nuptials — 
another ſource of diſquiet to the 


deſtined bride.— Had Conſtance aſ- 
gue any material reaſon for her 
wy c 3 abſence, 
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30 {HOP PARSON S WIPE. 
abſence, ſhe could have borne the 
diſappointment more patiently—but, 
being left to form a judgment, the 
directly concluded ſome domeſtic 
unhappineſs rendered her friend un- 


Ht to Join them. 


Hadleigh | was made acquainted 


| with the interruption Mary had met 


with to her ropoſe—and, from the 


effect he ſaw it had on her, thought 
it an unfortunate buſineſs,-He aC« 


knowledged i it was a fright, that, to 


weak ſpirits, might have been of fa- 
tal conſequence, but hoped, as her 
conſtitution had ſurmounted it, ſhe 
would alſo allow her mind ſufficient 
ſtrepgth to reject every idea prejudi- 
cial to her peace—ſaying, he could 


make the moſt ſolemn aſſeverations, 


if the required fuch, that, inſtead of 


injuring iunecchcc, he has NEE! ſtudied 


bo projet it. Fa 


4 = . Wy * * 


3 Mary. 


THE P ARSON's$ 
Mary replied, „if the late cruel 
attack on my feelings made me doubt, 
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forgive me: —I will think it, with my 


friends, ſome art ful premeditated 
inſinuation to ſhake my telicity.—I 
will endeavour to atone for my error, 


by henceforward ſtudying to pramots 


your happineſs” 

Hadleigh gave her a token of his 
love and forgiveneſs ;—for which, 
(changing her humble ſtrain) ſhe 
called him preſuming ; ; and the reſt 
of the day was paſſed 1 in the utmoſt 
harmony. 

Hadleigh flipped out at ike: in 
hopes of catching the ſpectre on ſome 
further errand, but had not the ſatis- 
faction of encountering it: —he Was 
really anxious to detect his invidious 
enemy, and thought ſome tunes 
time wouls a. * „ 4.01 Bag 
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Lewiſham' s viſit and behaviour, 
were related to Hadleigh as rather 
remarkable; he expreſſed a friendly 
intereſt in the young man's fate, and 
ds he accidentally met him the 
night before as he was on the point 
of returning to Godfrey Cottage ;” 
adding, he perceived the traces of 
grief on his countenance, which, 
what he had then heard accounted 
for. 


PATERNAL TENDERNESS. 


The next morning Mr. and Mrs. 

Conway, and a young Lady ona 
_ viſit to them, Joined the party at 
_ Godfrey Hall, from whence they 
proceeded to church, and Hadleigh 
and Mary were indiſſolubly united. 
When Mr. Godfrey reſigned his 
daughter at the 1 he ſent forth 


5 "> an - 
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an inward <jaculation, that her huf- 
band might prize her as he did, 

It was a trying moment, to yield 
his firſt earthly bleſſing, as another 8 
claim. 

To know the chad ofhis Mary's 
fader converſe, muſt then be de- 
voted to a different object. | 

Te uod that form, the exact 
Me of his loſt wife, beaming every 
juſt idea, would only at fcanty inter- 


vals bleſs his ſight. The big tear 


rolled down his cheek, which Mary 
perceiving, accompanied with a ſhow- 
er; yet ſhe ſtrove to imprint every 
word of the ceremony on her mind; 
and when ſhe was pronounced a wife, 
the felt, as well as knew, the ſacred 
importance of the character. 

On their return from church, a ſe- 
ec band of muſick was appointed 


to  falute the company. Souls attuned. 
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to harmony and exalted by every 


virtuqus ſentiment; could not fail to 
be in- concord with the lublimeſt 


funds, 
Throughout the day Mr. and Mrs. 


| Conway. teſtified ' ſuch unfeigned 
pleaſure ſuitable to the occaſion, by 
ſprightly converſe, and heart-felt 
good wiſhes, that Mary eſteemed 
them more than ever.. 

The young lady who accompa- 


nied them, was a relation of Mr. 


Conway's, and of the ſame name,. — 


her perſon Was moſt pleaſingly inte- 


reſting, and her manners diſtinguiſh- 
ed by an artleſs gaiety, truly en- 
baeus. 


Jemima Conway was the eldeſt of 


8 a large family ;—her father had a 
place, in the city, worth about three 
aundred pounds a year; which in- 


bene he did not wholly expend, yet 
| contrived 


2 + 
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contrived that himſelf, 1 his wife, and 


fix children, ſhould make a. genteel 


appearance. __ 

Mr. Conway was ſuppoſed to be 
very generous to the younger part 
of the family, though the relation- 
ſhip was not very near, His treat- 
ment of Jemima was the moſt fi jend- 
ly to be conceived, who had Juſt com- 
menced her viſit, and proved ſo agree- 
able to both Mr. and Mrs. Conway, 
that they were reſolved not to part 


from her in a hurry: 
The party at Godfrey Hall admi- 


couraging attention they paid her, 


emanations of an innocent, happy 
heart, not the reſulting overbearing 


ſpirits from ſelf-approbation, and 


W vanity. „ 
C8 Mary 


red Jemima exceſſively. The en- 


increaſed her natural vivacity; whate 
ever the ſaid, ſeemed the cheartul 
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Mary could not be otherwiſe 


ha pleaſed with- the ſociety on this 
important day. It was made up of 
ſome. of her deareſt friends, amply 
qualified to ſupport with ſpirit and 
affection the general ſatis faction; but 


her beloved Conſtance was abſent, 
whoſe attractive merit firſt impelled 
her friendſhip. 

Mr. Godfrey . the little 
time his daughter was to remain 
with him, ſhould not be imbittered 
on his part, by repining that ſhe muſt 


leave him. 
He ſuffered her happineſs to diſpel 


8 every uneaſy thought, and felt that 
peace 1 


* * Which goodneſs | boſom: ever,” 


= 
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THE CARELESS HUSBAND, 


I regret rk the ite of Mrs. 
Mansfield obtruded on Mary's joys, 
Conſtance ſuffered a ſevere addition 


to other cares, by refuſing to attend; 


as ſhe could not give the real excuſe, 


| ſhe refrained from any. 


Mansfield had been eln home 


Four days, though he went out only 


for one; wherefore ſhe was robbed 


of her power to appear ſerene, and 
ſuſpicion ſhe was otherwiſe than 


happy, ſhe ſhunned their fight. 


Mr. and Mrs. Mordant did not 


e int appeared ſo attached. 


to home s their daughter's attrac- 


tions deſerved he ſhould be; but 


* 
* 
» 
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they allowed for his youth, and the 
_ diſſipation of the age. | 
Hadleigh had been too much at 
Hampton, to pay many viſits in 
Portman Square: he fondly loved 
his ſiſter, and hoping her felicity 
Was eſtabliſhed, with more avidity 
purſued his own: | 
The faxth day, after his * 
Mansfield returned; Conſtance wel. 
comed him as uſual. He aſked her 
&« if the had not wondered where 
he could be. 2 
1 No,” ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, „1 
only wiſhed your return, without 
endeavouring t to account for Four | 
abſence.” 
„% The buſineſs was this.” replicd 
Mansfield, throwing himſelf along 
the ſopha, and indolently drawling 
his words, as if he grudged the 


trouble of an ex planation, though 
ſuch 
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ſuch ſweetneſs imp elled it; Sir 
Harry Thornton _ 1 betted which 
could drive - firſt to Canterbury (by 
the bye I was diſtanced) from thence 
we took it in our heads to proceed to 
Dover, and then croſſed over to 
Calais, where we have dern ſhooting 
ever ſince.“ 

Another time, my ear Charles, 
(aid Conſtance) when you take 
ſuch a ſudden trip, favour me with 
a line, that T may juſt know whether 
to pray for you by ſea or by land, 
or I may change to be amongſt. thoſe 
diſtreſſed in mind.” 

« Nay, I did rigs my dear, but 
unluckily when I thought the letter 
had reached you, I found it ſafe in 
my coat pocket.“ 

That he had written, was how 
conſolatory circumſtance, to 


5 ing her hand, ſaid, they would 


3 „ 
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his amiable wife, from ſhewing he 


| recolle&ed ſuch a perſon exiſted. 


Mansfield remained at home the 


| reſt of the day, which likewiſe pleaſ- 
ed her,” but he was, joined by com- 


pany in the evening, not much 
adapted for her ſociety 

Conſtance let ſome hoard paſs be. 
fore ſhe could mention to her. huſ- 


band her brother's wedding, leaſt he 
ſhould feel a reproach in his having 
| ſaid away; but the was convinced 


on her part, the merely abſented her- 
ſelf i in conformance to her own feel 
ings + far, very far from wiſhing to 


injure his; yet erdbeer ſu gelte | 


right. 

Mansfield ſeemed wholly conſci- 
ous of having by his inconſiderate 
conduct unfitted her for the company 
of her friends, and affectionately tak- 
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go together and viſit the new mar- 


' ried couple.” 


Conſtance, elated at bis words and 
manner, propoſed to go ſoon, as her 


brother and ſiſter were only to re- 


main a fortnight longer at Godfrey 
Hall. The next day was appointed 
by Mansfield, and Conſtance joyfully 
anticipated embracing Mary as a ſiſter, 
who was already endeared to her by 
the tendereſt friendſhip. | 

Mansfield did not change his mind 
in the ſpace of fourteen hours, and 
they arrived at Hampton to complete 
the univerſal joy. 

Mary forgot any apology had TEA 
requiſite on the part of Conſtance, | 
who was careful not to inform the 
company her huſband had been, in 
France, while ſhe was expecting 
him every hour at home; and that, 
although he had written to her on 

the ' 
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the occaſion, he put his letter in bis 
pocket inſtead of the poſt. 
Indeed the preſent ſatis faction diſ. 
tanced every care, and ſo irradiated 
her countenance, that Mary re- 
proached herſelf for entertaining no. 
tions that her friend's tranquillity 
was invaded... 


THE POWDER BOX. 


The joy on the wedding day was 
confined to their own immediate cir- 
cle, but the remainder of the fort- 
night to be paſſed by the bride and 
bridegroom at Godfrey Hall. was 
dedicated to a more gene ral feſtivity ; ; 
and ſuch popular acts of goodneſs, 
as are ever grateful to heaven, and 


calculated to | enſure a continuance 
| of 
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beamed propitious. 


mired, except where envy blinded 
the. judgment. 


reſpe&t to Miſs Carter, or whether 
the frivolty of her ideas diſqualified 
her for drawing juſt concluſions, 
but ſo it was, that ſhe beheld Mary's 
felicity, and heard her praiſes with 


ſhe, with any degree of compoſure, 
arange her finery to accompany her 
family in the bridal viſit. 

. If her mother ſpoke to her, Wil» 


y helmina anſwered her. ſo ſnappiſhly, 
id | 
e * Mrs, Carter PY only congratu · 
| 1 1525 lated 


of thoſe bleſſings, which already 
Surrounding families of äültinction 
evinced an impatience to viſit the 


bride, whoſe deportment in her mais 
den ſtate, had been reſpected and ad- 


Whether ſuch was Hg caſe tle 


unconquerable averfion ; nor could 


/ 9 
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lated herſelf on retaining her noſe, 
but returned thanks for the ſafety of 
A 

The unfortunate bir-drefſer was 
diſmiſſed in diſgrace, and Auguſtus, 
on enquiring if ſhe was ready, fa. 
luted with a whole box of powder 
on his face, and, ſtill worle, on his 
laſt new coat, _ 
Now Miſs, (faid be) 111 tell 
of your tricks in Mr. Godfrey 
ſhrubbery;“ and much incenſed ran 
(with his coat like a miller's, and 
his face ghaſtly both with powder 
and paſſion) to his mother, who 
ſcreamed at his appearance; but on 
learning the cauſe of it, her fright 
was changed to dread leſt his father 
ſhould ſee him, therefore adviſed 
him to alter his dreſs directly. 5 
Auguſtus was hurrying out of 


2 the room for the. 9 and in his 
| haſte 


* : 
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haſte brothed . againſt his father, 
who was entering, which, of courſe, 
communicated a large quantum of 
powder to Mr. Carter's dark ſuit ; 
who, without conſidering himſelf, ſta- 


red at his ſon; * hey-dey! (ſaid he) 


J have heard you have been puppy 
enough to ſhake powder on the 
ſhoulders of a new coat, — but is it 
the bon to be whitened from head 
to foot? a 


If the me of ſauff had 


been equal to that of ſuch vile 
droſs, we ſhould ſoon have made a 


n and no thanks to the W 


in the lottery.” 

Auguſtus and his mother left Mr. 
Carter to finiſh his harangue by 
himſelf; it brought on a train of re- 


flections, which enveloped him in 


his own conſequence — his wig was 
puſhed o on one ſide in the rencontre, 
and 


— 
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and his cloaths in the ſtate deſcribed; 
To that with his gold lace waiſtcoat, 
and dark countenance, his appear. 
ance, as he paraded about the room, 
was not unlike that of a very fine 
chimney ſweeper on May- day. 
Wilhelmina entering in all the 
outward. pomp of feathers, flowers, 
and flounces, and all the inward 
: littleneſs of pride and envy, inter- 
rupted her father's cogitations; in 
viewing him, ſhe began to think he 
muſt have met the fate deſigned for 
her brother, but ventured to aſk him 
4 if he would not have his coat 
bruſhed; when his eyes were 
opened to the occaſion for it, he 
raved at all fools and coxcombs, 
' threatened Auguſtus with a cane- 
ing, and as he brandiſhed the wea- 
pon, it caught in one of Wilhel- 


5 * 8 111- faſtened flounces, which, 
Yb 


— 
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47 
with her impatience, became more 
and more entangled, ſo that by the 
time it was repaired, and their paſ- 
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ſions cooled, it was quite late; and 


when they arrived at Godfrey Hall, 
2 large company was aſſembled, 
amongſt which they entered, with 
the remains in their faces of the do- 


meſtick hurly-burly, in addition to 


their uſual aukwardneſs. 


THE PROOF POSITIVE. 


Mr. Godfrey had not mentioned 
ſuen a ſuppoſition, but from Miſs 
Carter's invidious conduct to Miſs 


Worſley, and the tenor of her man- 


ners, he had ſome idea ſhe was tlie 
author df his Mehta 8 alarm, pews 
rious to her marriage. 5 » 


5 4 Tf 
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It was natural he ſhould with 3 
diſcovery, as every occuring inci. 
dent to thoſe we love is intereſting, 
He did not think he ſhould be 
juſtiſied in taxing Miſs Carter une- 
quivocally with the buſineſs ; he 
therefore only introduced it in con- 
verſation, imagining if her counte- 
nance was more honeſt than her 
actions commendable, it would con- 
firm or leflen his conjectures. 

The ſubje&t immediately drew 
forth every proof he could with; 
for Wilhelmina not only coloured 
ſuſpiciouſly, but Auguſtus, with 
more haſte than wit, exclainted, 
«© I thought it would come out;— 
but I did not tell, though you de- 
ſerved it. N 
„What! did Miſs Carter feign 
the ghoſt ?“ uttered ſeveral voices. 
. 2 


THE PARSON 's WIFE 49 


The fact was beyond her power 
to deny, —Mary was the only per- 
ſon who did not enjoy her confuſtonz - 
ſne aroſe from her ſeat with dignity 
and condeſcenfion ſo ſweetly blend- 


ed, that the awe the one inſpired, 


ſubſided in the aſſurance the other 
| gave of gentle clemency drawing 
Miſs Carter aſide, ſhe intreated her, 


with friendly earneſtneſs, to refign 


ſuch practices, which could only (as 


in the preſent inſtance) end in her 
own diſgrace ;—Mary ſpoke ſo far 


in a very low voice, but added, aloud, ' 
« Miſs Carter had made ſufficient - 


apologies for her joke, therefore, ſhe 


hoped the company would have the 


goodneſs to drop the ſubject.“ 


The requeſt was inſtantly compli. if 


ed with; but Wilhelmina remained 
gloomy, and irreſolute whether to 
depart or fit ſtill ; ſhe ſtaid however, 


Vor, 4 |» BE with 


— 


. 
— — 42 af A Cath mars Ras” 44 * - — po — 2 — _- i a N W — — r — —— — 8 1 —— = 
2 25 ig > IG * IZ 2 8 £4 * — IN E n * Oy MESSE . 9 I; — - Ne ET — . - — 
— * . e Do R — T Tk \ PW + * 9 
e * n e — — . 3233 F — 
N n 2 * 1 £4 — 6x; SIO "> £ — : k K "WE r — 
99 E. a ,_ 4 4 4 or * — T as 2 2 a n 
- b 
% * == 
2 _ me K 


8 : 
„ 


50 THE PARSON 'Ss WII B. 


with her parents till the uſual hour 


of retiring, but in her way home, 
| the did not find them ſo conſiderate 
as ſhe had found Mrs. Hadleigh ;— 
her father called her mean ſpirited, 
for being a ſnake in the graſs; © It 
degraded her ane and ex pecta- 
tions.“ 


60 Indeed. Wilhelmina, ſaid Mrs, | 


Carter, & | can hardly excuſe you; 
ſuch delicate ſpirits as you ſee in 


your own family, ſhould have de- 


terred you from alarming others; but 
youthful: vivacity * in innoceni 
frolicks.“ 
: Wilhelmina was too ſulky t. to an- 
ſwer, and Auguſtus obſerved a pro- 
found ſilence, leſt he ſhould be 
brought into a further dilemma. 
Mary was in general thought too 
un. Maſs Carter,—mmoit of the 


1 cell» 
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gentlemen execrated her, ſaying, 
« the deſerved to be baniſhed to 
ſome houſe, ſuppoſed to be haunted, 
and there remain till her own fears 
were the death of her.“ | 

Miſs Conway ſaid, that 3 
be inhuman— but ſhe would have 
her compelled to walk in Kenſington, 
Gardens in the fame dreſs the had 
exhibited in the ſhrubbery ; though 
to be capable of offending Mrs. Had - 
Feegh, appeared to Jemima Conway, 
inconſiſtent with every admiring ſen- 
timent, which captivating: good hu- 
mour inſpires, and virtue exalts to 
the moſt lively eſteem ;—ſuch were 
the emotions Jemima felt in Mary's 
favour, and. the vivacity of her ac- 
tions quickly betrayed her thoughrs 
with Peculiar energy. * | 
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THE CONVERT, 


Mr. and Mrs. Mansfield remained 
three days at Hampton, and Con- 
ſtance, delighted by her huſband's 
condeſcenfion, with unvaried cheer- 
fulneſs accompanied him to London ; 
but he left her in the evening of 
their return to Portman Square, to 
ſhew himſelf to the world. 
She took up a favourite author, 
as the only converſation worthy to 
ſucceed that ſhe had quitted ; but | 
ſhe rambled from the ſubject beforc 
her, to thoughts which ſeemed more 
particularly to demand her attention. 
In her huſband's paſſion for variety, MW 
the had only till that moment la- p 
mented -the loſs of his * t 
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but the further conſequences of diſ- 
ſipation then, ſeemed at once ** 
to her view. 125 

She knew his circumſtances, 
though ſplendid, were unequal to 
the immenſe ſums ſhe judged he 


expended 5 and ſhe feared alſo, his 


health would ' ſuffer from his con- 
ſtant innovations on the hours ap- 
pointed for reſt. How to remedy 


the latter evil ſhe was at a loſs, but 


the former ſhe reſolved to leſſen, by 
a retrenchment in her own expences. 
She felt inclined to try the force of 


gentle reaſoning, for though ſhe held 
it a point of duty to ſcreen his 
faults from the world, and love pal- 


lated them to herſelf, yet might it 


not argue inſenſibility to be totally 


paſſive ? Therefore, the firſt oppor- 
tunity, Conſtance mildly and briefly 
. ex- 
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-expatiated to Mansfield, on the ad. 
vantages of prudence, in the moſt 
exalted ſpheres. 


With a fingular judgment, ſhe ſ 
effectually mingled remonſtrances 
and affection, that Mansfield could 
not interrupt the voice of the 
charmer.“ The honeyed accents of 
his Conſtance took an immediate 
courſe to his heart, and rouſed al 
the tenderneſs that had ſeemed dor. 
mant, 

The truths ſhe uttered illumined 
her eyes, and the charms of her 
mind and perſon reptoved him more 
than her words. 

„A ſecond time, Conftance? 
ſaid he, „ behold me penitent ;— 
you have taught me to prize poſſeſ. 
fron more than expectation.—] ſec 
felicity, independent of your love 


and approbation, is a vain ſhadow 
I will 


4 


her departure from Godfrey-hall. 
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will ceaſe to purſue it, and am, 
more than ever, your own. — To 
ſhew you I am in earneſt, we will 
| ſettle in the country, near your bro- 


ther, whoſe example will be of ſer- 

vice to me, and his wife's oGiety a 

happineſs to you.“ 
Conſtance, by a ſhower of tears, 


exprefled her rapture.— She then ſut- 
fered tears to relieve her heart, 
though, as tymptoms of ſorrow, 


ſhe had forborne to ſhed any. 
She wrote to Mary their intention 
of ſpeedily viſiting the rectory, in 


order to ſeek a reſidence, and become 


their neighbours ; which pleaſing in- 
formation (and as unexpected as 


pleaſing) Mary received, the day of 
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THE FAREWELL, 


ly revived Mary, on quitting her 


fered to accompany her, but ſhe re- 
ſiſted the maternal propoſition in fa- 


— ——— — oye oc odtins yp. — 2 es — —̃ — — * — 


little Betſey, with whom ſhe knew 
he was frequently diverted. 
Her own maid was the only one of 
'the family fixed on to attend her ; 
the reſt of the AI were incon- 
_  folable. | : 
When the carriage drove' t0 the 
door, Matthew declared he could not 


ſay it was ready, and even flew from 


the view of it, though he could not 
fly from his own ſorrow. 


Mrs. Mansfield's letter opportune- 


father's houſe. Mrs. Maddel of. 


vour of her father — neither would 
ſhe, at that time, deprive him of 


SA. e of 
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Mrs. Maddel ſtruggled to ſup- 
port herſelf, that ſhe might the 
better comfort Mr. Godfrey and her 
dear girl, who ſprung alternately 
from one to the other, beſeeching a 
continuance of their love, and their 
prayers that, ſhe might ever deſerve 

it. a 

Mr. Godfrey ſtrained her. to his 
boſom, unable to ſpeak—when ut- 
terance was granted, he gave her to 
Hadleigh, bidding them be virtuous 
and happy,. and e to viſit them 
ſhortly, _ 

The compoſure her father aſſumed, 
gave Mary reſolution to bid him 
tenderly farewell, and Hadleigh led 
her to the carriage, drowned in tears. 
He hoped ſoon to wipe them away, 
though he expected her grief to be in 
proportion to a love ſo truly filial. 
for which he . honoured her, and 
WA ©. Ty” 
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juſtly drew from it the moſt tran. 


ſporting concluſions — for well he 
knew, that the heart that requited 


a parent' s tenderneſs, was beſt qua. 
lified to do juſtice to a huſband's, 

But Mary did not long remain 
inſenſible to Hadleigh's ſtudion; 
kindneſs — intereſting converſe be. 


guiled her ſorrow— and, as it were, 
' ſhortened the journey, which they 
were a day and a half performing, 


and then arrived at G % 
G ſhire. 


They found the reQory an anci- 


ent, but large and commodious build. 


ing. 


The late incumbent had furniſhed 


tit in a convenient and elegant ſtyle; 
and the furniture, if approved, wa 


to be purchaſed on the premiſes, 


| which Hadleigh and his wife looked 
on as an agreeable cirumſtance 


3 Mary 
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Mary was alſo pleaſed with the ſitu- 


ation, as being both romantic and 


chearful, abounding with beautiful 


proſpects, which promiſed delightful 
ſcope for her pencil. 

Mary was particularly happy in 
her views from nature. Her parent- 
al inſtructor made her diſdain to 
copy from any but the Grand Deli- 
neator of the Univerſe nor would 
he ſuffer her to follow creative fancy, 
which, he ſaid, where there was 
any genius, was too boundleſs to 
aſſiſt in forming a juſt taſte. 


THE FAIR VISITOR, 


Mary wrote to her father the hour 
after her arrival, and conveyed to: 


him ſuch ſentiments as confirmed 
D 6 the 
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the reſignation with which he already 
bore her abſence. 


The hours ſhe had been accuſtomed 


"to charm his ſoul with melody, he 
devoted to anticipating future com- 
forts, when a lovely offspring might 
multiply his Mary's virtues, and 
bleſs: his declining years. 

Thoſe hours ſhe was wont to 
* with him on horſeback, he de- 
dicated to viſiting the favourite ob- 
jects of his benevolence. | 


At other times, he inſtructed her 


little charge, as an act he knew 
would be highly grateful to her; 
and Betſey amply requited his pains, 
by prattling on his beloved theme in 
artleſs, affectionate ſtrains, 

When he converſed with Mrs, 
Maddel, indifferent ſubjects imper- 
eeptibly led to the firſt object of 
their mutual thoughts—ſo that if 

x Mary 
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Mary was corporeally abſent from 
Godfrey-hall, a full and perfect idea 
of her was ever preſent. 

Matthew laid a plate for her three 
days ſucceſſiyely, after her departure, 
and broke two, of them in his grief, 
at recollecting ſhe, was not there. 

The neighbours, particularly Mr. 
and Mrs. Conway, made a point of 
paying Mr. Godfrey every attention 
the alteration in his family ſcemed to 
demand. _ 

Miſs Conway accompanied her 
relations in their viſits—Mr. Godfrey 
and, Mrs. Maddel thought they per- 
ceived a, great ſimilarity in her diſ- 
poſition to Mary's; — ſo much were 
they pleaſed with Jemima, that they 
requeſted Mrs. Conway to ſpare her 
to them for a few weeks, if ſuch a 
change would be agreeable to herſelf, 

it could not be otherwiſe to one ſo 
ambitious 
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ambitious of improvement—ſhe way 
perfectly aware that the elegant 
ſenſe and expertence of her new 
friends would expand her ideas— 
nor feared any moroſe auſterity that 
might check thegaiety of her heart— 
on the other hand, her company 
was conſidered as a valuable acqui- 
fition at Godfrey-hall. 

Mr. Godfrey ſometimes queſtion 
ed her relative to her family, from 
motives to ſerve it, if in his power. 
She faid, ſhe had one brother 
with an attorney, and deſigned to 
follow the law, if her father could 
accompliſh the intention ; — two 
younger brothers at ſchool—and two 
ſiſters, ſtill younger, at home with 
her mother, who was doing her beſt 
to make * as god as Nui. 


6 If 
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«© Tf the facceeded,”” Mr. God- 
frey kindly ſaid, any parent might 
be ſatisfied.” “ 

Jemima bluſhed, for having, as it 

were, extorted a compliment, and 
diffidently replied, her mother was 
ſo good herſelf, ſhe was intitled to 

all the encomrums her children mct 
with. 

Mr. Godfrey and Mrs. Maddel 
could eaſily conceive the worth of a 
woman, whoſe ſole care had formed 
ſo amiable a girl, and they felt de- 
ſirous of being introduced to the fa- 
mily. 

The gifts of fortune were ever 
looked on by Mr. Godfrey in an in- 
ferior ligt. 
Pomp and equipage,” he aid, 
« might gnity riches, but did not 
ſtamp merit,” 
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Souls, glowing with innate vir. 
tue—contented with a bare ſuffici- 
ency—were the unfailing ma, nets 
for his eſteem, _ 


AMBITION. 

Mary was literally married and 
ſettled in the co untry.— In her nine- 
teenth year ſhe rejected the charms of 
faſhion—the gay privileges of afflu- 
ence, to become a parſon's wife to 

be doomed to a conſtant reſidence in 
the parſonage-houſe, which, though 
adorned with every ad vantage a good 
benefice and independent fortune 
could beſtow; would have been called, 
I a fine lady, a gloomy manſion, 
Uttle better than the tombs its 
- windows overlooked. 

But Mary arranged her houſhold 

with far other thoughts—yet was 

7 435 ſhe 
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ſhe no ſtranger to ambition ;—her 
heart glowingly aſpired to be the 
ſhepherdeſs of her huſband's flock— 
to ſecond the truths 1n the cottage, 
he advanced in the pulpit. 

Both Hadleigh and herſelf illuſ- 
trated their theory by practice, and 
ſhortly gained the hearts of the pa- 
riſhioners. 
They were fortunate in the ſoci- 
ety G afforded—for, except- 
ing one ſporting ſquire, too much 
addicted to his bottle—and a couple, 
given to wrangling in company, and 
fighting when alone, their neighbours 
were worthy, pleaſant folks. 

6 being rather extenſive, 
it raiſed an aſſembly, and, ſome- 
times concerts, ſo that the new mar- 
ried pair were not totally ſecluded 
from diverſions, though they had 


ever thoſe reſources in themſelves, 
which 
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which give charms to retirement and 
make each hour fleeting. 
Hadleigh's diſpoſition was peculi. 
arly ſuited to a tranquil, domellic 
life—indeed, a native ſcriouſnets had 
determined hrm in his profeſſion, 
No ſordid lucre could have tempt. 
ed him to the gown, whoſe mbheri. 
tance, of itſelf, was ſufficient to gra 
| tify every wiſh, 
1 His wife's conduct and tenderneſ, 
| and the efteem ſhe univerſally at. 
nn; indelibly marked that he: 
« price was far above rubies.” 
His living and pariſhioners were all 
he could expect. 
Hearing from Godfrey- hall, Mary 
ceonſidered as one of her firſt plea 
ſures ;—ſhe rejoiced to hear her fi 
ther and Mrs. Maddel were enliven- 
ed by Miſs Conway's company — 
ſhe never failed to remind them of 
their 
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, and 


their promiſe to viſit G 


| hoped, as ſummer advanced, to ſec 


them, 
Mr. and Mrs. Mansfield ſhe ex- 
pected daily; and, to confirm the 


proſpect of their fixing near her, a 
commodious houfe was to he vacated 
the next quarter-day, which ſeemed 


as if it would exactly (uit them — 


but, knowing they had promiſed to 
re viſit Mountain-grove, the Had- 


leighs did not ſuppoſe they would 
ſettle in G 


turn from thence; 


In the interim, Mary's time was 


very agreeably planned hoping to 


ſee her father, Mrs. Maddel, and 


Mr. and Mrs. Mordant—to have their 
valued approbation of her conduct 


as a wife, and to communicate the 


happineſs ſhe experienced in that 


character. 


THE 


ſhire, till their re- 
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THE GRANDMOTHER, 


Betſey Jenkins being ſafe at God. 
frey-hall, and very frequently in the 
thoughts of her amiable patroneſs, 
it once more appeared eligible to an- 
nounce her exiſtence to her mother“ 
parents. 

Wherefore Mary wrote, according 
to the addreſs Jenkins had given her, 
ſignifying the had a child under her 
protection, whoſe near 1 elaim- 
ed their affection. 

In a leſs time than ſhe l an 
anſwer, ſhe was informed an elder- 
ly gentlewoman requeſted to ſpeak 
with her. 

The rude hand of care ſeemed 


to have furrowed a cou tenance na- 
13 urally 


THE PARSON's WIFE, 69 
turally placid—and lingering fick- 
neſs to have emaciated the perſon, 
who ſaid her name was Daviſon, and 


ſhe was come to behold the only re- 


mains of her loſt child. 
Mary felt all the impending diſ- 
appointment, when ſhe informed 


her that Betſey was at Hampton 


but, in the ſame inſtant, propoſed 
ſending for the child — entreating 


Mrs. Daviſon's company whilſt her 


woman took the journey. 

Since you are ſo good, Madam,“ 
ſaid Mrs. Daviſon, I will accept 
your kind offer my ſtrength is un- 


equal to any further fatigue, for 1 


am much exhauſted, and not able to 


ſpeak my gratitude for your preſerva- 


tion of my grandchild- I can only 


tell you that the charitable deed will 


be the means of ſoftening my dying 


moments, which have been haſten- 
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ed by the uncertainty of my daugh- 
ter's fate ;3—your letter,“ ſhe added, 
« was the firſt news I heard of her 
death—and, though it is agony to 
ſay I rejoiced in ſuch an event, it 
cannot be ſurprizing, when I knew 
death or wandering, the partner of 
a wretched vagrant, muſt be her 
doom—for my huſband remained 
implacable towards herſelf, though, 
thank God, his wrath does not ex- 
tend to her child, which he is anxi- 
ous to ſee as I am, and equally 
thankful to you.” 

Mary diſclaimed all thanks, ſay- 
ing, her rewards were ſuperior to 
her deſerts—nevertheleſs Mrs. Davi- 
ſon. could not avoid conceiving ex- 
alted ideas of ne who had ſo bene- 
freially relieved her daughter, and 
cheriſhed the infant. 


Mary's 
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Mary's readineſs to diſpatch a meſ- 
ſenger to Hampton, and exertions to 
make Mrs. Daviſon comfortable in 
the mean time, all tended to confirm 
the benignity of her character. 

In ſhort, three days reſt from the 
fatigue of her journey, and the con- 
ſolatory converſation of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hadleigh, rendered the good wo- 
man better prepared than at firſt, 
for the joy of beholding her grand- 
1 

The meeting was a ſcene only 
thoſe can conceive, whoſe only child 
has repaid their indulgence by for- 
laking their roof, and met a ſevere, 
but not, unjuſt puniſhment, in a life 
ſhortened by miſery, and ended in 
afflicting penitence. 

Thoſe who view the offspring of 
ſuch a child, humane ly protected 
from want and vice, may judge of 
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Mrs. Daviſon's feelings, when ſhe 
folded Betſey in her arms. 

Thoſe capable of aſſociating with 
grief and preſerving innocence, may 
partake of Mary's compenſating emo- 
tions, enjoying a full conviction that 
the gratifications of well doing, as 


far exceed thoſe of the ſenſualiſt 
and ſelfiſh, as the extenſive hope of 


bliſsful eternity triumphs over the 


ſhallow limited poſſeſſion of tempo- 
ral joys. | 


WHAT YOU WILL, 

Mary was happy to find Mrs, 

Daviſon had no wiſh to withdraw 
Betſey from her care, 


Mrs. Daviſon poſſeſſed a ſuperior 
underſtanding, that had not been ill 


| cultivated ;—it was therefore very 


8 . clear 
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e clear to her, that her grandchild 
muſt materially ſuffer by any change 

h of ſituation ; the attentions beſtowed 

on her were fo coveted by the high 

born and affluent, and above all by | 

t the virtuous. 


$ Mrs. Daviſon only requeſted the 
child might be ſpared her for a ſhort 
f time, to win her grandfather's love, 
: who was both willing and able to 


provide for her in a manner ſome- 
what ſuitable to her education. A 
requeſt ſo reaſonable, Mary cheer- 
fully acquieſced in. 
 « Betſey ſaid ſhe had rather her 

WH grandmother ſtayed there;“ yet ac- 
. WH companied her willingly, becauſe ſhe 
7 loved every body who Kiſſed her 
and ſpoke kind words. 

Mary was at length perfectly eaſy 
on a ſubject that had ſome time 
dwelt on her mind, 
Vol, II, E = 
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Mr. and Mrs. Mansfield arrived 
the day after Mrs. Daviſon's depar. 
ture, and received a joy ful welcome 
from Hadleigh and. Mary. 

Conſtance evinced a flow of ſpi- 
rits that unequivocally betokened 
ſhe was happy ;—indeed, in her life, 
ſhe had never been more ſo. 

When Mansfield firſt addreſſed 
1 ſhe believed him fincere, and 
formed pleaſing anticipations; but 
thoſe he interrupted—yet left her 


more concerned that he ſhould act 


unworthy, than at her own ſuffer- 
ings. 
Again was ks re-inſtated in her 


good opinion, but experience made 


her apprehenſive. 

Not till ſhe: became. his with were 
thoſe apprehenfions: realized, when his 
conduct muſt aſſuredly be the ſource 
of her ſweets and bitters ;— alas 


the 
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the bitters ſickened on her palate, 
but like many nauſeous potions, ope- 
rated favourably :—they drew from 
her effective remonſtrance, and, 
Mansfield became the huſband that 
the heart formed for conjugal fe- 


licity muſt rejoice in. 


Theſe points comparatively and 
ultimately conſidered, pronounced 
Conſtance the happy creature the 
had hoped (but hardly expected) to 
be, and qualified her to partake un- 
alloyed, the tranquil joys of G 
Rectory, where ſocial ſpirited con- 
verſe pourtrayed unreſerved genius: 
well - ordered plenty adorned the 
board, and where religion was not 
diſmayed by the politeſt gueſts. AN 

For arrayed in lier moſt lovely 
garb, ſhe was gracefully ſupported 
by the elegant forms of Hadleigh, 

Raub 14. and | 
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and his Mary, each diſpenſing her 
enlightening rays as a duty ac. 
_ cording with their ſtations and with 
their HEARTS, 


THE HARPSICHORD, 


Miſs Conway continued at God- 
frey Hall, and was conſidered as a 
pleaſing, though none could be a 
perfect, ſubſtitute for its late miſ- 
treſs. | | 515 
Jemima's diſpoſition bore a reſem- 
blance to Mary's, but thoſe ele- 
gancies of education, in which Mr. 
Godfrey had inſtructed his daughter, 
Mr. Arthur Conway had not leiſure 
(had he had abilities) to beſtow on 
his; and his circumſtances would 
not admit of affording maſters ; ſo 
that, except dancing, (which every 
I petty 
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r petty tradeſman thinks requiſite for 
his children) Jemima could only 
1 boaſt of a grammatical knowledge 
of her own language, and all the 
myſteries of the needle, for in thoſe 
her mother could well inſtru&t her; 
but at Godfrey-Hall, where her tims 
was wholly her own, and a tempt- 
ing harpſichord continually in her 
vew—her genius, naturally ſoaring, 
expanded its wings, and with a lit- 
tle of Mr. Godfrey's inſtruion, ſhe 
ſhortly attained an inſight into mu» 


might aſpire to. | 
Jemima wrote exultingly to her 
mother of this new acquiſition. 


ſo WM uſeful, not the ornamental, ſhould 


y a be 


ſick, that experienced Fan 


e Mrs. Conway anſwered, that ſhe 
n WM '<joiced to find her dear girl active 
din improving, but reminded her the 
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98 THE PAKRSON's WIr IL. 
adding, „that 
the want of an inſtrument to practice 
on, when ſhe returned home, would 
be amongſt the deficiencics already 
to be apprehended under her own 
roof, contraſted with her couſin; 
or Godfrey Hall.“ 

Jemima's heart was ever r open to 
her mother's. better reaſon, thougl 
it was her nature to enjoy the pre. 


27 


ſent moment, as innocent ſportful. 


neſs dictated, without fore ſoeing fu- 
ture diſquiets, and aan only 


to paſt comforts. bre 
Jemima had always been very 


well ſatisſted at home, where if the 


ſucceeded in her attempts to leſſen 
domeſtiek cares, and her own in- 
genuity could execute thoſe parts 
of dreſs others purchaſed at a dear 


rate, the deſired no more. 
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If ſhe could not frequent the thea- 


tres, a peruſal of the beſt dramatic 
authors was attainable, and a hvely 
imagination gave animation and aC- 
tion to the characters. 


Her couſins, Mr. and Mrs. Con- 


way, once took her to the Opera, 
where ſhe thought herſelf in Elyſium, 
but ſhe only remembered its delights, 
to enjoy, the 1dea of what ſhe had 
ſeen, without ſighing for a future 


repreſentation ; from whence ſhe 
concluded, when ſhe returned from 
Hampton to Blackfriars-Road, a 
charming retroſpective would in- 
create the pleaſure her own family 
ever afforded, and give a fillip to 


con vor ſation. 
Relinquiſhing tlie | Harpſichord 


ſeemed inevitable; however, Jemima 
conſoled herſelf, if ſhe could attain 


one, it might interfere with more 
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material occupations, by engroſſing 
too much of her attention; yet ſhe 
did not regret having tried her ſkill, 
for the trial had produced Mr. God. 
frey's inſtructions. Jemima was an 
inſtance that friendly attentions, 


from the worthy and judicious, fo | 


far from injuring proper humility, 
infuſe certain particles of ſelf ap- 
probation, which are requiſite to 
give a ſpirit to our actions, and in- 
ſpire emulation. 


Mr. Godfrey thinking their young | 


friend would like to ſee her parents, 
and hoping to detain her as his 
gueſt, ſome time longer, propoſed 
that Mrs. Maddel and ſhe, ſhould 
make them a viſit,—a motion high- 
ly grateful to Jemima. 


 PRUDENCE 
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PRUDENCE AND CONTENT, 


Jemima knew her mother too 
well to imagine the appearance of 


Mr, Godfrey's carriage would cre- 


ate any buſtle. 


To be clean and neat in the plain 


garb ſuited to their circumſtances, 
from the time ſhe roſe, till ſhe re- 


tired to reſt, was an invariable rule 
with Mrs. Conway, reſpecting her- 


ſelf and children ; and her houſe, 


though but juſt large enough to hold 
their own family, always bore the 


ſame marks of good enen 
and decorum. 


She was found at work with ka 


two young daughters, by Mrs. Made 
del and Jemima, who, after affec- 


E 5 tionate 
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tionate embraces, introduced her 
kind friend. | 
Mrs, Conway received Mrs. Mad. 
del as one whoſe attentions to her 
daughter demanded gratitude, and 


Whoſe appearance impelled reſped. 


She faid, „ the ſhould alſo have 


been very happy to ſee Mr. Godfrey,” 


„And Mr. Godfrey wiſhes, madam, 
t6 ſee you,” ſaid Jemima ; * he ha 


conceived a few odd notions of your 
prudence, and good ſenſe, which he 


thinks a perſonal acquaintance with 
you will confirm; therefore I have 


brought you an intention to God- 
frey Hall, and one for my father alſo, 


whom I am impatient to behold.” 

Mrs. Conway faid, „ the was in- 
finitely obliged to Mr. Godfrey, as 
her huſband would be, whom ſhe 


expected to dinner.“ 
Mrs, 
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Mrs. Maddel, in a ſhort time, was 
prepared to be as well pleaſed with 
Mr. Conway, as with the reſt of the 
family, for the hours preceding din- 
| ner were paſſed in the molt friendly 
unreſerve. | 
Mrs. Conway told Mrs. Maddel 
« that her huſband was the youngeſt 
of three brothers, and procured his 
N preſent poſt with the dividend of 
x his father's effects; he might, (ſhe 
ſaid) have married more advantage- 
ouſly, but her diſpoſition ſuited his 
taſte, and though ſhe had no fortune, 
they were united; but the endea- 
voured to atone for ſuch a deficiency, 
by conforming to his idea of educa- 
ting their children as decently as 
they could at a ſmall expence, and 
by economical management, to 
as much as poſſible out of three hun- 
dred eg a year. That they op- 
. ed 
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ed to ſee their ſons in a line not only 
to do for themſelves, but able to in- 
creaſe the little it would be i in their 
power to leave their girls.“ 
Mrs. Maddel highly commended 
a plan fo prudently digeſted, and 
thought, though ſhe did not ſay fo, 
that in Mr. Godfrey they would find 
a friend both willing and able to 
aſſiſt in the advancement of their 
children, 48, 
Mr. Conway arrived, as expected, 
to dinner, and teſtified great plea- 
ſure in finding ſuch gueſts, Mrs. 
Maddel perceived that Jemima, in 
her gaiety, moſt reſembled her father, 
whoſe chearful welcome continued 
the freedom his wife's ingenuous, 
eaſy manner had before inſpired. 
He declared, that when a friend 
partook of his joint of meat, mutton 
ſeemed veniſon, and Mrs, Conway's 
8 * 
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puddings more than uſually excel- 
lent. | 

When he found his daughter was 
only come to paſs the day, he ſaid, 
laughing, “ ſhe would, he fuppoſed, 


ſeriouſly aſſured her the diſtinctions 
ſhe met with at Hampton, were flat · 


willingly refigned his right and plea- 


ſure in her company, for the advan- 


tage ſhe derived.“ 
thy couple of Mr. Godfrey's deſire to 


timſelf, being conſtantly engaged in 
London, and Mrs. Conway did not 


her at Hampton, though ſhe ſaid, 


her W _ 


+. 


ſoon leave her name at the door; but 
tering encomiums on her, and he 

Mrs. Maddel reminded i wor- 
lee them; but Mr. Conway excuſed 


give them much reaſon to expect 


„ the ſhould be very ern! to ber 
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GENEROSITY, 


Mr. Godfrey was highly pleaſed 
with Mrs. Maddel's account of Je. 
mima's family, and determined, the 
firſt time he went to London, to be. 
come perſonally acquainted with it. 

About a fortnight after this reſo- 
lution, he fulfilled an engagement 
himſelf and family were under, to pal; 
a week in Pall Mall, from whence 
he and Mrs. Maddel were to accom- 
pany Mr. and Mrs. Mordant in a 
viſit to G Rectory. The Mans- 
fields, who were returned from 
thence, and were arranging their 

affairs, perparatory to going to 
Wales, and afterwards ſettling in 
G-——ſhire, gave them a charming 
picture 
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picture of Mary's happiness, and they 
felt eager to witneſs it. 

Mr. Godfrey thought if Mr. and 
Mrs. Conway would ſpare their 
anghtär ſhe would be a lively ad- 
dition to their party, but he did not 
mention the ſcheme to Jemima, leſt 


they ſhould not be inclined to part 
from her for the occaſion; but ſhe 


ſoon had the ſatisfaction to hear 
from her mother's lips, that her 
company was requeſted, and permiſ- 
ſion granted for her to 80 into G 


ſhire. 
She ſaid © to ſee Mrs. Hadleigh, 


and to hear the ſweet tones of her 
voice, was worth a'pilgrimage bare 


foot; but to obtain ſuch enjoyments 
by the accommodation of a poſt-coach | 
and faur, and in the company of her 
valued friends, was more delight- 


ful than ſhe could expreſs,” She 


wrote 
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wrote to her couſins. the happineſs 
that awaited her, who, in return, 
charged her with abundance of com- 


pliments for Mr. and Mrs. Had- 


leigh, and a promiſe to viſit the 
Rectory themſelves, when Mrs. Con- 


way was in a ſituation. for travel- 


ling, © . 
It ha: been expreſſed that M. 


Godfrey's interview with Jemima's 

parents gained him his point of 

taking her to viſit Mary. 
Was it in nature to refuſe the re- 


queſt of one, who introduced him- 


ſelf to ſtrangers as if he had known 


and eſteemed them for years? 


D pon their expreſſing ſome fears, 

leſt their daughter's continued aſſo- 
ciation with eaſe and affluence ſhould 
W unfit her for home, Mr. Godfrey 
| did away ſuch apprehenfions, by 
ſaying, «© with Facts approbation, 
5 his 


4 


el 


THE PARSON'S WIFB. 89 
his houſe ſhould be her home, till 
an offer, every way elegible, de- 
manded her for a huſband's roof ;*? 
adding, “ their couſin Conway and 
himſelf had mutually agreed, that 


rying well, ſhould not be againſt 
ſo good a girl was in queſtion,” 

undertook. to. advance in his profeſ- 
ſion, whoſe appearance bore creden- 


tials of the amiable character given 
of him. 


anſwered. 


his eſcape from the only inconveni- 
ence attending on good acts. 


her own deficiency in point of mar- 
her, when the agree able ſettling of 


The eldeſt ſon Mr. Godfrey alſo 


Favours ſo Wes hang, 
only to be repaid by words, were de- 
mands on nen hardly to be 


Mr. Godfrey Go the good folks 
ſtruggling for utterance, and made 


N * — 2 — 
<> "1 = * — Ac + » +008 p 
+ gs ER RATTLE OT y * 


— — — oe cw > 1 
> 4 - ” 


* — 2 
n 


- * reer r — 
X% 


N ” 
PS. & . ** 
by. —— — oo dig 


. — — 
= 

- 1," \g Eo 

Bok > ne” hoc 

922 2 


90 THE PARSON'S WIE. 


As YOU LIKE Ir. 


The arrival of the beloved party 
at the Rectory, convinced Hadleigh 


and Mary they had not attained 


the piutincle of 9 till that 
hour. Gt 

Mr. Godfrey in viewing his Py 
ter a princeſs, could not have known 
a greater triumph than her ſit u ation 
at G afforded - him, which her 
1 conduct exalted. 


To their pariſhioners, Hadleigh 


al herſelf were ſovereigns en throned 

by love and admiration. 

The parents of perſons ſo confi- 

diered, were received with ſhouts of 

z celamations, and ringing of bells 
by the inferior _ and _ — ſu· 


4 — 


— — — 
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perior, with every mark of reſpect; 


entertainments, both public and pri- 
vate, were given on the occaſion. 

„This is all for us, exclaimed 
Jemima, and compared herſelf to 
the fly on the chariot wheel. 
Mary repeatedly aſſured her, ** ſhe 
was charmed to ſee her;“ upon 
which, ſhe aſſumed a ſaucy con- 
ſequence, ſaying, * ſhe ſhould be 
as vain as ſhe was giddy.” ©» 

Indeed Jemima did juſtice to the 
delights of 8 by fully enjoy- 
ing them, : 

The beaux of che W flocked 
round her; ſhe ſmiled indifferently 
on all: but one day, after a ſtroll, ſhe. 
gravely confefſed, ſhe had formed 
an attachment, and if it 1s a weak- 
neſs,” added ſhe, ſighing, I muſt 
rely on the generoſity of my friends, 


to pity, more than condemn; yet 


ſure | 
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ſure ſuch gentle looks were made 
not to deceive.” | 


« The attachment is fudden (ſaid 
Mary) but pray tell us the parti- 


culars of it;“ Mary ſaw a latent 


meaning in the archneſs of her eye; 
but Mrs. Maddel was deeply en- 
gaged at her work, though ſhe ſeem- 
ed to liſten attentively : umm 
proceeded : — 

After traverſing one mead, I 


took it into my head the next was 


pleaſanter, and making the five bars 
of the gate ſubſervient to my deſire, 
I was ſo engagingly accoſted, that 
the impulſe to attend was irrefiſti- 


ble; and every minute I was more 


and more convinced I had gained 


a ſincere admirer.“ 


Huſh, my dear, ſaid Mrs. 
* UP * 9 from her 
; work, 


1 2 
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work, how can you judge in 10 
ſhort a time?? 

« O madam (the replied) all me 
not too haſty, my new admirer is 
beautiful, of bewitching Manners, 
and gentle as a—/ams.” . 

Even a lamb which Mary had 
brought up a favourite, and ſo ac- 
cuſtomed to careſſes, that it expected 
them from every body. 

Mrs. Maddel ſmiled, Guin « the 
did not believe the ſhould ever have 
real cauſe to + her ſprightly 
Jemima.” "TT 

«. hope not, (laid K for 
lectures are unpleaſant things ;— I 
had one or two from my mother for- 
merly, which firſt made me cry, and 
then made me fleepy ; — now 1 never 
was a weeping beauty; on the con- 


RU tears * dis figure my 
f ace, 
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face, and fleeping is a ſtate of inac. 
tivity I hate to feel ſymptoms of; 
therefore I reſolved to be Very good, 
and avoid ſuch evils.” 
« And thou art (faid Sir Charles 
Layton, as he entered the. room) 
both good and charming.” | 
Sir Charles was then paſſing a 
month at his eſtate in G ſhire, 
and finding the Rector converſable, 
and his wife very handſome, he 
ſpent more of his time at the Rec- 
tory than at home. 1. : 
The firſt moment he held 
Jemima, he thought her a fine girl, 
and further interviews convinced 
him her underſtanding Was as bril- le 
liant as her exterior; but as he had m 
entertained a like opinion of many IM a 
others, ſuch recommendations made thi 
him pleaſed ta buz about them, 
whilſt his heart remained inſenſible 
=. 5 „„ 
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to any thing further. If the ſilly 
girls ſurrendered their's to declara- 
tions, which | ſeemed preludes to 
the important one, he left them to 
congratulate -themſelves as ſoft, be- 
heving ſouls—triumphing in his re- 
ſolution to remain free. 

A lamentable inſtance, that co- 
quetry, even more baleful than in 
females, eln e ere the 
other ſex. 


In LOVE-LORN SWAIN. 


- 24 


| Jemima was one day rainblings to 
ſee her fleecy admirer, when a young 
man, with folded arms, pafſing over 
a tile, without ſering her, though/ 
ſhe had a full view of him, and he 
e to her handſome and gen- 


teh 
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teel, though overwhelmed with me- 
RO: | 

So much did he a her, hs 
he followed him with her eyes till 
he outwalked her obſervation. | 

She could not recollect having 
ſeen him at the rectory, nor when 
ſhe got home, did Mr. or Mrs. Had. 
leigh know the deſcription—but one 
of the ſervants, being preſent, ſaid 
it muſt be the young gentleman diſ- 
trefled in mind, who lodged at 
Farmer Mullins', as he paſſed moſt 
of his time in loneſome walks—the 
ſervant added, that the farmer's wife 
wanted him very much to have ſome | 
of Mr. Hadleigh's comfortable talk; 
but he refuſed to ſee him, or any 
wt elle that he 4a n 
ae $56 


'This 


15 
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This account increaſed Jemima's 
curioſity—a carvofity reſulting from 

pity, not from impertinence. 

She ſaid, but not preſumptuouſ- 
ly, «© would it not be conſiſtent with 
Mr. Hadleigh's character, now he 
knew there was a perſon of ſuch a 
deſcription in the neigbourhood, to 
offer wh: cdntalation - he ſeemed to 
require? 

As ſhe "EY Hadleigh! was reach- 
ing his hat for the purpoſe. 

On calling at the farmer's, he was 
informed they had their lodger's ſtrict 
injunctions not to admit to him any 
perſon whatever. H 

Mrs. Mullins l enssd. with 
much prolixity, Mr. Arnold's me- 
lancholy turn, and ſaid, „ the 
really wiſhed he would leave them, 
for he could not be more miſerable 
any where elſe ;—and, if he ſhould 

Vat. I, 1 make 
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you'll liſten to him when he comes 
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make away with himſelf, they might 
come into trouble, though innocent 
as the child unborn.—Sometimes,” 
added the, ** he talks to himſelf 
and I am very glad when I hear 
that, becauſe it is a ſign he is alive, 
as the ſaying is— but, when all i; 
ſtill, I make excuſes to pop into 


the room, when I find him as ſor. 


rowful, for all the world, as if he 
was thinking whether he ſhould 
hang or drown himſelf—then I ſays, 
come, Sir, chear up—if things are 
grievous now, they will be better 
another time—come amongſt us 
little—there's good fun going on in 
the hay-field—and my huſband is 
mortal man for merry ſtories, if 


home of a night.“ 1 


Hadleigh ſhuddered that the 
| ranger J conduct ſhould give ſul. 


- .picions 


NS 


emerging from your ſolitude. 
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picions of ſuicide ;—and, as he was 


diſappointed 1 in ſeeing him, procured 
pen and ink to write the nem 


lines: 2 tion 


C Sin, 7 00 
ix Pardon my intruſion,—As 
a ſtranger 11 my pariſh, you claim 
my attentions—and hearing you are 
afflicted, enforces them. 

« I ſeek not to dive into the cauſe 
of your melancholy—bur, could Ibe 
the happy inſtrument of alleviating 
it, in any degree, I (hould. eſtcem 
myſelf fortunate. 5 


{F311 if 
« Then try, Sir, the effect 'of 


dere 


{© have an amiable wife, equally 


devoted with *myſelf to the ſervice 


of our fellow-creatures—her voice 
e unites 
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unites with mine in calling you to 


chearful lociety. | 
At leaſt give us the i of 


removing the weight that oppreſſes 
you. 

Should we diſpleaſe you in the 
trial, leave us to our diſappoint: 


ment. 
| hg I . Sin, 
4 * Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


« W. HapLun,” 


When PFadleigh returned home, 
Jemima aſked if he had ſeen the 
ſtranger what he had ſaid—and 
would he come to the rectory | Ra 
berg Where fore this eagerneſs, ſaid 
he; has the ſtranger rivalled the 


F lamb ? 1 


wy No;“ 


IL 


| humane inquiſitiveneſs. 
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No; “ replied Jemima, bluſh- 
ing, by but a ſituation, an appear- 
ance, I mean, ſo truely woe-begone, 
did intereſt me.” 

Hadleigh then mentioned bow he 
had acted—and every one was impa- 
tient for the anſwer. 

Jemima was particularly reſtleſs— 
ſo much ſo, that ſhe incurred further 
raillery—but ſhe felt no reaſon for 
diſguiſing the ſentiments, the tranſi- 
ent view of a young man, walking 
acroſs a meadow, had inſpired— 
therefore was not laughed out of her 


TY. 
8 3 ff 


A FRIENDLY IMPULSE, 


A few hours after Farmer Mul- 
lins was uſhered in, who faid he * 
2 « bit ef note for Mr. * 3 
F 3 Hadleigli, 
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Hadleigh, as he peruſed it, looked 
a6 Mary, aſtoniſhed, took it 
from him, and read as follows: 


40 Sm, 


conduct to pardon. 

75 Vour kindneſs ſpeaks to my 
heart, and 1 know it flows from 
your 1 know alſo you have an ami- 
able wiſe—but I cannot 1 2 either 2 
or her. 

The cauſe of my uncaſineſs will 
only end with my being. —Judge, 


Sir, how little it is in your power to 
afford relief, when I tell you I am 


1117 £166 Lien AM.“ 


The inſtant Mary ſaw the name, 


the faid ; ſhe would viſit him—ſhe 
7 urged 


% There is nothing i in your 


_ „ kk. AY 
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urged that ſhe felt capable of influ- 
encing him to return to his father, : 


and to change his preſent ideas. 


The company feared ſhe was too 


ſanguine, except Hadleigh, who 
doubted not the force of her elo- 
quence, and conducted her to the 


farmer's. 


They begged Mr. Arndld; (as that 


was the name he went by) might be 
informed Mr. and Mrs. Hadleigh ur- 


gently requeſted to ſee him. 


To Mrs. Hladleigh, Lewithdin . 
could not perſiſt i ina detlial'; and yy" 


entered his apartment. 
To ſee a youth, who, a few months 
ago, was healthy and ſerene, have 


ſo ſickly and almoſt wild appearance, 
ſhocked Mary exceſſively, yet ren- 
dered her more reſolute in 1 her pur- | 
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1 am come, Mr. Lewiſham,” 
ſaid ſhe, © with my huſband's appro- 


bation, to beg you will rouſe your- 


ſelf from an imaginary grief—I will 
not affect an ignorance that you think 


me the cauſe—but, be convinced, had 


you been thwarted in any idea what- 
ever, that awakened your mind from 


the dormant ſtate 1 firſt ſaw it in, 


you would have felt the like effects 


effects which might have been re- 


moved before they became painful, 


had you made a reaſonable exertion— 


but it is not too late—go now, Sir, 
to your father, who, perhaps, 1s un- 
acquainted with your fituation—let 


one avocation ſucceed another, till 


you lofe your preſent idea in a long 
chain of others. Truſt me, reaſon 
will aſſiſt you when you give her a 


proper chance, and religion, beſt of 
C all, 


| ® ks. (LY 
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£ 
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# 


THE PARSON'S WIFE. 105 


all, guide you in the way Mat you 
ſhould 80. 

Forgive my preſumption; but, as 
the innocent cauſe of your diſorder, 
I thought it my duty to offer a reme- 


dy; ſhould it prove ſalutary, let me 


know, and you will be juſtly in- 
titled to the friendſhip and approba- 
tion I muſt, at preſent, withhold.” 


Here Mary ceaſed; but the gene- 
roſity of her viſit, and the truths 


ſhe uttered, interrupted. Lewiſham” 8 


trance of t 
es; ' rephed he, i winks 


an effort to deſerve your friendſhip. 
VI ſucceed,” turning to Hadleigh,? 


may I not claim your's alfo ?” 
It fhall be fincerely your's,” re- 


plied Hadleigh, ſhaking him by the 


hand, and, in the mean time, be 
e of 12 beſt wiſhes for the 


＋ 8 e eſtabliſh», 


- ” ER. N , N 
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re- eſtabliſhment of your health and 
een 61 

They left ewe to more e plea: 

cant reflections than he had ſome time 

enjoyed. The next day he ſet off to 
his father, to whom he had given 
reaſon to ſuppoſe he was on a viſit 
to a diſtant friend—but, when he 
confeſſed he had been at G——, 
for the culpable purpoſe of being 
near Mrs. Hadleigh, Mr. Lewiſham 
would have expreſſed the higheſt 
diſapprobation, had not his ſon pre-. 
vented him, by acknowledging the 
error, and begging his aſſiſtance to- 
wards repairing 1 


A CH _— THE BETTER. Fe 


1249 3 


ewa 144 been, as. it were, 


| enchanted into love, by the luſtre of 
| 3 . 8 


SON A 


engroſſed every faculty. 
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Mary's eye, the bloom of her cheek; 
and the exquiſite graces of her virtu- 
ous manners — a combination of 
charms haunted his en 1 
The faſcinating idea e more 
eſſential to his being than ſleep or 
aliment though his wan looks be- 


trayed it had not been eue nous 
f riſhing. A 


Such had been the court of this 
romantic paſſion - but now the im- 
preſſion of the ſame object was dif- 
ferent his mind repreſeated her the 
wife of a man every ”"y Geſerking 
of her. | | 

Her voice, ſtill vibrating on bis 


ear, forbad him to ſully the purity | 


of her happineſs, by cauſing her to 
believe ſhe gave pain to a fellow- 
creature, It ſtimulated him to de- 
9 her offered friendſhip, and not, 


F 6 by 
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by a weak and blameable way of 
; thinking, run riſe alone to contemn- 
ing pity. 712 

His inns: were conſiſtent wich 
"is reaſoning—amuſing ſtudies—the 
degree of exerciſe which invigorates 
the mind without fatiguing the body, 
and agreeable ſociety, femoved gra- 
dually the laſſitude Which intenſe 
reflection on one ſubjeQ occaſions - 
and Lewiſham, to the advantages of 
an engaging I became anima- 
ted and ſenfible. 

This change was totally effeQed, 
to the joy of his father, and aſtoniſh- 
ment of every acquaintance, in leſs 
chan fix weeks after his return 
home. N „„ 
Reſpect, gntitods; and earneſt- 
neſs to claim the promiſed reward, 
led him to inform Mr. and Mrs. 
NO of the akeratian their be- 
nignity 


s 
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nignity had wrought ; he therefore 


wrote to the former. 


When Hadleigh had received the. 


letter and read it, he put it intochis 
wife's hand, ſaying, ſuch is the re- 
ſult of the ſudden impulſe which led 


you to viſit Lewiſham. If inſtanta- 


neous reſolutions were ever as fuc- 


ceſsful, mature deliberation, and 
weighty: A Wee gt be ous 


lied. 


Mary peruſed wha pave rife to ſuch 


an exclamation, and equally con- 


gratulated herfelf on the ſucceſs of 


her endeavours. 
Jemima alſo rejoiced in the news, 
who had began to think they ſhould 


quit the rectory without hearing 


any Thy further 'of the CO 
youth. 


She obſenitd it was a pity good 


ſenſe and worth ſhould ever be over- 
clouded, 


— 
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clouded, and Mr. Lewiſham word; 
perry; fe to poſleſs both. TN 
Mr. Godfrey coincided in her 
ee and Mary ſmiled, ſaying, 
Jemima drew concluſions, which did 
juſtice to her own diſcernment, and 
Mr. Lewiſham's merit. 
Shall I tell you, my dear; Mrs, 
Hadleigh, '* ſaid Jemima, exactly, 
how I have been intereſted by the 
young man in queſtion „ 
By all mean... 
„ WWhenl firſt ſaw * en, „ 
Joy handſome, he attracted my eyes; 
looking forrowful, demanded com- 
paſſion— when I heard the ſource of 
his affliction, my pity increaſed, be- 
cauſe I could not but condemn but 
now he has become worthy of appro- 
bation, I cannot withhold mine, and 
1 hope he will meet with. it dn per- 
ws in ods  fons 


9 * 


* i 
N 2 
. * * — * 


by. 


4 
. * 
WE 
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ſons of more conſequence, e as ue en- 
couragement. A 
Admirably defined, my dear, 
returned Mary; Iam penal ſa- 


tisfied.“ 


Hadleigh declared bs ſhould always 
eſteem Lewiſham, for he had de- 


monſtrated a brilliant taſte, in his 
paſſion, and great reſolution in re- 
nouncing it — therefore his letter 


ſhould be anſwered in the moſt friend- 
ly terms, | 

Juſt after this ſatisfactory event 
reſpecting Lewiſham, Mr. and Mrs. 


Mordant quitted the rectory — but 
Mary had no difficult matter to pre · 


vail on her father and Mrs. Maddel 
to prolong their ſtay Jemima ſtayed, 


of courſe, at long as they did. 


. Betſey Jenkins returned from her 
8 s, with numberleſs to- 


ens of affection to herſelf, and pre- 


ſents 


* ” 
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ſents for Mr. Hadleigh, which tho“ 
neither curious or rare, were proofs 


of ſpe To Mary, 


Keen Nou ht could ever be amiſe, | 


2: 64 By fimpleneſs and duty tend wad. * 0 


| RUR AL consr ANCY- 


Mr. and Mrs. Mansfield a again ap- 
peared at 'G—, in their way to 
Mountain Grove; they entirely ſet- 
tled the buſineſs of taking the houſe, 
in the neigh bourhood of the Rectory, 
and left ſcrvants in it ready to re- 
ceive them, on bent Stun from 
Wales. 6 
Mary ſent Andere w_ reſpec 
| and affection to Sir Robert and Mrs. 
Elizabeth, and ſome proofs of her 
1 to ban 4 Lewen , which 
com- 
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commiſſions, Conſtance | an 
executed. _ 
„Aye, ſays Sir Robert, « ] 
ſaw where Hadleigh caſt his left 
cye; — I thought my little fairy 
would be ſnatched up, and not be 
ſuffered to revel here again !— but 
I ſhall be. heartily glad to ſee her 
with her huſband, Wann they can 
make the excurſion.” “ 

« Your brother muſt be very 3 
py ſaid Mrs. Elizabeth in having 
ſo ſweet a creature for his ſpouſe ; 
and he would be happier ſtill if he 
knew all the good dreams 1 n 
camseming. G 

I éam ſure, madam,” " Iota 
Conſtance, my brother would 
partake in any ſatisfaction you ex- 
Ni 
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The good lady accompanied her 
niece to viſit Sally Lewen, whom 
they found weeping over her father. 

| Lewen ſeemed, indeed, very near 
his end, and in leſs that a Week 
afterwards, left his daughter in need of 
all the conſolation a conſciouſneſs of 


having ſtrictly performed her duty af · 
forded; though fully perſuaded his 


f 


leſs light. er BOM | 
The ſame cedar Fry ee 3 
ſprung her truly filial attentions 


eyes were u in realms of end- 


during his een ey 0 mourn i 


his death. Ilie 
Mrs. Mansfield affſted in in recover- 


ing her ſpirits, but only aſſiſted for 
a neighbouring youth, who had 


loved her from childhood, and would 
have married her before, but no of- 


fers could diſengage her from her 
father: it was conſiſtent with Da- 


vid's conſtancy to wait her time, 
and 


s 
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and when her grief was ſomewhat 


ſubſided, ſo far aſſured himſelf of 


her diſpoſition to requite him, that 


Mrs. Elizabeth foretold, without any 


miraculous warnings, that the houſe 


of ſorrow would ſoon be turned into 


the houſe of joy. | | 
Such was the news of Sally n 
en, that Conſtance imparted to the 
ReQory; and Mary ſincerely wiſhed 
the worthy girl might find the com- 


fort ſhe deſerveen. 


Mr. and Mrs. Mansfield were Loon ; 
eſtabliſhed in their new: houſe, which 


being nearly centrical between Lon- 


don and Mountain Grove, and within 
one mile of the Hadleighs, had 
every 1 of ay 76 _ 


could Urs; TY; (4043-1 LAT 


Not one ſigh iſſued dan Mans- 


geld for the pleaſures (which he. 
had made toils) of the metropolis. 
I 45 N x Has 
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His wife became every day more 
charming, becauſe he had leiſure to 
ſtudy the excellencies, which, till 
then, he had only ſcauned. 

Mr. Godfrey, Mrs. Maddel, and 
8 left the Mansfields to con- 
ſole Mary for their departure, and 
ſet forward on their return to Lon- 
don ;—but Mrs. Maddel promiſed to 
reviſit her dear girl on the approach 
of a certain event, that was antici- 
pated by Hadleigh with e 
fear and rapture. 

:; Jemima did not fail to rake Dove. 
of the petted lamb, on which ſhe 
dropped a ib tear to the de- 
lights of G | 

She caſt a arb too at the Mile 
that had bounded her view of Lewi- 
ſham, and ſaid i in-a low voice, ** he 


1 20w n 6 4 fee 96 : 


Es, | CHARITY. 


* 
* 
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CHARITY. 


As the travelling party were paſs 


ſing through a village, within fifty 
miles of London, Mr. Godfrey eſpied 
Jenkins miſerably emaciated, ac- 


companied by a maſculine woman, 
dirty and tattered, who held a baſket 
of gingerbread in one arm, ſupport- 


ing him with the other. 


Mr. Godfrey ſtopped the carriage. - 


„% Ah? Sir, (ſaid Jenkins) if you 


have a — of charity remaining 
for one who has ſo miſerably abu- 
ſed it, releaſe me from this woman. 
The gentleman looks too good, 


( aid nr nn to Kung man and ; 


wife. 
„ am not hi Hilthmbed (anſovet- 


- _— only ſheltered my head Ta f 
in 
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in her wretched hut, and becauſe 1 
8 can no longer pay my lodging, ſhe 
1 drags me about as her ſick huſband, 
giving me ſtripes and abuſe FI 1 con- 


tradict it.“ 
Mr. Godfrey did- not doubt; 7 
the woman's appearance, but what 
Jenkins ſaid might be true; and 
the termagant knowing her cauſe, 
was a bad one, took herſelf off, that 
tit might not be examined.” 
Mir. Godfrey deſired e 
.whoſe arm was already extended for 
the purpoſe, to lead Jenkins to an 
inn; —himſelf and the as ies 4510 
Jowed. 
N bee Jenkins,” f nd a (when 
they were in _ W 6 478 are 


Sruly penitent.“ 
Jenkins replied, I am, hides, 


Vie; and were I ever to get well, 1 
think I ſhould ſee my miſdemeanors 
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in the fame light I now do; but it 


is a ſure thing, I can never recover. 


66 Though I appeared, and thought 
- myſelf. Well, when I left Godfrey 
Hall, I ſoon found lurking remains 
of my complaints. 

I continued with the . folks 
in conſtant exerciſe of lungs and 
body, till J could ſtay no longer ; ſo 


betook myſelf to my old depend- 


ance on my fiddle, but I have been 
this week paſt, too bad to play, and 
expected to die under the ill uſage of 


that woman ; but I hope now your 


honour, for the ſake of your own 


righteous character, will afford me 


relief to die ſomewhere in peace.“ 


Jenkins groaned pitiably as he 


ſpoke, and really ſeemed to be re- 
duced by a deep decline, to the "w_ſ 
of the gare. bi 


„ Make 
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1 Godfrey) you have a child whoſe 
innocence pleads forcibly for your 
errors; and may you find that mer- 
cy with a higher Power, it is my 
duty, as a Chriſtian, to ſhew you; 
you are not in a / ſtate to remove, 
but I will provide you comfortable 
lodgings here, and proper attend- 
ance.” 01. 
= Jenkins began to thank him.— 
| LVNVNNo! (faid he) reſerve all your 
| gratitude for heaven ;—ſhew it in 
pPirayers and deep contrition.” 
1 Matthew's eyes gliſtened at his 
maſter's diſcourſe z—** Sir,” ſaid he, 
by (Mr. Godfrey was all attention) 
„ will you permit me to remain 
With Jenkins, to cloſe his eyes, if 
he is to be called hence, or if he re- 
covers, to remind him of your good- 
neſs? 


Wor. I, 8 
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Mr. Godfrey aſſented.— admiring 
Matthew's true charity; —a charity, 
he might not poſſeſs, though he 
were maſter of thouſands, and be- 
ſtowed all his goods to feed the poor. 
If Mr. Godfrey reſembled the 
good Samaritan, Matthew alſo prov- 


ed himſelf a real neighbour. 


A \ PROPOSED REMOVAL. 


Mr. Godfrey found, on his arrival 
in Pall Mall, that Mr, Lewiſham, 


accompanied by his ſon, had called 
there to ſee him, being come to poſh 3 


a few weeks in London. | 
«© Now,” ſaid Mrs. Maddel, we. 
ſhall judge if the young man is Pere 


fectly recovered from his deluſion,” 


Mr. 


I 
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Mr. Godfrey returned the viſit, and 
invited the Lewiſhams to Hampton; 
for he deſigned ſtaying no longer in 
London, than while Femima, paſſed 
two days with her parents, to whom 
ſhe had related every thing that had 
charmed her at G- rectory; 


and left them of opinion, that Mrs. 
Hadleigh inherited all her aner 5 


virt ues. 

Mr. Godfrey, on his return to God- 
frey Hall, diſcovered that, and every 
ſituation, muſt be deficient in point 
of comfort, if unadorned by his 

beloved daughter. 
le had no ties to bind Wi: to 
Hampton equal to the 00 which 


| attracted him to G; he had 


. obſerved his Mary aer, 55 the 
beauties of 6 — lire, with pe- 


cullar emphafis he knew his re- 
moval 


le 
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moval to that country would delight 
her; — then wherefore ſhould he re- 
ſiſt the tender impulſe? 

„% Why, indeed, (ſaid Mrs. Mad- 
del) when your heart is with your 
treaſure, ſhould yourſelf remain at 
ſuch a diſtance?“ 

Jemima, who had been taught to 
conſider herſelf as one of the family, 
much as ſhe loved Mrs. Hadleigh, 
did not rejoice when ſhe heard God- 
frey Hall was to be advertiſed, and 
if ſhe continued with Mr. Godfrey 
and Mrs. Maddel, the muſt remove 
many miles diſtant from her parents, 

Her friends read her thoughts 
on the occafion, in the ſeriouſnefs 
of her countenance, and conſider- 
ately ſaid, if, after conſulting her 
parents, ſhe could not reconcile her- 
ſelf to quitting them, ſhe thould 

GG ö;ẽ me 
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not find Weir beer, in 
by abſence.” 
Mr. and Mrs. Come he were 
really fond of their couſin Jemima, 
and vrhoſe houſe had been her ſecond 
home, prudently adviſed her not to 
flight the protection of Mr. Godfrey 
and Mrs. Maddel; for if her rela- 
tions and herſelf had prayed for that 
ſituation moſt likely to improve her 
in every virtuous and deſirable: qua- 
lity, they could not have been bleſt 
with one more anſwerable; than ſuch MI | 
as ſhe then enjoyed, experiencing 
the advice flowing from eſteem of 
two perſons, whoſe united care had WW \ 
formed one of the moſt amiable, as bh 
well as the moſt elegant of women. 
Theſe were truths Jemima was 
aware of, but very juſtly reſolved to 
oy ue by her ped a 
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The Carter family, which never 


omitted any ceremonial viſits, ap- 


peared to welcome the return of the 


family to Godfrey Hall, and wore 


the ſemblance of friendſhip in en- 
quiring after Mr. and Mrs. Had- 


leighsi) tf + 

Jemima 8 bas happineſs; in 
ſuch glowing terms, that Miſs Car- 
ter ſickened with envy. 

Jemima expected ſuch an event, 


and thought it an innocent gratifi- 


cation to torment her with ſounds 
of felicity ſhe had eſſayed to mar. 
„Who is this Jemima ?” ſaid 
Mrs. me as _ were driving 
home. hens 

Lord, Mamma! (retu We Wil- 


helmina) don't you know ?—ſhe is 
a poor relation of Mr. Conway's, 
bred in indigence and idleneſs ; 
which Mr Godfrey (amongſt other 
| 8 unac · 


Long 


a 


* 
_ 


} 
4 | 
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unaccountable whims) chuſes to en- 


courage, by introducing the little 


plebeian to perſons of diſtindtion. 
„It is well for him (ſaid Mr, 
Carter) that he has nothing elſe to 
do with his money than to ſquander 
it on the needy; for my part, it re- 


quires ſuch ſums to ſupport one's 


rank, that I __ a bag at 
home.” 


0 


7 


vun Cav Tous. ADMIRBR, | 
"Mr. Godfrey was 9" 2a 8 * 
Mrs. Maddel otherwiſe engaged, 
then the two Mr. Lewiſhams were 


announced to Miſs Conway, who 
could ſcarcely recognize the ſelf-neg- 
lected, love-lorn youth, in the well 


ed, animated Lia which 
then 


* a 
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then entered. She gracefully begged 
the gentlemen would be ſeated, and 


deſired Mrs. Maddel might be in- 


* of their arrival. 
When Mrs. Maddel came aha the 
room, after a polite welcome, ſhe in- 


troduced Jemima, who had not 


wanted that ceremony te gain at- 
tention; — both father and ſon hav- 
ing eyed her with the admiration ſhe 
ſeldom failed to attract. 
Her appearance was innocently 


- youthful, but by no means childiſh ; 
a profuſſon of light brown hair with- 
out powder, confined by neither cap 


or hat, adorned a face, that a tranſ- 
parent complexion, fine eyes, and 


pearly teeth, rendered enn 


charming. | 
Her ceſs, which was white muſ- 


lin, devoid of trimming or ribbons, 


increaſed the delicacy of her form. 
| G 4 Nature 


— * 
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Nature gave the pointed ſymmetry 
to her waiſt, that too many by tight 
lacing labour to attain. Ho 

Such was Jemima' 8 perſon; 1 which 
united with her winning gaicty, 
convinced Lewiſham that there were 
more charming women in the world 
than one ;—yet he did not, at this 

ficſt interview, ſuffer his eyes to 
gaze away his reaſon. F: 

The, affection. that Mr. Godfrey 
and Mrs. | Maddel demonſtrated _ to 
Miſs Conway, confirmed to Lewi- 
5 ſham the virtue her manners indica · 
ted but he argued thus: 
* we She may be i in the ſame predi- 
cament as Miſs Godfrey,—when 1 
firſt beheld her, —if not ſo, in her 
intimacy with the family, ſhe, may 
have heard of my recent weakneſs, 
and have r mo e before ſhe ſaw 
me.“ 


© Mr 


1 


['s 
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Mr. Godfrey made a point of the 


Lewiſhams accepting beds — and I 


they were nothing loth to remain 
where ſociety and hoſpitality were ſo 
engaging. 

Jemima ever evinced her reſpect 
for Mr. Godfrey, in particular at 
tentions to his gueſts—but young 
Lewiſham, fearful of ſplitting on 


| the rock he had juſt eſcaped, half 


ſhut his ears to her ſyren voice, and 
averted his eyes. from her intelligent 1 
face ;—from whence Jemima con- 


cluded, © though his cheerfulneſs 


ſeemed the reſult of a mind at eaſe, 
he was ſtill too replete with the idea 
of Mrs. Hadleigh, to look with pa- 
tience on any other female—Jemima 
therefore ſurveyed Lewiſham with 
that indifference ſhe thang] he be- 
trayed to her, i 29.4 173 


ER | i 
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He certainly had ſo far intereſted 
Her, that it was very much in his 

power to improve the favourable im- 
preſſion; but, in moſt females, 
pride withhglds anſought love. Jemi- 
ma would have ſcorned herſelf, 
could ſhe have fighed for diſtinctions 
which did not flow ſpontaneous; 
and ſaw Lewiſham depart from 
Godfrey-hall, with far leſs emotion 
than ſhe beheld my N as he croſſed 
the meadow at G „ little ſup- 
poſing ſhe would be the chief fubject 
of his difcourſe, as he rode with his 
father to London; who introduced 
ir, by obſerving. that Miſs er 
Was a lovely girl. 
| * never ſaw but one to 2 
her,“ replied his ſon. 

% Would vo like to mn 


Charles 458 


N — 4 8 — 7 ; 
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« No, Sir ;—I have no thoughts 
of it:—I would not have Mrs. 
Hadleigh imagine I was obliged to 
have recourſe to marriage to aſſiſt 
me in thinking of her with propriety ; 


neither will I again fix my affections 


till I know if the object is attain - 


able.“ 


„ There is a delicacy in your 
idea, reſpecting Mrs. Hadleigh, that 
I admire—T alſo commend your wiſe 
reſolutions—but I can tell you, my 
dear boy, Miſs Conway is under no 


engagements 3 ; for I heard Mr. God- 


frey ſay, in the courſe of conyetſa- 
tion, when ſhe made a choice, he 
hoped it would be a very happy one; 
ſo, ſuppoſe we pay another viſit to 


 Godfrey-hall before we $0 into the 
country? | 


„With all my heart,” replied 


Charles; whole ſyſtem flew before 


8 his 
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his father's intelligence, as the chaff 
before the wind. 


* 


AN EXIT. 


Matthew arrived at Godfrey- hall 
about a' fortnight after his maſter. 
The ſolemnity of his countenance 
proclaimed, before his voice, that he 
had performed the melancholy of- 
fice, for which he eee wien 


Jenkins. 
He is gone, Sir,” faid Matthew, 


$* to his long home; and I have the 


Chriſtian—bleſſing you and your's, 
and his little girl, whom I had a 
main inclination to fetch to him; 
but I thought it would be ſorrowing 


| 
| 
| 

1 

her innocent heart; and make my 


ſatisfaction to tell you he died like a 


> 15 b miſtreſs 
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miſtreſs uneaſy, to know of his ſitu- 
ation.“ 

Mr. Godfrey agreed it was as well 
omitted; but ſaid he hoped the dy- 
ing man had every other comfort his 
caſe required. 

Matthew. replied, ** for certain he 
had ; and, what was better, he 
was ſenſible of them, ſaying he was 
unworthy of ſuch mercies.” 

Mir. Godfrey thauked Heaven he 
had been the providential means of 
reſcuing Jenkins from the want and 
miſery which might have precluded 
the proper thoughts he left the world 

with. 

He informed his Aang of the 
event; and, in the ſame letter, of 

his intentions to reſide near her; 
which gave her all the delight ne 7 
anticipated. 9 


As 


= - 
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As to the death of Jenkins, it 
was a ſo much hapvier one than ſhe 
feared would have been his lot, that 
the news was attended with no other 
painful ſenf⸗tions than his condud, 
in bringing on the indigence that 
ſeemed to have Reflected it, occa- 
fioned :—for, in all human probabi- 
lity, had Jenkins waited for an 
eſtabliſhment from Mr, Godfrey, 
inſtead of quitting Godfrey-hall in 
the manner he did, he would, 
according to his age and returning 
ſtrength, have lived many Laue, in 
health and comfort. 1 

Betſey was put into mourning — 
and deſired never to talk of her father's 
carrying her away —as he would 
never do any thing wrong again 
and was gone to a good place, as 
] well as her mother. | 


« Tt 
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It may be a very fine place,“ 
faid Betſey, But I don't deſire to 
go nate, ualeit Mrs. Hadleigh goes 
with me.' 


Mary believed the child; but hoped 


they would both be ſpared, many 
years, to the bleſſings of this life.— 


She knew of what conſequence ſhe 
was to her Hadleigh, her father, and 


other friends—and they were to her, 


all that the height of tenderneſs and 
gratitude could make them, 
Theſe temporal attachments lifted 


up ber heart in thankfulneſs, filling 


her with a divine enthuſiaſm, which 
made all joys here ſubſervient to the 
great and ultimate end of fitting her 


for eternal bliſs. 


Aglorious example for the affluent 
and happy, too often forgetting, in 
preſcnt felicity, the proſpect of a more 
blefſed inheritance, 

d . FELICITY 


* 
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FELICITY INTERRUPTED. 


Mary and her neighbours, Mr. 
and Mrs. Mansfield, were now fully 
employed in ſearching a reſidence. for 
Mr. Godfrey —and he was informed 
of what he did not doubt, that, if 
they could not procure. one, before 
Godfrey-hall was let, apartments, 
at the ee were ever * his com- 
mand. | 
Mary was thus "END in ptdſent 
comforts, and; anticipating future, 
when  Hadleigh caught a fever, 
through adminiſtering comfort to a 
pariſhioner, Who died of it; and 
awakened his wife to the keeneſt 
ſenſe of miſery ſhe had ever experi- 
enced. 


x She 


the moſt ene ſ ymptoms betrayed 
the contrary. Th 

But Gortly- 4 an lod 
him inſenſible to her caſe—and when 


ſhe was nearer to him than any one, 
he 
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She attended him indefatigably— 


yet uſed every precaution that neceſ- 


ſity urged, to prevent infection t to her- 
ſelf and family, 
On her own account cautious, leſt 


illneſs ſhould diſable her from watch- 


ing over her huſband—the only mi- 
tigation her grief admitted—and her 


domeſtics ever experienced a confi» 
derable ſhare of her kindneſs. 


If Hadleigh flumbered ſhe was the 


firſt object he beheld when he 


awaked; — every medicine was ad- 


miniſtered by her hand, which he 
would preſs in tender thankfulneſs, 
and tell her he was better; though 
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he would wildly aſk why the deſerted 
. 

Mary was igvnized-<hbr friend 
Conſtance endeavoured to conſole 
her, and would have diſpatched a 
meſſenger for Mr. Godfrey and Mrs. 
Maddel—but Mary charged her to 
leave them in ignorance of her grief, 
which would, if poſſible, be enereaſed 
by their participation, 2h | 
She never raiſed her eyes from 
_  Hadleigh's face but to watch the 

phyſician, whilſt he felt his pulſe. 

One day the followed Dr. R 
to the other end of the room. She 
meant to aſk his real opinion of his 
patient; but her voice faultered, 
and, returning again to the bed - ſide, 
the ivivardly prayed' for fortitude, to 
watt, with proper reſignation, the de- 
eree of Heavy en, 


Hadleigh 
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Hadleigh fell into a profound 


ſleep, during which his countenance 


changed moſt alarmingly—The nurſe 


lifted up her eyes, and moved, 


and ſpoke as if ſhe thought he ſlept 
tor the laſt time Mary had more 
favourable conjectures, which, in F 
fine, after a few hours, were re- 
alized ; and the phyſician, unaſked, 
pronounced Hadleigh as far out of 
danger, as man could judge him, 
As he ſpoke, Mary could have em- 
braced his knees,” but ſhe inſtantly 


worſhipped that Being with whoſe 


aſſiſtance he had acted. 

The delightful ſenſations, which 
almoſt overpowered her, when Had- 
leigh, knew her, after a week's eſ- 
trangement of his ſenſes, requited 
all the hours of dire affliction her ſoul 


E. ſuſtained. 


The 
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The doctor's judgment was not 


erroneous, for Hadleigh's health ra- 


pidly returned; and Mary's happi- 
neſs, like a jewel regained, became 
more ineſtimable. 


The ſighs of the pariſhioners were 


changed to rapturous effuſions, All 


who knew Hadleigh rejoiced, ſave 
one: a brother of the cloth, expect- 
ing to ſucceed to the benefice, had 
haſtened to London to be ready to 
make the earlieſt application — but, 
lo! when he opened his corre- 
ſpondent's letter, greedy of the news 


ſo many dreaded, he read Our 


amiable young rector is in a fair way 
af recovery, to compenſate the tender 
ſolicitude of his lovely wife, and to 
the inexpreſſible delight, not only 


of his own flock, but of all to whom 
his character endears him— for the 


admiration he engages is as extenſive 


as 


F* 
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| as his - goodneſs, No wonder we 

ſhuddered at the idea of loſing him, 
naturally fearing we . never 
look on his like again.“ 


SYMPTOMS OH A WEDDING. _, 


When Mr. Godfrey heard of the 
recent ſufferings at the rectory, he 
retraced all his Mary's anguiſh, and 
was irreſolute. whether to chide her 
for not calling him to ſoothe it, or 
place the ſentiment that deterred 
her from alarming his peace, amongſt 
her numerous glowing lenient 
of filial love. 

He ſeldom had to think twice 
before. he dete rmined that whatever 
the did, ſeemed . wiſeſt, diſcreeteſt, 


beſt; * and, knowing he ſhould be 
near 
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near her in future, if affliction be- 
came her lot, he only, when he 


wrotę, united with her in thank- 
fulneſs for the event of the trial ſhe 
had endured adding, he ſhould ac- 
cept, in a few weeks, her invitation 


to be their viſitor, till a houſe be- 


came vacant, He informed her, he 
thought there was little probability 
of Jemima Conway accompanying 
them to G———, as a young man 
ſeemed inclined to take her another 
road. All Mr. Godfrey ſaid on this 
ſubject was adduced from the Lewi - 
ſhams having repeated their viſit at 


Godfrey- hall, and the elder privately 
informing him of his ſon's predilec- 


tion in favour of Miſs Conway, as 
well as his objections to make it 


known—which Mr. Godfrey ſaid, 


if the liking was mutual, he thought 
might be eaſily ſurmounted, as 
of Mx. 


mp, £5 — > wm. 
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Mrs. Hadleigh would be much 
pleaſed Mr. Charles Lewiſham's hap- 
pineſs ſhould be eſtabliſhed—and he 
really believed both Jemima's heart 
and perſon were diſengaged. 

Mr. Lewiſham {communicated fo 
intereſting a converſation to his ſon, 
who no longer ſcrupled to particu- 
larize Jemima, as his Heart die- 
tated. 

He told her what ſhe ans knew 
reſpecting his love of Mrs. Had- 
leigh. 

To be thought worthy of ſucceed- 
ing the idea of Mrs. Hadleigh, flat» 
tered her-much—in ſhort, Jemima's 
opinions Were made up concerning 
his conduct, under the influence of 
an ill Judged paſſion, and Lewiſham 
found her more prompt to applaud | 
his preſent choice, than to blame his 
paſt, | ; | „ | | 
% Yet 


- « 
* 
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Let ſhe received his addrefles wit} 
a timid irreſolution, which Mr. God- 
frey's »probation could not conquer, 
till ſhe was aſſured of her parents 
 *%0—to whom Lewiſham was not 
tardy in paying his reſpects. 
His introduction and appearance 
were inconteſtibly favourable — he 
was "ſhortly encouraged to make 
known how far he aſpired, and un- 
folded his circumſtances, which 
were ſuperior to Mr. Conway s ex- 
1 
„ Are you aware, Sir,” ſaid he, 
of Jemima's inequality ?” 
Jam aware, Sir, that in poſ- 
ag her, I ſhall be rich.” 
Mr. Conway, thought the anſwer 
beſpoke him ſerious jn his affection, 
but incurious as to pecuniary mat- 
ters; and, as the moſt he could poſ- 
ſibly do for Jemima was to make 
— I Tz | her 


* 
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her preſents, to the amount of a very 
few hundreds, the ſubject ſeemed too 
trivial to dwell on. 

Young Lewiſham was certainly of 
a diſintereſted diſpoſition, and umnly 
valued Jemima's perfections, inde- 
pendent of her portion — but he 
had not thought that ſo diſpropor- 
tionable to his own moderate poſſeſ- 


ſions, when Mr. Godfrey informed 
him he had three thouſand pounds 


of her's, to inveſt the perſon with, 

on whom the beſtowed her hand. 
T.xwitham was not in the ſecret 

neither when he made propoſals to 


Temima's father had Mr. Godfrey“; 
letter reached that gentleman, to in- 
form him that his Couſin Conway 


advanced one thouſand pounds, all 


Mr. Godfrey added two, to ſatighy, 


the elder Lewitham's wiſhes for his 
II. | Hua fon, 


45-0 4 
Why : LS 
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ſon, and to evince the ſincerity of 
his friendſhip for Jemima, 


THE CONTRAST, | 


Wi Mary' 8 kindred mind approved 
4 her father's generoſity to Jemima, 
and ſhe wrote to Mrs. Maddel to 
purchaſe on her account ſome orna- 
ments towards the bride's appear- 
„ 
Mrs. Conway, who had preſented her 
huſband with a fine girl, recovered 
Juſt time enough to be preſent at their 
young relation's wedding, on which 
-occaſion, a ſiſter could not have becn 
more liberal or friendly. _ . 
The bride and bridegroom, with 
one of Mr. Arthur Conway's young- 


eſtdaughters, accompanied Mr.Lewi: 
ſham 


were to continue one family, 


ver expected her former neighbours 
would be ſo well ſupplied, 


ly maternal, whoſe only regret was 
the diſtance from her parents ; but 
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ſham to Godfrey Cottage; where, if 


Jemima approved the ſituation, they 


The ſpot where Mr, Godfrey and 
his loved daughter had paſſed fo 
many years was particularly endear- 
cd to Jemima, and ſhe was no ſooner 
ſettled in Godfrey Cottage, than 
ſhe applied herſelf to act in imita- 
tion of its former miſtreſe. 

Lady Newland felt moſt pleaſing- 
ly the improvement in Mr. Lewi- 
ſham's family, and ſaid, “ ſhe ne- 


To Jemima ſhe ated a part near - 


ſhe knew (though ſeparated from 
them) that they were rejoicing in 
her happineſs, and having one of her 

H2 _ ſiſter's 
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ſiſter's with her, leſſened the aliena- 
tion. 

Jemima, though daily increaſing 
the eſteem with which the firſt in- 
ſpired Lady Newland, occaſioned 
her ladyſhip ſome ror. re- 
flections. 

Nyuery amiable young woman who 
came under her obſervation, was a 
_ diſtreſſing contraſt to her own daugh- 
ter, who ſhe found was leading a 
life of diſſipation, that ry 
impaired her conſtitution. | 

It appeared that her inattention 
to the Chevalier, had rendered him 
| indifferent ; and his ſiſter, the Mar- 
 chioneſs de Clairville, was continu- 
ally reſenting the flights her bro- 
- ther experienced, by every ſpecies of 
. contempt and malice that injured 


haugh Unefs could dictate. 
Such 


— 1 he! 
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Such were the concluſions Lady 
Newland drew from her daughter's 
letter, though Madame de Beau- 
mont called difſipation indiſpenſable 
engagements, Her 1ll-health ſhe 
did not pretend to account for, but 
made many complaints of it :—ſhe 


| blamed her huſband's inconſtant na- 


ture, as the ſource of his indiffer- 
ence ; though ſhe boaſted ſhe could 


' never be ſo abſurdly unfaſhionable, 


as to ſhew him any affection. As 
to the Marchionels, ſpite and caprice, 


with ſelf-love, made up her charac- 
ter, and the mighty regard ſhe pre- 


tended for her brother, was only be— 
cauſe he was too nearly allied fo 
herſelf to have any fault. 

| Lady Newland wrote to Madame 
de Beaumont all that her uneaſineſs 
ſuggeſted ; but rightly judged ſhe 
had few moments to beſtow from 
H 3 the 


* 
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the cares of adorning and exhibiting 
her perſon. 


If the ſerene wife of Hadleigh 
and Madame de Beaumont could 
have been condemned to change ſitu- 
ations, retaining their reſpective ſen- 


timents, the conſequence to each 


muſt have been dreadful, oh 
Mary ſeated at a toilette, ſurround- 
ed by beaux, under a neceſſity of 


litening to fulſome frivolties, till 


ſhe was „ in outward ſhew clabo- 
rate then compelled to drag a 


form, languid through illneſs, from 
one public place to another —would 
ſhe not exclaim, where are my hours 


in which a huſband's converſe im- 
proved and delighted ?— where the 
ſmiling faces of ſincerity to welcome 

my approach? — What! not one 


moment left to render my life ac- 


ceptable to "heaven or its creatures ! 
| On 


11 
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On the other hand, ſuppoſe the 
Chevalicr's unthinking partner, wan- 
dering in the rectory from room to 


room, unable to kill time, which is 


wholly appropriated to looking at 
her watch, yawning, counting the 
nails in the chair, and wiſhing the 
houſe was blown down, ſo the ſame 
wind blew her to a different fate. 


THE CLANDESTINE MARRIAGE, 


Mr. Godfrey was ſucceeded in 


Godfrey Hall by a gentleman of 


large fortune, with a wife and ſeve- 
ral grown-up ſons and daughters, 
„Nov, (ſaid Mr. Carter) our girl 
and boy may pick and chuſe. “ 
He knew not Wilhelmina had al- 


ready made a deciſion, who actually 


H 4 was 
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was carrying on a correſpondence 
with a gentleman in the honourable 
Profeſſion of hair-dreſſing. He was 
a native of France, and told the fair 
one, he had left that country in 
conſequence of an affair of honour ;” 
adding, „ his friends not knowing 
where to make him remittances, he 
was obliged to have recourſe to his 
. talents for ſupport ; therefore. choſc 
an employment at once expreſſive 
of his genius, and his deſire to be 
near the ladies.“ 

Ilis cloquence proved perſuaſive to 
Miſs Carter after wiſely debating 


5 the ' pros and cons in a fortnight's 

| correſpondence, ſhe met him in 
| Buſhy Park, and accompanied him i 
| - to his own country. « 1 
| They were married before they . 
2H reached Paris, where the delayed 1 

: | 
| 0 


not 


nw”. "S 
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not to enquire our her dear friend 
Emilia, and paid her a viſit, 

„ Bleſs me! Miſs Carter, {ſaid 


Madame de Beaumont) who thought 


of ſceing you at Paris? — are Mr. 
and Mrs. Carter, and your brother 
hejer” 

No, (replied Wilhelmina) I 
have choſen a new protector.“ — 
but upon mentioning her huſband's 
name, her dear friend burſt into a fit 
of laughing, ſaying, “ excuſe me, 
Wilhelmina, and reconcile yourfelf 
to your fate, for you are certainly 


married to one of the moſt eminent 


har dreſſers i in Paris.“ 
Rage and aſtoniſhment Aathed in 


the bride's eyes, —but curbing it, 


« well (ſaid ſhe) ſince J have been 
ſo miſerably deceived, I hope my dear 
Emilia will afford me ſhelter till my 
father conſents to receive me. 


H; %% en 
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&« 7 afford you ſhelter, madam? 


No! ſince you have made your 


fate, ſubmit to it; your birth was 
low enough, but you have even de— 


meaned that; ſo remember you are 


far removed from my ſociety : and 
ſhould you preſume to make free 
with my name, you ſhall be reduced 


to want, as well as meanneſs, if 
Your father does not grant you ſome 


other dependance beſides your hul- 


band's trade.“ 
Wilhelmina flew from ho hideous 


ſounds, to ring a peal as diſcordant 


in the ears of her mate; who, with 


much compoſure, bid 5 & be cool, 
For ſtratagems were lawful in love.” 
% All my conſolation (ſaid ſhe) is, 


that my father will never give me a 


* ſhilling ;—I had rather ſtarve than 


ſee you poſleſs my fortune; and ſince 


you. have deceived me, 1 have the 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure to tell you, that as to my 
being independent when I came of 
age, was only what I choſe to ſay,” 

« Then I think (returned Mon» 
ſieur) you are even with me, and I 
have a precious. bargain; for I am ſure 
the old e would much ſooner ſee 
me ſouſed in his horſe-pond, than 
open his purſe ſtrings for my ad- 
vantage.“ | 

However, he wrote that having 
the honour to be ſo nearly allied to 
a reſpectable family, he was willing 
to reſign his buſineſs, if Mr. Carter 


would enable him to live without it. 


Wilhelmina ſuffered the letter to 


be diſpatehed, after adding ſome 
words herſelf, amounting to begging 


pardon for the raſh ſtep ſhe had 
taken, and ſeconded her huſband's 
requeſt; for ſhe had began to think 

H 6. that 
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that if her father would conſent to 
make him a gentleman, ſhe ſhould 
be much better off than remaining 
a ſpinſter, 


TIT FOR TAT. 


* 1 give my money to a vender 

of falſe hair, — a comber of wigs,.— 

a ſlave to fools heads !'\—exclaimed 

Mr. Carter, after peruſing his ſon— 

1n-law's epiſtle —“ No!” continu- 

ed he, „I would ſooner bury .it in 
the earth, than he, or the mean- 

| ſpirited, diſobedient wretch, his wife, 

| + fhould partake of a braſs farthing.” 

& Huſh, my dear,” ſaid Mrs, 

Carter, „to be ſure Wilhelmina 

has given us a prodigious mock, but 


till ſhe is our own child.” 
6 don't 


[1 
AM * 
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« I don't. know that, —I difown 
her, — I waſh my hands of her.“ 

Mrs. Carter ſaw eit was in vain to 
contend the point, and as he entirely 
diſclaimed anſwering the letter, ſhe 
wrote herſelf to her daughter, tell- 
ing her, « there were no hopes of 
her, father's rclenting ; but as ſhe 
muſt have been hurried away by the 
ardency of ber paſſion, her huſband, 
if he was a man of . any ſentiment, 
would not require any further in— 
ducement to uſe her well ;—for her 
part, ſhe was {ſtill all the mother, 
and ſhould ever be glad to hear from 
her dear Wilhelmina ;**— the chid 
her for not*making her her confi— 
dante, knowing the great allowances 
ſhe always made for the fender ſuſcep- 
tthiltiies of delicate minds; but ſhe 
forgave her, and hoped ſhe would 
be happy, though excluded from the 
2 3 polite 


We 
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polite foctety ſhe had been accuſ- 
tomed to, by her hufpand's buſineſs, 
too ſhocking to mention.“ 

Mrs. Carter's clemency did not 
compenſate for the news her letter 
contained, either to: Wilhelmina, or 

her mate, though he was more pa- 
tient than could be expected. 

„h bien, ma chere moitid, ſaid 
he, 4 you muſt ſubmit to figure the 
lady of Monſieur le Fyiſſeur, and be 
thankful you have met ſo good 1 
fate ;—T might have been. a ſtarving 
poet, and brought you to a garret, 
for any thing you knew to the con— 
trary; inſtead of which, you have a 
good houſe over your head, and my 
profeſſion ſo gentlemanly, that I can 
ſcarcely be reckoned a Bourgeois; — 
let me tell you I have the honour to 

be much reſpe&ed and approved.” 
Jt 


w__ 2 12 es. N * 2 2 A - = N 
_ I F T— mꝛꝛ age > e — — 3 
- b N * * 3 - £ . — — — . — — — 
a ; "I, — . 


THE PARSON'S WIFE. 159 
It is certain Beauvais's character 
was no otherwiſe reproachable than 
from his propenſity to draw the long 
bow, and he thought he had drawn 
it to ſome purpoſe, when Miſs Carter 


conſented to elope with him ; but, as 


it proved, they had been mutually de- 
ceived ;—he bore the event, however, 
with a tolerable grace, yet could 
not induce his wife by any means s to. 


_ reliſh her ſi tuation. 


She would not ſtir out, leſt ſhe 


ſhould be ſeen walking by Madam 


de Beaumont, the ſight 'of whoſe car- 
riage paſſing her door, threw her 


into hyſtericks : ſhe conſtantly ſat 


above ſtairs, that ſhe might not ſee 
the ſhop, yet ſhe every day rouged, 


and had her hair dreſſed, which gave 


her a ſhowy appearance at the win- 
dow. Amongſt other eyes, ſhe attract- 
ed 


833 


Up 
3 
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* e 


ed thoſe of the Count de la Toiſon, 
from whom ſhe ſoon after received 
a billet doux, that admirably revi- 


ved her ſpirits ; the Count confeſſed 


her charms had ſub-lued him, an 


aſſignation enfucd, and Wilhelmina 


ſhortly rolled in a chariot, more 
ſplendid than Madam de Beaumont's, 
from whoſe ſocicty ſhe was Will dil- 


tant, but a different claſs cf the 


gay and luxurious threw open thei 


FR 


doors to reccive her. 
Beavais was not r for 


the loſs of his wife, but wiſhed he 


had married the daughter of an ho- 
neſt Bourgeors in his own country : 
Having by the importation of a 


rich Engliſhman's daughter, brought 


on her Samer, and: on himſelf diſ- 
grace. 
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THE FARNESTNESS OF VIRTUE, 


Madam de Beaumont tranſmitted 
Wilhelmina's tranſactions to Lady 
Newland, who wrote them to Mrs. 
Maddel, and Mrs. Maddel was ſo 
affected by the ſubject, ſhe mentioned 
it with tears in her eyes at the rec- 
tory. 

« Good Heaven !” exclaimed 
Mary, „is the unfortunate girl ſo 


no friendly hand be extended to ſave 


her from ſinking deeper in the fatal 


gulph ?—were it poſſible, I would 
go e and 1 her to liſten 
to me.” 


But Mary was not in a ſituation to 
travel; ſhe expected ſhortly to be- 


come a mother. She entreated how- 


4 


irrecoverably loſt to virtue ?— Can 


ever, 
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ever, her father would write to Mr, 
Carter, informing him of his daugh- 


ter's ſituation, and urging the neceſ- 


ſity of reſcuing her from further 
guilt. | 
She wrote herſelf to Madam de 


Beaumont, imploring her to exert 


herſelf in the cauſe, and incloſed a 


few lines to be forwarded to Wilhel- 
mina, to the following purport: 
If one deeply intereſted in your 


fate, can claim attention, I ſhall have 


the happineſs of being heard ;—O ! 
Wilhelmina, I have ſeen you in your 
father's houſe, the delight of fond 
parents, and though not faultleſs, 


(I will not flatter) no ſtranger to 


honour and rectitude; but now I hear 


far otherwiſe,— yet I have neither 


wthority or inclination to reproach 
I only wiſh to unfold truths, 


which may recal you, ere it is too 
late, to the paths you have for- 
ſaken. 5 

The triumphs of the guilty are 
ſhort-lived, and ſucceeded byend leſs 
woe. The eye that ſparkles in vain 
luxury, ſickneſs or ſatiety will 


caprice may deem them changed. 
„Him, in whom you now con- 


„Lac, is not bound to you by any tie, 
human or divine; and, when he for- 
4 ſakes you, whither will you flee f— 
d Inſtantly leave him, as the enemy 
5 of your preſent and eternal peace. 
N I have written to Madam de 


tions; and I hope to be the means 
of your hearing from your father, in 


9 
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dim; or ſhould your charms remain, 


Beaumont to further my ſupplica- 


a manner to encourage every good 


« Hear 


e eee e 


I 
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« Hear the prayers, accompanied 
by the tears of one, who never felt 
ſo much your friend, as at this mo- 
ment; and who preſumes on the 
goodneſs of her intentions to Juſtify 
this liberty. 


66 Mary HI ocnicn,” 


The letters being diſpatched, 
Mary felt ſomewhat eafier,— ſhe 
was ever feelingly alive to the miſ- 
fortunes of her fellow- creatures; 
and being immerſed in guilt, a cala- 
mity threatening endleſs ſufferings, 
ſhocked her nature beyond any 
other. | 

Had Mary been on the ſpot, as 
was Madam de Beaumont, it is moſt 
likely Wilhelmina would have been 
preſerved from the criminal ſtep. 

Mary waited impatiently the re- 
turn of the * her friends en- 

treated 
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treated ſhe would not ſuffer her mind 


to dwell on diſagreeable ſubjects, 


and their word was her law. 

Mr. Godfrey, after paſſing a few 
weeks at the rectory, ſuited himſelf 
with a houſe, within one mile of it, 
to which he removed, and found 
he had effectually eſtabliſhed both 
his own comfort and M. Maddel's, 
by fixing ſo near his dabghter. 

Mr. and Mrs, Mansfield congratu- 
lated themſelves on acquiring ſuch. 
valuable neighbours ; whoſe domeſ- 


tick happineſs, was, if poſlible, 
improved by the birth of a ſon, to 


which Sir Robert Mansfield ſtood 
ſponſer in perſon, who, with Mrs. 
Elizabeth, was on a viſit to his 
ſon and daughter. | | 


5 THE 
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| f 
THE GUILTY CAREER ge. 


INTERRUPTED, : 


Mrs, Elizabetls eld was fal. 
ee by the conjugal felicity 4 
wien her nephew's family, 
and | war the rectory, and was 

_ a ready to acknowledge the 
ſpells of virtue, inſpiring admira- 
tion, and diffuſing content, were 

more potent than any ſhe had ever 
heard of. 
ler conviction 1 ſo | ker of 
the re@or's all- ſubduing worth, that 
the woulg, unacgompanied, paſs thro 
the church-yard, for which, ſhe 
deemed herſelf as valiant as Joan of 
Arc, and thought no heroic exploit 


could evewafter come amiſs to her. 
Not- 
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N otwithſtanding aunt Elizabeth's 
family love, 1t was not without many 
entreaties ſhe ventu red ſo far from 
home. 


C Well,” the wall fay, << Mar- 


tha often told me there was a long 


little rogue, (to the infant) you were 


to ſee you in your mother's arms.“ 
Little Mansfield's 8 mother was his 


chief nurſe, * 


er Conſtance ſo delightfully occupied, 
oe oſt all fears in the hopes of follow- 
zt ing her example. 


N No glooms oppreſſed. her * tl 


0 
1 ſpirits; in all fituations they were 
cl f<mpered by the innate ſerenity her 
t actions formed. For others the 


could ſigh and Weep, but for her- 
_ Pu Tl ſelf 


journey in my tèa- cup; and aye, you 


there alſo; but I am better pleaſed 


Mary, when vieping her friend 


F we 
g * 
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ſelf no rough anxiety diſturbed the 
calm. 

The return of the 2 poſt 
brought a letter from: Madame de 
Beaumont. | 


* 
© To Mrs. HADbLEIGIH. 
MabAM, 
© From a p articular deſire tg 
oblige abſent friends, I ſent your 


note, by my woman, to the guilty 
creature for whom. you are inte- 


reſted. 


« Fanchon found her confined to 
her bed, by bruiſes, received in the 
breaking down of her ill gotten car- 
riage.— I find her face is alſo horrid- 
ly disfigured, by cuts from the glaſs 
of the window, and ſhe is, altogether, 

8 | as 
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the in, a lamentable condition; but the 
Coutit de Ia Toiſon behaves, on 
of fe occaſion, ' with more humanity 
4 than ſhe deſerves; —for, although 
the agremens which attracted bing 
muſt be totally obſcured, he affords 
her houſe-room and proper attend- 
ants. N 5 ; 
1009 wer ier threw her i into ago- 
nies.—She faid, at firſt, you meant 
to inſult her; and defired you might 
e not have your triumph compleated, 
Yur by knowing her ſituation: upon 
I i which Fanchon was leaving her; 
te- but ſhe called her back, ſaying, 
vpon ſecond thoughts, ſhe' believed 
to your intentiohs were not amiſs ; and, 
the when ſhe got better, ſhe would anſwer 
ar- your letter.. f | 
id- 1 have ee to add on chi: . 
als ſubje&t, that.I-have done thus much + 
er, in compliance with your eccentric MK 
in Vor. ll. I wiſhes 
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=  wiches—but muſt beg you. will not ( 
| aſk me to appear any further in the P 
q affair, as I think it wrong to beſtow 

L a thought on ſuch, glaring infamy— a 
| neither have La moment's leiſure for 1 
| indifferent purſuits. th 
I am adviſed to Montpelier, ſp 
J for my health—but ſhall not quit 
Paris theſe three weeks; and ſhall Ni 
| be happy to be honoured with your MW... 
i commands, on any other occaſion : 
4 Being, Madam, with. reſpects to 

( your family, 
=. Tour moſt humble ſervant, 


5 „ EMILIA DE BEAUMONT.” Wi: 


1 
[ | | Mary durſt not truſt herſelf to 
N animadvert on this letter —leſt the 1 


ftiould condemn che writer with the 
* 85 e he 
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ſeverity the evinced to her quondam 
ſchool-fellow. 7 

% Perhaps, faid Mary, c the 
calamity that has befallen Wilhel- 
mina, may awaken her to ſuch 
thoughts as I humbly hoped to in- 
ſpire“ | 

Whatever the cauſe, Mary * 
the gelt might be © repentance, 
never to be repented of.“ 10 


THE MISTAKEN FATHER 
Mr. Godfrey alſo received an 
inſwer to his letter to Mr. Carter. 


ec Tt Haxny Goran, Ef. 


sro, 


«Tam obliged to you, for 
he concern you take in the wicked 
12 baggage— 
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baggage but what I ſay; I always 
ſtand to— neither as a Barber's wife, 
or a Count's miſtreſs, have I any 
thing to ſay to her. Nothing can 
make her more infamous than run- 
ning away from me, who ſupported 
her in an appearance that might have 
attracted a Lord. I daily adviſed her 


to hold her head abbve the com- 
monalty— and this: is the way ſhe has 


Aung my counſel. 

« 1 find all is deceitful in this 
world, but the:true ſterling; there- 
fore, I ſhall keep that as my beſt 
friend, and not expend a fixpence on 
a danghter, who has diſgraced my 
houſe. 


66 7 0m Sir, 


« Your humble ſervant, 


185 SAMUEL CARTER. 
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« Mr. Carter is, indeed, deluded 
and diſgraced,” ſaid Mr. Godfrey, 
« but; more by his own opinions 


than his daughter's conduct.— Vain _ 


man | had he laboured to adorn her 
mind, inſtead of her perſon, he 
might have met the gratitude he 
expected but I will not judge harſh» 


Iy— perhaps, in his. youth, he ſuffer» ' 


ed neglect iu the ſame point - unin- 


| fruted himſelf in the right path,. 
how could he direct his child 2— All- 


bounteous Heaven, how thankful 
ſhould thy, creatures be, who have 
been. trained. in the knowledge that 
enlightens] +48 1 
Mary's heart Aude in "i Gacu- 
lation, and ſhe was revolving in her 
mind how to act, for Wilhelmina's 
advantage, . independent of the aid 
refuſed, when ſhe recollected an el- 
Grly lady at et with whom ſhe 
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had not been intimate, for want of 
time to cultivate the acquaintance— 
but ſhe had greatly admired a cer- 
tain benignity in her manners, 
with which her character corre. 
opens. 
0 . lady Mary wrote, and 
dnss circumſtances in ſuch urgent 
and perſuaſive terms, that ſhe ſoon 
received an anſwer, containing all 
che ſatis faction the caſe could admit, 
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l gabe Being eee ves 
to Kecond ſuch ſentiments as only 

real charity could ſuggeſt, I went 
my ſelf to the unfortunate young per- 


Jon ; who ſeems to have recovered 
A .-. D * from 
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from all ill effects of her aceident, | 


except Tome deep ſcars in her face, 
and they promiſe a continuance. . 


FTbe Count de la Toi ſon has 
diſcarded her; but t preſented her 


with a ſmall ſum, upon which. ſhe 


retired to a lodging where 1 faw 
her, apparently 1 in a Nate: of peni- 
tence—but whether it is inſpired by 
a contrition for her paſt conduct, or 
a ſenſe of her Leſtitute ſituation, I. 
cannot determine, as. Ber manners 
are not very intelligent, ſeemed, 


however, tou view her profeſſions in 
the beſt light 4; and teld her, Ma- 


dam, of. your generous offer to re- 


ceive her in England, and to place 


her in ſome comfortable ſituation, 
until her father, from hearing the 
behaved with propriety, might * 


| induced to lente rn 06 off be 


g 5 


@ 14 8“ Which 
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64 Which offer ſhe. is preparing to 
accept; and ſays, ſhe will ſtudy to 
deſerve your goodneſs. | She told me 
ſhe meant to have anſwered, your 
kind note, but could not. think you 
ſerious in pitying a a perſon | vou had 
cauſe to diſlike. IR 
Every comment, Madam, muſt 
be. inferior to ſuit the, admiration 1 
have for your character—1 therefore 
offer none; but, aſſure 7992 1 feel flat- 
| tered by y your di ine ton! and, with 


. every good wiſh for you e and your” 55 
have the honour to be, Wo: 
2. ' | . „ 


if tn Your moſt humble ſervant, 


l 03/7908 MARIA DE Sanvtrrx.“ 
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She was glad ſhe might 7 
Wilhelmina; to whom, indeed, 
was a new. doctrine that, not jd 0 
forgiveneſs, but relief, ſhould be of- 
fered from whence diſpleaſure and 
cantempt had been juſtly incurred. 


7 


5 1 „ 1 1 7 
GOOD ENDEAVOURS SUCCESSFUL, | 


* 
1 4 


Mary loſt no time in diſpatching a 
meſſenger to London, to meet Wil- 


helmina ; and, in the mean white, 
agreed with a widow woman, both 
chearful and pious, | to admit her 
as a boarder. bf 
Mary knew an appearance of myſ- 
tery, in a country place, never failed 
to form converſations; therefore ſaid, 
the perſon expected, wiſhed to lire 
economical and retired, as her hufl | 


band was abroad. 
is. 
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She did not fuppoſe Wilhelmina 
was attached to either of the two 
ſurnames ſhe had fo much ditho- 
Fee fo called her Weſton. 

Her own maid, who was ſent on 
the embaſſy, was in the ſecret and 
it was not to be imagined Mr. God. 
frey's ſervants would recollect a face 
repreſented to be ſo materially al- 
tered. 

Thus Mary ſtudied to conceal her 
js difgrace, and ſcreen her from 
future. Indeed her countenance was 
effeQually transformed by deep ſcars 
to aſſiſt in the latter—for Mary, 
when the beheld her, could ſcarcely | 
recolle&t a ſet of features ſhe had 

ouce thought pretty—though the ſel- 
dom attracted admiration, for want 
of the TL of an nen 


mind. 1 


| Withel mins 


. 
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Wihelmina, after being received 
with the moſt encouraging gentle- 
.neſs, was conducted to her new 
abode--and ſeemed not inſenſible of 
its comforts, or of Mrs. Hadleigh's 
kindneſs, in promiſing to ſee her 
5 frequently. 
She was furniſhed with entertain- 
ing books, to win her to reading; 
which Mary hoped would ſoon be- 
come a favourite and inſtructive em- 


, ployment.— Mary alſo engaged her 
= aſſiſtance in works of fancy and uti- 
25 hty, and oftentimes walked with 
F her, pointing out the merits of the 
mn = induſtrious females, who laboured 


10 chear fully, and were requited by 
1. content. 

But the friendly, unaſſuming mo- 
nitreſs, was taken from theſe prac- 
tices by the confinement the expected, 
and bleſſed her huſband and friends 
Na 

| WA 16. with. 
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aun, brobghe 3 of e 
licity, not only to the family ſhg 
belonged to, but to the whole admi- 


ring number, who hoped: to fee the 


parent's virtues extend like the 
fruitful olive. 

Thus the rectory iſſued forth the 
voice of gladneſs, and joyful echo 
{ſpread it far ;—neither was it damped 
by unuſual anxiety for the ſond mo- 
ther, who, as ſoom as could be ex- 
pected, returned to ſociety, and eyery 
avocation, domeſtic and benevolent. 

She was particularly , charmed: to 
a her charge at the widow Ben- 
ſon's, had been induſtrious in profi- 


ting by every ſyllable, which, in ear- 


neſt ſolicitude for her happineſs, ſhe 
| had uttered. 
The authors Mary bad, ſelefed, 


| had been e peruſed, which 
produced 
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produced reflections more uſeful 
than Wilhelmina had ever known, 
and left her mind open for furcher 
truths. 

« Oh, Madam! !” ſhe e 
« J have been in a wretched ſtate of 
ignorance; but now I ſee the ſource 
of your goodneſs, and feel the enor- 
mity of my own. guilt.— Aſſiſt me, 
Madam, to devote the remainder 4 
my life to gratitude and penitence,” 

In ſhort, Wilhelmina ſeemed over- 
whelmed with the torrent of her new 
ideas. Mary ſtemmed them with 
words of peace, and left her: calm, 
but not leſs ſenſible of the proſpe& » 
unfolding to her eyes, and engt e 
to her heart. 5 ä 5 

Mrs. Benſon, the good woman 
with whom the boarded, treated her 
with maternal tenderneſs ; and, tho? 


ſhe would not interrupt her medita- 
| tions, 
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tions, by chearful ur varied 
_— . * 1 


# » 


. ru AFFLICTED MOTHER, | 


The Carters abaginecd their FAY 
ter to be purſuing the courfe they 
heard ſhe was in at Paris, till a letter 
from Mrs. Hadleigh undeceiyed 
them, who informed them. of Wil- 
helmina's ſituation, contrition, and 
of her fervent deſire for their forgive. 
neſs. 
„ 80, to crown att,” fad Mr, 
Carter,- <6 ſhe lives upon charity ; 
and uo doubt will come to the parith;| 
and ſerve her right 00—1 have done 
with . 

Mary had alſo telated the accident 
Withelmina had met with in the 


Count de la Toiſon's chariot, as an 
inſtance 


us 


1 


inſtance of divine mercy, that after 
what ſhe had ſuffered from it, her 
life was preſerved for a better end. 


« Alas, my child!” exclaimed 


Mrs. Carter, „her beanty muſt be 
| wholly demoliſhed.” 
„ Egad, ſaid Auguſtus, ſtroakx- 


ing his fleek face, I would not have 
ſuffered ſuch a misfortune for the uni- 
verſe !“ 


His mother, however, could not 


be conſoled by his remaining hand- 
ſome (at leaſt in his own idea); the 


continued weeping for the loſs ſhe 
found her daughter had ſuſtained ; 
_ ſaying it wrung her to the heart; 


and ſhe ſhould fall a victim to > her : 
ſenſibility. 
« Pſha ! woman,” aid her con- 


doling huſband, „ ceaſe your whi- 


OE Es ſhe could not be profita- 
| 7:22 
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bly diſpoſed of, what: fi ignifies how 


ſhe is defacedꝰ 1! 
O, cruel man bee 
father! !—to ſpeak. in ſuch terms of 
our unhappy girl l- Oh, ſhe had the 
ſweeteſt face.! Never more will { 
be counte&like her poor mother — 
and every body ſaid ſhe v was the ery 

moral of me l. 

Ves !—ſhe is the . and 


has the-morals too of all her ſex; z 


deceitful wicked ſex iteis!” 


Mrs. Carter. took exceptions again, 


at the laſt ſpeech and words were 
growing high; but, to do her juſ- 


tice, ſhe never ſtrove very hard for 
the laſt word ſo the converſation 


terminated, where it began, with the 
father's total rejection of his daugh - 
ter—of which, in cavalier terms, he 
e Mrs; I" 


| Mary 
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Marys was ſorry that Wilhelmina 

had ſuch indifferent encouragement 
from her father, but endeavoured to 


con ſole Mer. Fi 


_ She aid, had he alle vouchſafed 
to ſay he forgave, and advanced a 
ſmall, ſum to enable her to get her 


bread, ſhe n have been n 


ly reſignet. 

There is e kad the 
added, « whom I have moſt heinouſs 
V tranſgreſſed againſt, and from 
whom Jean have no pecuniary ex- 
peRtations—but, J will make an ef 


fort to gain his pardon.“ 


Mary judged; of courſe, he 1 


| her huſband, and much approved of 
her writing to him to ſuch a purport; 
but bid her be under no concern as 
to future pn as Mr; 3 


BILL thr 45 (3: - AS 4 
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ward any plan of comfort and Profit 
ſhe could ſuggeſt. 
Wilhelmina made due Ache w. 
RM but did not ſay any thing 
further on the ſubject at that time, 
thinking herſelf at her huſband's dif. 
poſal, ſhould he en to allelt = 
right. 4 een 
However, every thought or nt 
nature was removed, by the anſwer 
to her letter. 
lt came from b bröcher (to 
whom he had left all his effects) in- 
forming her, Beauvais had died 
about a month before, f 2 fever; 
but that ſhe might be perfectly eaſy | 
as to his forgiveneſs, es he left the 
world in charity with every body; 
and ſaid, wherever the was, * 
ed her Well. 
Wänelmina Was Ae Meckel | 
dt the death of Beauvais, which 


* 


Jing to be of ule. 


ſum to be placed in Mrs. Benſon's 
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ſtrengthened every ſerious thought; 
but a few days afterwards ſhe in- 


formed Mrs. Hadleigh the event had 


cauſed her to make up her mind re- 


ſpecting her future ſubſiſtence, which 


in conſideration of the aid generouſly 


offered, was to unite with Mrs. Ben- 


ſon in her little farm; who, from 
preferring-an active life, would fave 
her any laborious employment; tho”, 
as far as ſhe. was able, ſhe was wil- 


* 


Mary commended the , 


thinking it would {till leave her lei- 


ſure for proper reflections; and be 


; advantageous both to herſelf and the 


good woman, whole attentive care 


deſerved” a reward. 


When Mr. Godfrey heard * the 
plan, he inſiſted on advancing the 


eu. 
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hands for the increaſe of ſtock; 
who imagined, at firſt, it was from 
the effects of her boarder's deceaſed 
huſband; but Wilhelmina thinking 
it not improbable that ſne might end 
her days with her, related her ſtory, 
both as a, tribute to ſincerity and 
the benevolence of her friends; 
at which Mrs. Benſon lifted up her 
eyes in wonder, and ſaid, my 
dear child, I pity, yet fejoice over 
Fou, by being thus happily. ſnatched 
from perdition God preſerve you 
in your preſent conduct, and may 
all your. friends follow e Had. 
_ Gs Ros a 
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rer, every reſulting deed, were to 
Uadleigh 
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; Hadleigh fair records of his bliſs; 
and when he rapturouſly folded in 
his arms his infant daughter, each' 
> fond parental wiſh centered in the 
one, that ſhe might prove a true co- 
py of the bright- original; and Mr. 
Godfrey's benedictions on his grand- 
; child, were all: was war: by the 
ſame hope. EE : 
| The more Mr. Godfrey ſaw of 
Hadleigh, the more he thought him 
worthy of his Mary, and of every 
earthly goods he honoured him for 
a certain dignity of ſentiment that 
E exalted his mind, a dignity far re- 
moved from auſterity, by the humi- 
lity his ſtudies inſpired} for he fudied 
to be good as well as learned: where- 
fore his diſcourſes poſſeſſed the firſt 
perfections of clerical elocution.— 


: The language gratifying the ſcholar, 
; 5; "_— 
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though adapted to the capacity of the 
uulettered, and the, ſubjects. being 
made clear, to carry conviction, ne- 
ver failed to edi. 5 
 _ Such was Hadleigh in be . ; 
| —At home, he was the affectionate 
and attentive huſband, and conſiderate 
maſter his father-in-law he re- 
vered, and behaved to him accord- 
ing b e 

To his 3 * was a tem- 
poral, as well as a ſpiritual guide, — 
conſulted by them. in r buſineſs 
of importance. 23 

The elder, in diſpoſing of alibi 
daughters, and the younger, in chu- 
ſing wives, were not {atisfied if the 
rector caſt not an approving eye; 
whigh if he cauld not do conſiſtent 
with his judgment, in friendly 
earneſtneſs, he endeavoured to re- 


move objections. 
In 


/ 
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19 

In chuſing a curate, Hadleigh 
evinced his parochial love, and in- 
variable defire to ſerve merit, by diſ- 
tinguiſhing a young man, who had 
been diſappointed in better expecta - 
tions, and every way qualified to dif- 
charge the important truſt. 

Crawley was alſo · a pleaſant addi- 
tion to their ſociety, his manner? 
being animated by an invincible good. 
humour, and wiſh to pleaſe ; when 


he was preſent, neither ſnuffing the 


candles, or ſtirring the fire, were 
neceſſary to give a fillip to converſa« 
tion, 

At the rectory, where 25 hearts 
promoted pleaſantry, he gaily joined 
in it; and in leſs brilliant families, 
he filled their pauſes by the welle 
told tale, 


2 Thus 
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Thus the day ſeemed unuſually te- 
Jious where Crawley failed to ap- 
pear ;—the-elders of the family won. 
dered what, was become of: him; 
the daughters roſſed their heads, ſup. 


_ poſing: he was better engaged; and 
the ſons, to end all diſputes, ſe 


off to ſeek: him. eb vr Vol. 
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 viotnukinerns Love. 


20 25 


Ib Ciawley was! elected, he was 
at firſt alſo feared by thoſe pru- 
dent fathers who thought wealth an 
indiſpenſable ———_ when their 


daughters wedded. 


lis equal conduct, however,: MA 
n room for ſuch {apprehenfſions : 
but it was not improbable the young 
women might be too ſenſible of his 
"2 merit. 5 b- 


However 


th 
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-W However he had lived ſeveral 
PW months amongſt them, and conti- 
n. nued to be as welcome at every houſe 
as in the firſt week of his introdue= 
p- tion; for though the frankneſs of 
10 his deportment familiarized him as I 
et Na brother, his impartial gay atten- 
tions precluded ſerious NW of 
a different nature. ) 
Hadleigh and Mary l : 
marvelled at the indifference with 
which he would mention the G 
as belles, agreeing if he had not ſuch 
u- excellent ſpirits, they ſhould ſup- 
an poſe he had loſt his heart before he 
eit came there: — indeed he ſometimes 
talked of making love to Mrs. Eliza- 
ve beth Mansfield, becauſe, he ſaid,” 
s: ö the was one of the beſt of mor- 
ng tals;“ but three crows having flew 
1is {over their heads the firſt day they 
Vor. II. 3 met, 
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met, diſcouraged him from urging 
his ſuit. 
Crawley would thus t treat the ſub- 
ject of love: — but the rector and his 
wife were not wrong in their con. | 
jectures; his heart was wholly be- 
ſtowed on a young woman, to whom 
he had been long engaged, and the 
= — certainty of poſſeſſing her's, though 
W ina ftate of ſeparation, inoreaſedſ th: 
| 


natural hilarity of his diſpoſition. 

Crawley's father was a clergyman, 
nw in the north -of England, but dying 
1 when his ſon was twelve years of 
age, he only left the means to bring 
him up to the profeſſion he was de- 
ſigned for, without a ſufficiency to 
Hi purchaſe a living, —but he thought 
4 | Heloft him a ꝓatron in Lord M 


and if the {miles and commendations 
of dis lordſhip intitled him to the v 
Fa. | 2 nan 
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name, he deſerved it: 


THE PARSON'S WIE. 195 
but- Craw- 
ley found, after two years attendance, 
thoſe mere glittering -proofs of diſ- 
tinction were all he had to expect; 
therefore wiſely looked about him, 
and had the good fortune to hear of 
the curacy at G——, through a 
neighbour who had been in that 
part of the world, and well know- 
ing Mr. Hadleigh, judged his young 
friend would be favourably received. 

The only difficulty ariſing to 
Crawley was from the above- men- 
tioned attachment. 

To leave Lydia Willoughby, v was 


quitting the ſupreme joy of his 


life. They had been brought up 


together, and as they grew in ſta- 
ture, increaſed in love. 


Lydia's parents dying when the 


was a child, left her to the care of 


K 2 n 8 
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Crawley” 8 mother, but her fortune 


was to remain in her guardians 


hands till ſhe became of age, when 


1 ſhe determined to beſtow 1 it on Cray 


ley. Though ſuch an intention was 
carefully coucealed from the truſ- 
tees, they were rather apprehen- 
| five of the match; and had they been 
aſcertained of its being in agitation, 
they would, no doubt, have taken 
meaſures to prevent it. 

The only near relations Lydia 
had, were an uncle and his family, 
in the Weſt Indies ;-and they merely 
intereſted themſelves ſo far about 
Her, as to keep up a formal corre. 
r {aq 
| She had been particularly enJoin- 

ed to Mrs. Crawley's protection by 
her mother, who had lived with 
that lady in the ſtricteſt Habits of 
friendihip, 


Th be 
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The guardians appointed were 
eſteemed as men of integrity, but 


| ſhe little thought they would aſ- 


ſume the power of chuſing for her 


P daughter, in the important article 


of marriage. 


One had a ſon, and the other a 


nephew, they each wiſhed to recom- 
mend; but Lydia reſerved herſelf 


for Crawley, who reconciled him- 
ſelf to accept ſuch a diſintereſted 
proof of her regard; becauſe, had 


the ſuperiority of fortune been on 


his fide, he felt ſhe would have been 

his fondeſt choice ;—but Lydia was 
only in her nineteenth year, and to 
remain inactive in his profeſſion two | 
years longer, neither ſuited his diſ- 
poſition or ſentiments, wherefore 


he bid her adieu, reſolving the re- 
membrance of her at G—, ſhould 


. 3 brighten 
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brighten every —_— her _ 


had inſpired, 


A SURPRISE. 


4 J wiſh Crawley,” faid Had- 
leigh, one day, you would com- 


mence Benedick;—1I have ſo high an 
opinion of what your choice would 


he, that I think our ſociety would 


be greatly improved by ſuch an 
event.“ 


Crawley ackowled ged the compli- 


ment, but ſaid, *he had no o thought 


of marrying. at preſent.” 

Hadleigh, by repeating the words 
at preſent, reminded Crawley of hav- 
ing fomewhat accented them ; and 
a converſation. enſued, which end- 
ed in his telling the circumſtances 


of his attachment. 
In 


— — 2 — 7 
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In Hadleigh there was a friend- 
ly openneſs that invited confidence; 


neither was Crawley ſorry to diſ- 


card a reſerve, which had prevent- 
him ever mentioning a name fo 
dear to him. 


Hadleigh never diſcourſed with a 


friend on particular ſubjects, but he 


eſſayed to give ſome better teſtimo- 
ny than words, that he was kindly 
intereſted; he, therefore, ſought his 
wite, and conſulted with her how 
to procure the company of Mrs, 


| Crawley and Miſs Willoughby at 


the rectory, in order to OR and 
delight the young man. 3 

Mary was not given to delibera- 
tion, when the means appeared of 
promoting ſatisfaction, and wrote as 


follows : 


K 4 „ 
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« 7% Mrs. CRAWLEY, 


 Manpam, 


Mr. Crawley is we ſuch 
- conſequence amongſt us, we feel 
incapable of ſparing him to pay his 
reſpects in the north, but have a 
private perſuaſion he is very anxious 
to ſee. you, which occaſions me to 
take this liberty, and to acquaint you 
that Mr. Hadleigh and myſelf will 
think ourſelves moſt kindly diſtin- | 
guiſhed, if you will gratify our de- 
fire to be introduced to you, and 
your ſon's affection, by paſſing a few 

months at G re@ory. 
% We hear there is a young lady 
under your Protection, whoſe com- 
| PANY 
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pany we alſo covet. G is not 


| devoid of charms; and nothing fhall 


be wanting, on my part, to teſtify 
the pleaſure I ſhall experience. 

Mr. Crawley knows not of my 
temerity; but I truſt, madam, you 
will convince me I have not too 
large a ſhare, by the preſence of 
yourſelf and Miſs Willoughby, 

% Be aſſured, you will not come 
to ſtrangers, but to thoſe who al- 


ready eſteem you, from a knowledge 
of your ſon, and aſpire to be called 


friends. | | 
ce J am, Madam, reſpectfully, : 
“ Your's,. 


« Mary HADLEIGH.” 


This letter confirmed to Mrs. 


Crawley the characters her ſon had. 


K 5 given 
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given her of the rector and his wife; 
and ſhe ſaid to Miſs Willoughby, 

„the invitation appeared irreſiſt- 
able.“ 

Lydia being entirely of her way 
of thinking, an anſwer was ſent 
with all ſpeed, to announce the ob- 
ligation they felt, and to inform Mr. 
and Mrs. Hadleigh they propoſed 
themſelves the pleaſure of ſceing 
them the enſuing week. 
Mary congratulated herſelf on the 
ſucceſs of her plot to ſurpriſe. 
Crawley, and on the day ſhe expect- 
ed the ladies, gave him an invitation 
to dinner. He judged there was to 
be company, and rather wondered 
he had not heard who; but after 
morning prayers, equipped himſelf 
in his laſt new black ſuit, and, in 
all the neatneſs of clerical propri- 


"yy, ona at tle rectory; but 
dinner 
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dinner party only conſiſted of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hadleigh, Mr. Godfrey, 
and Mrs. Maddel.—Crawley was 
| ſurpriſed, but not chagrined, as his 
uſual chearfulneſs evinced, till about 
five o'clock in the afternoon, when 
a. poſt chaiſe ſtopped at the door. 

% Come, (faid Hadleigh) let us 
go and hand the ladies in;“ upon 
which. Crawley followed him. 

It was hard, to ſay whether his j joy 
or aſtoniſhment was moſt predomi- 
nant. 

He rubbed his eyes—he begged to 
be fouſed in the fiſh-pond, or toſſed 
in'a blanket, as proofs poſitive that 
he was awake; — but no perſon be- 
ing inclined to do him ſuch a favour, 
a ſhort time convinced him of the re- 
-ality of his bliſs, - and informed him 
to whom he was indebted for it. 
EL © is A DIS» 
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A DISCOVERY. 


Hadleigh and Mary certainly ſtu- 
died Crawley's ſatisfaction, inde- 
pendent of their own, when they 
invited his mother and Lydia—but, 
after the introduction, they were con- 
vinced they had procured themſelves 
very agreeable acquaintances. 
. Mrs. Crawley was betweeen forty 
and fifty, with a very pleaſing per- 
ſon and addreſs ;—her excellent ſpi- 
rits gave her a readineſs of expreſ- 
ſion; and a ſtudious deſire to pleaſe, 
ſtood in the lieu of refined polite- 
neſs ;—yet ſhe piqued herſelf on 
ſpeaking her mind, and advanced her 
opinions with ſuch warmth, it was 
apparent ſhe would not eaſily ſuffer 
a contradiction of them, 


Her 
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Her affection to her ſon was un- 
bounded; ſhe thought him deſerving 
of every diſtinction riches or merit 
could confer, which reſtrained her 
from feeling any inconvenient deli- 
cCacies reſpecting Lydia's choice; — 

ſhe was perfectly aſſured Philip would 

do it honour—nor was ſhe too par- 
tial for the ſtrictneſs of his prin- 
ciples entirely equalled his love. 

Lydia was a retired character; ſhe 
ſpoke little, but whatever ſhe utter- 
ed, convinced her hearers diffidence, 


not incapacity, kept her too often 
filent:—ſhe was pliable in yielding 


to good improſſions, and reſolute in 
retaining them ;—having made every 
improvement the country afforded, 
ſhe might be ſtyled accompliſhed. 
Fer perſon was tall and genteel ; 
which, with the bloom of health in 
her face, and a gentle unaſſuming 
air, 
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air, gave her advantages over many 
more regularly beautiful, and con- 
fc1ous.of the gift. 
Mrs. Hadleigh introduced her new 
friends at the afſembly, where Craw- 
ley danced with Lydia, and con- 
winced every body, he could, when 
he pleaſed, mark his attentions with 
other points beſides W and 
civility. 

The obſervation of one of the 
belles was, that Miſs Willoughby 
was paſſable—but very different from. 
her ideas of Mr. Crawley's taſte ;— 
ſhe was too much of ſtill life for one 
ſo animated; but there was no ac- 
counting for the difference of opi- 
nions. 
0 True, Madam;“ ſaid Crawley, 
(being nearer than ſhe ſuppoſed) 
„in matters of fancy the learned 
differ; and—_” 
2 0 Pray, 
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Pray, Crawley, who is that 
divine girl you have been dancing 


with?“ ſaid a favourite of the lady's, 


at the fame inſtant, with a look of 
contempt, ſhe walked to another part 
of the room. 


Lydia, on her part, thought moſk; 


of the ladies handſome, and almoſt 


wondered her ſwain had remained 
conſtant ; and flattered herſelf, as he 
had ſtood ſo long a teſt, he would 
continue immovable to her diſad- 
vantage. 

Mrs. Crawley eyed the ladies too, 
fomewhat cunoufly, and, with true 
diſcernment, diſcovered that her ſon 
was a favourite amongſt them, but 
his indifference had prevented him 
intereſting their hearts; and the ob- 


ſervation gratified her; for, had any 


thing occurred to interrupt Philip's 


union with Lydia, it is moſt pro- 
bable 
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bable the difappointment would have 
proved fatal to her. 

Mrs. Crawley was a woman fo 
much eſteemed for the acuteneſs of 
her judgment and domeſtic perfec- 
tions, that ſhe had met with ſeveral 
offers, after her huſband's. death; 
and was thought in the wrong, by 
ſome people, for remaining fingle ; 
but ſhe ſaid her ſon and Lydia en- 
groſſed too large a ſhare of her affec- 
tion for her to have a ſufficient re- 
ſerve for a ſecond huſband; but 
ſhe, laughing, told Crawley, he 
was then. in ſome danger of having a 
ſtep-father ; as an agreeable, inde- 
pendent. batchelor had ſettled in the 
neighbourhood, after paſſing moſt of 
his life abroad. She added, that 
from having travelled,” he was ſome- 
times entertaining, but, at others, 


he ſeemed loſt to every thing plea- 
ſant, 
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ſant, and almoſt ready to deſtroy 
himſelf ;—however, he had told her 
that if ſhe would take him for better 
for worſe, he would endeavour to 
diſmiſs all diſagreeable thoughts. 

« A fair offer, undoubtedly ;”? 
ſaid Crawley, “ and pray, Madam, 
what is his name?“ 

« Stanley,“ was the anſwer; upon 
which Mr. Godfrey roſe, and walked 


about the room. 


You are not well, Sir;“ ſaid Mary, 
anxiouſly ſurveying her father. 
He replied he was only ſurprized ; 
as the perſon Mrs. Crawley had 
mentioned, could be no other, by 
— 
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the deſcription, than the Stanley who 
wanted Godfrey-cottage. 

„J am certain, Mr. Godfrey,” 
ſaid Mrs. Crawley, „you know 
ſomething amiſs of him; but J aſ- 
ſure you, Sir, I received his pro- 
feſſions with the ſame lightneſs 1 
mention them; — my reſolutions 
againſt a ſecond marriage are invin- 
eible; — beſides, Mr. Stanley is a man 


I rather diſlike— there is a myſtery 


in his conduct that argues duplicity; 


and I prefer ingenuous frankneſs, 
though tarniſhed by the conſtant 


fumes of the chimney that ſmoked 
for their chriſtening, to the ſuperfi- 


cial luſtre of far-fetched, y”_= re- 


ſerve.“ 


Mr. Godfrey owned he had min 


to condemn the principles of the per- 


fon in queſtion, and ſhould be ſorry : 


any 
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any friend of his ſhould be on inti- 
mate terms with him. 


Mr. Godfrey thought to advance 


an opinion, and not juſtify it, was 
1mproper; he therefore related the 
injury he had received from Stanley, 
or rather Winterton. . 

« Bleſs me, Sir;”” returned Mrs. 
Crawley, it was incumbent on you 
to proſecute him ; by not doing ſo, 
you are anſwerable for any ſimilar 
acts he may commit.“ 


Mr. Godfrey replied he had feaſom 
to think, from an undiſguiſed narra- 
tive given him by Winterton, that 


he had, nor never intended to be 
gvilty of the like again; ſo he for- 


gave him, and left him to the re- 
proaches of his conſcience for his pu- 


niſhment. 


Mrs. Crawley ay argued he 


| deſerved the rigour of the law; and 
had 
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had the caſe been publiſhed, no 


doubt the would have had many on 
ber ſide — for Mr. Godfrey was parti- 
cular in his ſentiments reſpecting 
mercy; being exactly of a diſpoſition 
to forgive his brother « ready times 
leven,* ' 

Like Mary, and other . . 
he had ſometimes experienced con- 
tempt from whence he merited gra- 
titude—but the inward plaudits re- 
mained, encouraging him to n 
in the gentle courſe. 

He wrote, however to Winterton; 
adviſing him to remain retired, nor 
ſeek to unite himſelf to unimpeached 
worth; adding, though his forgive- 
neſs was his ſecurity in this life, it 


would become him to employ his 


preſent hours in trying to atone for 
the paſt. 


| Mr. 
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Mr. Godfrey did not receive any 
anſwer to his letter; but a corre- 
ſpondent of Miſs Willoughby's ac- 
quainted her that Mr. Stanley had 
ſuddenly quitted the neighbour- 
hood. 

Mrs. Crawley obſerved he might 
ſtrive to elude Mr. Godfrey's know- 
ledge, but he carried a little me- 
mento within, as officious as the 
flappers recommended by Swift. 

This ſubject was ſoon abſorbed in 
many more agreeable—for innocent 
mirth preſided at the rectory, in 
which Crawley was an able ſup- 

porter—ſwiftly darting for the fid- 
dle, when a dance was propoſed, or 
tuning his voice to give the demanded 
ſong. 

Sometimes he read to the party 
cards were never called in as auxilia- 
ries, to kill time amongſt themſelves; 

but, 


* : 
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but, in mixt companies, Hadleigh 
and Mary chearfully joined in a rub- 
ber at whiſt, or a pool of com- 
morce. 


RURAL FELICITY. 


Sir Robert Mansfield and Mrs. 
Elizabeth having long out: ſtaid their 
propoſed time in G — ſhire, re- 
turned to Mountain Grove, and were 
once more ftele- a- tete in the family 
manſion. 

After ſhaking hands ih the 
ſquires and the miniſter, Sir Robert 
found the chief pleaſures of his 
return exhauſted ; ſo he betook him- 
ſelf to his elbow chair, to ruminate 
on his ſon's happineſs. 

Mrs, Elizabeth took a retroſpec 
alſo of paſt ſcenes, and communica- 

died 
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ted them to Mildred, the houſekeep- 
cr, who blefled young maſter, and 
longed to dandle him in her arms. 

„O, he is the ſweeteſt boy!“ 
ſaid Mrs. Elizabeth, „ and Mrs. 
HFadleigh has got a girl equally 
beautiful ;—who ever lives to ſee it, 
they will make a match; but the 
dear lambs may meet With numerous 
croſles before that time.' 

% Aye, Madam,” replied Mildred, 
many are the crofles and tofles 
which befall true /oveyers ; there is 
David's father has taken it in his 
head he ſhall not marry Sally Lewin, 
becauſe Farmer Lloyd's daughter has 
fancied the lad, and will have a por- 
tion of ten pounds: Sally, poor 
thing, takes on ſadly; but David 
cannot bring her to have him, with- 
out his father's conſent,” 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Elizabeth made no anſwer, 
but went and told the affair to me 
brother. 

% No; ſaid * % my little 
fairy's favourite ſhall not be miſe- 
rable for the value of ten pounds :;— 
ſend for old David directly.“ 
Old David had already been blamed 
by moſt of the village; and ap- 
proached the Baronet with ſome 

dread. 
What is this I heap. of you ?” 
ſaid Sir Robert, “ is: it true that you 
want your ſon to break his word to 
Sally Lewin?“ 

«© Why Hur means Hur ſon's good, 
pleaſe your Worſhip.” 

« But your good, and your ſon” 8 
good, David, is to act honeſtly. If 
he has gained the girl's affections, 
and does not repay them, he is a 
villain; and, if you inſtigate him to 

refuſe 
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refuſe her her due, you are doubly 
ſinful.” 

{216i Hur would not ſin wilfolly, 
your Worſhip.” 

„Well then, now you do know, 
go and do what 1s right ; and when 
the couple are married, ſend them to 
RON e | 

David obeyed. 

A few days after the young: people 
were united; and went from church 
to pay their reſpects at the Grove. 

After humbly thanking Sir Ro- 
bert for the influence he had exerted 
in their favour, they were departing; 
but he recalled the bride, and, put- 
ting ten guineas into her hands, bid 
her tell her father. in- law ſhe had a 
dowry as well as her neighbours; 
and now,” he added, * my ſiſter 
has ordered a dinner for you; which, 
if you do not all partake of with glee, 

Yot. IL. EH. the 
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ſhe will be diſappointed, Remem- 
ber, Sally, we diſtinguiſh you, be- 
cauſe you are a good girl, and eſ- 
teemed by Mrs. Hadleigh ; therefore 
continue worthy, and we wlll gh 


ſce you righted.” 
Sally made an eloquent, if not an 


elegant curtſey for it conveycd all 


the gratitude her heart was too o full 


to utter, 

The happy party enjoyed Mrs. 
_ Elizabeth's treat — who frequently 
bid them welcome; and told them to 


drink the healths of all friends in 


G ſhire, particularizing the 
names of Mr. and Mrs, Mansfield, 


the young heir, Mr. and Mrs. Had- 


leigh, and her future neice; being 


convinced the infants were ſet down 


in the book of fate for man and 
wife. 


The 
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The good lady did not omit a 
bride cake; and ſaw portions drawn 
nine times through the wedding ring, 
to be diſtributed amongſt the young 
men and maidens. Each tittercd at 
the preſent, but carefully placed it 
in their boſoms, in order to ſleep on 
it at night; and were aſſured they 
ſhould” be aſcertained, before morn-— 
ing, for whom they were deſtined. 

Mrs. Elizabeth wrote an account of 
the wedding to her neice, and gave 
her brother due praiſe for bringing 
it about; but ſaid, „ as it was im- 
poſſible to touch pitch and not be 
defiled, ſo aſſociating with virtue 
cauſes a communication; aud the 
good thoughts of herſelf and her 
brother were all perfected, by paſſing 
lo long a time amongſt their friends 


at G .* 


L2 Coufam 
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Conſtance carried the letter to 
Mary, who exclaimed, Worthy. 
ſoul ! were thy heart analized, not 
one particle, incompatible with true 
merit, would riſe againſt thee !” 
Sir Robert's generoſity was highly 
applauded, and the unanimous opi- 
nion was, that Sally Lewen deſerved 
 1t—who remained ſingle to admi- 
niſter comfort to hae: infirm pa- 
ent, and, after his death, would 
not be united to her love, without 
the conſent of his father. 

Hadleigh declared a more power- 
ful ſenſe of filial duty was rarely in- 
ſtanced ; and, as the characteriſtic 
of piety, the genuine offspring of a 
virtuous mind, it demanded the moſt 
pointed encouragement, 

«© How often,” ſaid Mrs. Craw- 
ley, „merit ſinks in oblivion, for 
want of ſimilar minds to publiſh it ; 
for 
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for, like one of its attributes, true 
charity, * it vaunteth not itſelf.” 

Mrs. Crawley, at G——, was in 
better humour with the world than 
_ ever ſhe had been in her life before. 

The quickneſs of her penetration 
had often diſcovered latent foibles in 
cſtimable perſons ;—but, the more 
ſhe knew of her G = friends, 
the better they bore inſpection. 


THE AMIABLE CORRESPONDENT. 


Mary correſponded regularly with 
hes friend Jemima, who ſeemed very 
happy in the married ſtate—writing 
according to the gaicty that ever dif- 
tinguiſhed her. 

She ſaid, Lewiſham and berſelf, 


were very umpatient to viſit G, 
L 3 and, 


3 on 
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and, when ſhe had that happineſs, 
ſhe ſhould not omit paying her de- 
yours to the meadow in which ſhe 
firſt beheld her Charles : as her 
| heart ever throbbed with joy when 
ſhe recollected an event, that occa- 
ſioned his being diſcovered to his 
friends at the reQory ; a diſcovery 
they both thought the ſource of the 
felicity they experienced, 
| Jemima in two ſituations had ſuc- 

ceeded Mary; but in Godfrey Cot- 
tage, ſhe was a more complete ſub— 
ſtitute for her, than at Godfrey 
Hall. 4 
As Mrs. Lewiſham's conduct 
daily increaſed her conſequence, and 
though the former patroneſs of the 
village was ſtill remembered with 
unabated love, regret ceaſed. 

Lady Newland and Jemima were 


inſeparable;—he er ladyſhip found in 
her 


. 


WY 
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her young neighbour's ſociety, more 
real ſatisfaction than ſhe had ever 


known in her daughter's, whoſe 


letters ſtill gave her uneaſineſs, as 
they neither denoted health or con— 


tent; but ſhe continued to hope 


the beſt: for when Emilia married, 


ſhe thought the alteration in her 
ſtate, might happily inſpire ſerious 
ideas; and now the anxious parent 


looked forward to the age, when 


maturity awakens reflection, for 
her daughter's conduct to be an» 


ſwerable to her wiſhes. 
Jemima ſtreygthened every thought 


which ſeemed eſſential to Lady 
| Newland's peace, and by her chear- 
ful manners diſſipated all which 
invaded it. 


Jemima's young ſiſter ſtill remain- 


ed with her, and the elder Lewiſham 
included her, as it were, amongſt 


L 4 his 
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his children; ſhe was certainly an 
engaging girl, and well juſtified his 
kindneſs, in telling her to conſider 
Godfrey Cottage as her home. 

Thus Mr. Arthur Conway's do— 
meſtic cares, on his children's ac- 
count, Were decreaſing apace. 

Mr. Godfrey undertook to advance 
his eldeſt ſon in the law. — The 
youngeſt, deſigned for the ſea, his 
coulin Conway patronized ; ſo that 
only one daughter remained at home, 
about eight years old, who was at 
once their care and delight. 

Mrs. Conway had received many 
intreaties to viſit her daughter Lewi- 
ſham, but her huſband being con- 
fined to London, by his employment, 
ſhe could never attain reſolution to 
leave him, knowing his own fire- 
ſide was his chief pleaſure, and if 

bib: 
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he found that cheerleſs and ſolitary, 
it was not caſy to make him amends. 

Mr. Godfrey was their favourite 
theme ;— “ ſuch a man, (Mr. Con- 
way would exclaim) deſerves to be 
canonized! But he will live in the 
memories of thoſe he has made 
happy, from generation to genera— 
tion, if their gratitude but half equals 
his goodneſs.” Neither was their 
couſin Conway and his amiable wife, 
forgotten when culogiums aroſe. _ 

Mr. and Mrs. Conway, as. well 
as Mr. Barrington, continued in 
the neighbourhood of Godfrey Hall, 
retaining a ſincere friendſhip for the 
farmer inhabitants of that place ;— 
they ſeldom, ſaw the Carters ;— 
Auguſtus, they heard, paid his addreſ- 
ſes to one of the young ladies at 
Godfrey Hall, who was not more 
fayourable to him than Miſs God- 
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frey or Miſs Newland, though her 


father approved him as a young man 
of fortune, and negatively good. 


Mrs. Carter never durſt mention 


her daughter's name to her huſ— 
band, but ſhe, nevertheleſs, often 


thought of Wilhelmina, and wrote 
to her, incloſing the letter to Mrs. 
Hadleigh, ſuperſcribed 


« J Miſs CARTER. 


And is it true, my dear child, 
that your ſweet face, on which 1 
have ſo often gazed with delight, is 


ſo cruelly altered ?—How often have 
I bleſſed 
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I blefled inoculation, unfearful of 


ravages on your beauty from any 
future cauſe :—I can make no la- 
mentations ſufficiently expreſſive of 


my tender feelings on the ſhocking 


event I am anxious to know, my 
love, how you ſupport yourſelf under 
it, and how you paſs your moments, 
once dedicated to elegant plcaſures : 


In all ſituations, I conjure you, re- 


member what you was born to, and 
maintain a conſcious dignity; never, 
newer infringe it, by ſtooping to the 
opinions of thoſe, who have, to be 
ſure, ſome merit in their treatment 
of you; but if you once give up 
your conſequence, they will natu- 
rally trample on you.— Your father 
remains obdurate, he is not formed, 


like us ladies, for gentle ſuſcepti- 


bilities ;—I could not forbear giving 
L you 
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you this inſtance of my tenderneſs; 
being my dear Wilhelmina's 


& unalterably affectionate mother, 


«© MARIA CARTER,” 


Wilhelmina did not receive much 


pleaſure from an epiſtle ſo retrograde 


to her newly imbibed principles, 
but anſwered it, telling her mother, 


„ ſhe was obliged to her for the no- 
tice ſhe took of her, yet hurt by 


her reflections on friends, who had 
reſcued her from endleſs miſery, as 


| ſhe would humble herſelf even to 


the duſt to ſhew her conviction of 
their goodneſs;“ expatiating further 
on the ſubject in ſimilar terms. 
Mrs. Carter read the letter twice 
over, and eyen then, it was pron 


her comprehenſion. 


„ 


She 
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She told Auguſtus, his poor ſiſter 

was undoubtedly out of her mind; 

4 for (ſaid ſhe) in her perfect ſenſes, 

. ſhe would have ſcorned ſuch pro- 

velling notions :—I am perſuaded,” 
ſhe added, “ that Hadleigh is a me- 
thodiſt preacher, and he and his wife, 

| who was always ridiculouſly purita— 

nical, have both .together diſturbed 

my poor girl's precious intellects, 

making her believe that the loſs of 

her beauty 1s a joyful event, and 

_ cloathing her perhaps in ſackcloth 
and aſhes, for the good of her ſoul : 

but I will ſnatch her from ſuch fal- 
lacious doctrine, if I can poſſibly 

effect it.“ 

Lord, mother!“ ſaid Auguſtus, 
“ think you had better leave her 
alone; for you would not like her to 


go to Bedlam, and my father will 
never 
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never be at the expence of a private 
mad-houſe,” 
„Silence monſter !— ſhall ſwoon 
if you talk of cither; I am refolved to 


ſee her: — but if you tell your father, 


I will never forgive you.” 

Auguſtus promiſed ſecrecy, and 
ſhe informed Mr. Carter, ſhe wiſhed 
to viſit her brother, Mr. Smithſon, 
as ſhe had done more than once, 


to amuſe her thoughts after Wilhel- 


mina's elopement. 


Accordingly Mrs. Carter went to 
Mr. Smithſon's the next day, but 


after ſtaying one night in London, 


took a chaiſe and ſet off for G—. 
She talked to all the inn-keepers 
on the road, of the injury her /cel- 
ings ſuſtained in travelling, unattend- 
ed; but ſaid, „ the had a fender 


point in view.“ 


Withour 
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Without opening her lips, the 
would have attracted ſufficient no- 
tice ;—her ſhort, fat figure, in a light 
cloth riding habit, with a ſmall 
white hat and feathers, leaving her 
plump face fully expoſed, was eyed 
as ſomewhat original, by all who 
1taw her. 

When ſhe ſtopped at the rectory, 
and put her head out of the chaiſe 
window, Crawley vowed the Em- 
preſs Rufly Fuſly was coming 

amongſt them; but when ſhe entered 
the room, hyſterically demanding 
her child, thoſe who had never ſeen 
her before, could not tell what to 
think. 
But Mary was both acquainted 
with her perſon and manner, and 
ſaid, ** ſhe would conduct her to 
her daughter, as ſoon as ſhe was 
more compoled,” 


3 « That 


* 
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4% 'That I ſhall never be,“ ſhe re- 
turned, “ my poor heart is rent 
with conflicting griefs: don't you 
ſee how I am fallen away ?— But 

how is my child? is ſhe more ra- 
tional? I hope no cruelties have 
been practiſed, —harſh methods ne- 
ver ſucceed with tender natures ;— 
ſhaving her head, indeed, on be of 
ſervice.” 
Wh. Madam! . bid Mary, ** 
iſhed.— | 
D O far be it from me to "or Im- 
polite; you muſt allow for a mother's 
emotions ;—but lead me to her,—let 
me be involved in all my miſery at 
once.“ 


LITTLE 


| "OY 
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LITTLE GREATNESS, 


Mrs. Carter continuing in ſuch an 
abſurd ſtrain, diſcouraged Mary from 
exhibiting her 1 in the walk to Mrs. 
Ben ſon s. 

She therefore wrote a note to 
Wilhelmina, acquainting her, in tlie 
leaſt agitating terms, that her mo- 
ther was arrived at the rectory, and 
impatient to ſee her. 

Wilhelmina haſtened as faſt as Per 
ſurpriſe would permit. 

The meeting between her and her 

mother, was, on one ſide, unaffected 
emotion, and on the other, natural 
feelings ſtrained to ludicrous bom- 
baſt. | 

Mary left them alone, thinking 


i moſt proper ; but Mrs. Carter's 
voiceferous 
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voiceferous bewailings over the ſcars 
in her daughter's face, and broken 


ſentences alluding to the barber, and 


the Count, rcſounded through the 
houſe, and induced Mary to return 


and interrupt them. 
„Well, madam, (ſaid the) you 


find Wilhelmina quite clear in her 


intellects: wherefore did you draw 
concluſions to the contrary !“ 

Mrs, Carter replied, ** to be ſure 
ſhe perceived no ſigns of raving 
madneſs, but ſhe thought the dear 


girl's ſpirits were deplorably broken; 


and no wonder, for if ſhe ever looked 
in a glaſs, it was enough to break 
her heart :—** come, Wilhelmina,” 
ſhe added, I will accompany you to 


your habitation ; I fear, alas! it is 


very inadequate to your birth and 


EX pectations.“ 
Wilhelmina 
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Wilhelmina glad to put a period 
to the trouble at the rectory, con- 
ducted her mother to the widow 
Benſon's. 

Mrs. Carter held up her petticoats 
to her ancles, as ſhe paſſed through 
the brick kitchen to the parlour; 
which ſhe deigned to acknowledge 
was better than ſhe had ſuppoſed. 

Wilhelmina ſtrove to engage her 
attention to the numerous obliga- 
tions conferred on her by Mrs. Had- 
leigh and her family ; but the ſub- 
je& only produced murmurings, that 
ſhe had not been invited to reſide at 
the reQtory ; and even that was too 
obſcure a life for one bred like her: 
* but common minds,” Mrs. Carter 
added, n not decide delicately 
in nice points.“ 

Wilhelmina finding h heme oppoſite 


her mother's ſentiments were to her 
own, 
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own, changed the topic, deploring 
her father's firm reſentment, and 
aſked “ if Auguſtus ever recollected 
her as part of the family?“ upon 
which Mrs. Carter related her con- 
verſation with him, on ſuppoſing 
her ſenſes diſordered. Wilhelmina 
derived no very high opinion of her 
brother's tenderneſs, from the part 

he bore in it; but her mother in- 
formed her, © he was then wholly 
engroſſed by his paſſion for a young 
lady at Godfrey Hall; and as her fa- 
ther and Mr. Carter were determined 
on the match, ſhe believed youre 
ſoon be married.” 

j Mrs. Benſon did not intrude on the 
mother and daughter, till a roaſted 
g chicken was carried in for ſupper; 
. 
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when ſhe followed, to take her ſeat 


at the table. | | 
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„Where have you been my good 
friend?“ ſaid Wilhelmina, “ I have 
been wiſhing to introduce you to 
my mother. 

Mrs. Carter retreating, drew her- 
ſelf up; and, “ you are heartily 
welcome, madam,” was only returned 
by a ſcornful toſs of the head. 

Mrs. Carter could ſcarcely con- 
tain her ire, during ſupper; yet took 
very kindly to the chicken. 

When ſhe retired with her daugh- 
ter to her chamber, ſhe threw her- 
ſelf in a chair, exclaiming, Alas! 
1 little thought the indignities I 
ſhould encounter, in gratifying my 
maternal feelings ;—you might have 
kept your low-hived aſſociate at a 

diſtance, - when I condeſcended to 
give you my company: but ſince 
you are an alien to every ſenſe of 


* I renounce you as well as 
your 


238 THE PARSON'S WI E- 
your father; and to-morrow I ſhall 
quit G, with augmented ſorrow; 
for I did flatter myſelf, though you 
had out-lived your beauty and your: 
fame, you retained a ſufficient re. 
membrance of yourſelf, * to loõKk 
contempt on little folks below.“ 
Wilhelmina was dejected to think 
a viſit from a parent, which might 
have been a ſolace and pleaſure, was 
attended with neither. 
However, next day, ſhe endea- 
voured to detain her mother, leſt 
hurrying journies ſhould too much. 
- fatigue, and in ſome faint hopes 
a longer time would more forcibly 
prove the advantages of her ſituation ; 
but her intreaties were ineffectual.— 
Mrs. Carter ſet off, ſaying, ** ſhe 
left her to the joys of her pig-ſtye, 
and the polite converſe of its ſuperin- 
tendant. | 


„„ A PARTING. 
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A PARTING. 


7 Mary was ſurpriſed to hear of Mrs, 
Carter's ſudden depature, but by 
no means ſorry. 

She believed Wilhelmina's reforma- 
tion too ſincere, to admit of a relapſe; 
but the plainly perceived her mother's 
converſation would not tend to 
ſtrengthen her good reſolutions, 
having given a ſpecimen at the rec- 
tory, that ſhewed her void of all 
principle. 

Mrs. Crawley declared, a viler 
compoſition of pride and affeQation,, 
had never fallen under her obſerva- 
tion ; that her manners and language 
were a complete burleſque on re- 
finement and ſenſibility.” 

And 
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And had, Mrs. Crawley known 
the particulars of Wilhelmina's ſto- 
ry, ſhe would alſo have pronounced 
Mrs. Carter a miracle of ingratitude, 
to remain unmoved by the benefits 
her daughter experienced. 
Mrs. Crawley and Miſs Willough- 
by, after paſling three months at 
the rectory, talked of bidding adieu. 

They were affured by Hadleigh 
and Mary, the longer they ſtayed, 


the greater would be the favour they f_ 


conferred; and Mrs. Crawley ſaid, 
& were her defires to ſtay, and thoſe 
to go, fairly balanced, the poor de- 
parting plan would ſoon kick the 
beam ; but her Preſence was really 
requiſite at home.” $57 

Parting being an evil the deareſt 
friends are obliged to endure, each 
endeavoured to ſubmit with a good 
grace. e 5 


. Crawley 
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Crawley, after eſcorting them part | 


of the road, ſaid, „he was not in- 
clined to ſing or dance that evening, 
but after his pillow had reminded him 
how unexpectedly he had ſo long en- 
joyed their enen, he ſhould be 
perfectly in tune.“ 

Mary, on moſt occaſions of regret, 
flew to her nurſery, where the little 


Mary ſmiled her into joy; nor were 


Betſey's careſſes received with a whit 
leſs pleaſure after ſhe became a mo- 
ther. As her affection for the en- 
gaging little orphan was unabating, 
ſo ſhe ſtored her mind, as it gradually 
opened, with every uſeful leſſon; 
and her infantine pleaſures were 
ſtudied as well as her improvement. 


Betſey was almoſt as much at Mr. 


Godfrey's houſe, as at the rectory, 
and received the moſt condeſcending 
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proofs of his and Mrs. Maddel's af- 
tection. 

Mr. and Mrs. Daviſon frequently 5 
ſent their grandchild tokens of their 
remembrance; and the latter grate- 
fully acknowledged to Mrs. Hadleigh 
that her health was greatly reſtored, 
fince ſhe heard that her daughter was 

bountifully ſupplied with comforts 
in her laſt hours, and in conſequence 
of ſeeing her child 1o generouſly 
protected. 
Mary doubtleſs rejoiced in having 
been inſtrumental to the good wo- 
man's recovery, 
She daily experienced that a 2 
act was the root of many exten - 
ſive branches, ſeparately grateful to 
the ſenſes, and ultimately forming 
an umbrageous ſhelter from the 


keen blaſts of ſelf- 1 85 


99 
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| CROSS PURPOSES, 


When Mrs. Carter returned to 


London, ſhe told her brother, ſhe 
would not have gone upon any ac- 


count, could ſhe have gueſſed how 


Wilhelmina's ſituation would ſhack 
bern 
1 What!“ ſaid Mr. Smith ſam 
are the poor girl's ſenſes quite 
fled ?” 


deal.” | 
«© Perhaps mei is no more.“ 


16 Were ſhe dead, ſaid Mrs. Car- 


ter, * I ſhould be reſigned, — but 

ſhe 1 is actually buried alive.“ 
The Lord defend me!“ replied 

Mr. Smithſon, with a countenance 
M 2 of 


66 worse og, than that, a great 
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of horror, . who has practiſed den 
cruelty?“ 5 
„Mrs. Hadleigh Mary Godfrey 
that was ;—all her doings.” 
„ Alas! yeurſex are ſo outrage 
ous againſt a frail ſiſter: but you 
are sten, ſuch an offence againſt 
humanityr could never come to 11 
in a Chriſtian land.“ 
What offence ?—what is the 
man talking of ?—I ſay ſhe is buried 
alive in an obſcure country town, 
with no employment but tending 
pigs and poultry; and no compa- 
nion but an old peaſant, who ſhat- 
ters one's nerves every time ſhe 
* her mouth.“ 
„Well —well—1 am mn glad to bear 
chis however“ | 
«© What are you glad of, barbarian?® 
* Glad 1 am miſtaken, to ang von g- 4 


_ 
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And Mr. Smithſon really thought 
it matter for rejoicing, that his niece 
was getting her bread honeſtly; but 
when he gathered from Mrs. Carter's 
further diſcourſe, that Wilhelmina 
was ſheltered from indigence, and” 
recalled to the paths of virtue, by 
Mrs; Hadleigh and her family, his 
heart warmed with admiration. 15 

Mr. Smithſon was a very reputable 
tradeſman; but, though dwelling in 
the midſt of the world, he was a no- 
vice in the ways of it; lis ſerupu- 
lous integrity rendered him dor- 
mant to his intefeſt; but, neverthe- 
lofs, gained him the ae will of all 
who knew him. : 

Nx had)g at times, an e 
of ſervility, which generally charac- 
terizes the ſordid; but his humble 
demeandur literally proceeded from ac 
tonaciouſneſs of offending, and a 

M3 ſenſe 
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ſenſe of religion, that prompted: hum, 
when his cloak was taken, to give 


his coat. 
His buſineſs brouglit him SY 


ſome returns; out of which he had 


portioned two daughters; but he, 


loved to fee. has friends ſurround . 
him, and ved up to the reevtinder 


of his income. 0 
His wife, with whom he 500 no 


ſoyrtune, had been dead a few years; 


and his mother reſided with him, to 


tions, he was very generous; and 


whatever charities fell in his way, he 
chearfully contributed towards them. 
He yas on affectionate terms with 


whom, as well as ſome other rela- 


the Carterg, becauſe he made it a 


principle to dwell in unity; but he 
thought them reprehenſible in their 


mode of bringing up their childrens 


4 
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and that Wilhelmina' conduct was 
ſuch as they might exaedd..:.. 11358 
His ſiſter's weakneſs appeared to 
him more flagrant than ever, in be- 
ing ſo wretchedly infenfible to her 
daughter's providential eſcape from 
vice and: ſhame ;—whoſe repent- 


ance affected him exceſſively; and he. 


determined to teſtify his ſatisfaction 
in it, by paying her a viſit ; — for 
which purpoſe, he procured her a 
rectioꝝ from her mother. 
About a week after Mrs. Carter 8 
returned to Hampton, Mr. minen 
appeared at the Widow Benfon's. 
Wilhelmina was pleaſingly ſur- 


| prized, to ſee her uncle, whole. wrath 


ſhe had often reflected on, during 


her-retirement ; though it had paſſed 0 


unheeded in her days of vanity. 
He Kindly « chid her for not writing 


to him previous to her ſettling. 
M's. She 
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She pleaded that ſhe felt ſo guilty, 


that it was too painful a taſk to ad- 
. dreſs the worthy. 


| Mary called about an hour after 
Mr. Smithſon arrived, and wondered: 
to find Wilhelmina bete-a: tete with a 
gentleman. | 
On being treats to him, the 
thought his attention to his niece 
ſpoke him affectionate and benevo- 
tent; and, before ſhe de parted, invited 
them both to nen che next wy at 
the rectory. £36 
Mr. Smithſon was charmed — 
Mary 's ſweetneſs and affability, ſay- 


ing, her — goodneſs was pe | 


ed in N Ne een 
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A DEROGATORY MARRIAGE 


© Mary informed Hadleigh of the 


| gueſts ſhe had inpites, and he pre- 
you 


- 
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pared to receive Mr. Smithſon as a 


very worthy character: nor did his 
appearance leſſen the idea. | 
The contraſt in him to his ſiſter: 
was truly ſtriking. | 
She had received every attention 
as inferior to thoſe her conſequence: 
 demanded—whereas, he ſeemed, as it 


were, uncommonly elated by the na- 


tice of the elegant and amiable. 


After thus partaking of hoſpitality 


at the rectory, he returned with his 
niece to Mrs. Benſon's, with whom 
he ſoon grew ſociable ; praiſing her 


domeſtic management, and the neat- 
neſs of her habitation ; in ſhort, the 
pleaſure and approbation he expreſ- 
ſed, = embelliſhed Wilhelmina 8 


Mr. Smithſon ſtaid a week at 


G —, during which time he pre- 


ſented his niece with a bank. note, 
M 5 bidding: 
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bidding her confider it as a pro- 
miſſory one, of the like ſum, every 
half year, till ſhe might be reſtored 
to her father's, houſe. He added, 
ſhe ſhould be welcome to reſide with 
him, - but he had no compenſation to 
offer the ſociety ſhe would then 
A 
Wilhelmina DIY berſelf 
wholly conſcious of his goodnels ; ; 
and parted from him with tears in 
her eyes. 3 
In leſs than a fortnight aker, the 
received à letter from her good uncle, 
acquainting her that her family were 
in freth tumults ; for Auguſtus, in- 
ſtead of marrying the young lady 
deſtined for him, was clandeſtinely 


united to her maid. Of the parti= - 


culars of the buſineſs he profeſſed 
Ignorance ; adding, he only knew 
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Mr. Carter was outr eos, and bag 
wife little better. 

Wilhelmina ſeriouſly ee 
in the diſtreſs of her parents; and 
ſhe could not conceive it greater than 
it was. 

Mr. Carter e * vengeance 
on his own perſon ; and threatened 
his wife, if ſhe approached him.— 
So Mrs. Carter bewailed in a diſtant 
corner, propheſy ing her end would 
be a broken heart. 

A week or more was paſſed in this 
tate, bordering on diſtraction, when 
Mr. Carter recollected his: ſon's wife 
was ennobled by being united to 
him; and, having no other chance 
of lawful iſſue, he deigned to be; re- 
conciled. 

I ſhall have Herculean hne N 
ſaid Mrs. Carter, to reſine the 
plebeian's manners; but, ſince ſhe is 


Ms... to 


. 


—— 
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to be taken notice of, I muſt attempt 
it, or ſuffer n innovations on 


my delicacy.” 
But Mrs. Auguſtus Many; in __ 


points, far excelled her mother-in- 
law, being a ſenſible, clever girl, 


though of mean parentage. 


She was unfeignedly attached to 


| her lady, whoſe MO to young 


Carter daily increafed. 

Marianne, however, hone him by 
no means diſguſting; and as weakneſs 
and vanity, his too reigning foibles, 


were eaſily worked on, at the ex- 
pence of a few compliments to his 


perſon, and well- timed hints of his 
fruitleſs purſuit to gain Miſs Bel- 


| mont's affections, not omitting the 


poſſeſſion he had of her's—ſhe ſet 
her miſtreſs free, and enſured herſelf 
an honourable ſettlement, 


Her 
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Her perſonal attractions and pecu- 
lar archneſs, no doubt, capitally aſ- 
ſiſted the plan. 
Auguſtus would exclaim, when ſhe 
threw herfelf in his: way, „there is: 
no reſiſting fate —I have now all the 
tender e * mother talks 
of! $9” | 

Marianne had not only the adreſs: 
to become an oſtenſible gentlewoman, 
but to. conduct herſelf accordingly. 

Her firſt aim was to convert her 
huſband's paffion into a well- founded 
eſteem, which, by attaching him to 
another object, beſides himſelf, bid 
fair to render him a leſs contemptible 
being than he had hitherto been. 


A JOURNEY TO LONDON. 


Hailleigh and Mary had long beer 
1 by Mr. and Mrs. Mordant 
10 
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to viſit London, and after ſeeing 
their little girl happily recovered from 
inoculation, they left her under Mr. 
and Mrs. Mansfield's care, with 
many a . and ſet off for 
the capital. ; 

Mary was ever anxious to comply 
with: the wiſhes of her huſband's. pa- 
rents :; and the pleaſure they expreſſed” 
in ſeeing her and their ſon, ſeemed to 
do away ſome uneaſi neſs the. l from 
leaving home. | 
+ She acknowledged too 1 don was. 

a charming place—and to gaze at it: 

was worth, at any time, two days 
journey: adding, the auguſt ſplen · 

dour of a flouriſhing city aſtoniſh- 
ingly charmed her ſenſes ; but the 
pleaſures of the country, which re- 
quired ſome wooing, were infinitely. 
more permanent. | 


A gay 
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A gay crowd reforted to Mr. Mor- 
dant's houſe, to ſee the country par- 


fon and his wife; - various were the 


_ obſervations paſſed on them. 


Mary was pronounced eafy, for- 
mal, chearful, ftupid, aukward, 


graceful, according to the real or 


prejudiced opinions of the viſitors: 


moſt of them had ſeen her before ſhe 


was married; but, being converted 
into a domeſtic ammal, and living 


twelve months fucceffively in the 
country, muſt neceſſarily cauſe A 
wonderful alteration. 

HFadleigh, they alſo expected, would 
be transformed, and ſo he was, in- 


deed, for the better ;—** he uſed,” 

ſaid they, 4 © be grave, as if wa, 
ning his college leflons ; but now he 
18 particalarly a and atten - 


tive.“ : 


Both 


2 + ** 
* 1 
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- Both: Hadleigh'and Mary were ever 
ſo in all companies; ever conforma- 
ble to circumſtances and ſituation; 
and no perſon, to ſee them, . with 
modiſſi elegance, join the gay cir- 
cles at Rane lagh, rout, or opera, 
could conceive their different avoca- 
tions at G——. 

Mary ſeized: the firſt en 
to viſit Jemima's parents — whole 
perſonal knowledge of her father, 
and admiration of her character, en- 
ſured her a pleaſing reception: 
They had juſt heard. from Jemi- 
ma, who was ſympathizing in the 
deep affliction of Lady Newland, for 
the loſs of her- daughter. 
Mary ſtarted at the news; exclaim- 
ing, is Madame de Beaumont no 
more!“ upon which, Mrs. Conway. 
ſhewed her Jemima's letter, who re- 
lated that Lady Newland had been 
ſome | 


— 
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ſome weeks diſturbed at not hearing: 
from France, when a letter arrived 
from the Chevalier, acquainting her 
that he had loſt his wife, by the birth 
of a ſon, a very promiſing child ;— 


but, as yet, the Chevalier ſaid, he 


thought more of the comfort ſnatched: 


from him than of that he embraced ; 
as Madame de Beaumont, in the an- 
guiſh of a ſevere illneſs, affectingly 
declared, if her life could be ſpared, 
ſhe would ſpend it very differently 
to what the had done; but, in the; 


midſt of her good intentions, ſhewas 


taken off. It appeared ſhe had been 
ſome time declining, yet would never: 
ſuffer any reſtraint on account of her 
health. 2 

Mrs. Lewiſham painted 10 News 


land's grief as extremely ſevere. 


Y though ſhe was thankful Emilia at 
| length 
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length was bleſſed with due reflec- 


tron. | | FAY 
« Tuftly thankful,” ſaid Mary; © and. 
Fam happy Lady Newland has that 


fource of conſolation, who is a truly 


amiable woman ;” in which ſhe was 
ſincerely joined by Mr. and Mrs. 


Conway, who loved her lady ſhip for 


her friendſhip to their daughiter. 

Mary ſpent a day with the worthy: 
couple, as ſociably as if they had been. 
old acquaintances. —Their little girl, 
the laſt of their flock to provide for, 
was engagingly intimate; whoſe 
heart Mary wen, by promiſing tos 
_w her to. _ mee 


2 ug currt- -OHA 1. 


8 2 * * 8 
. N — 
— c 4 * oo 


The day after the vile; at hog: 


fri Uh, Hodleigh. and Mary made an 
excurſion 
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excurſion to ſee the other family of 
the Conways, whom they met with 
that ſatis faction, valued: friends, who 
have been ſome time n evet 
experience. 

Mary accuſed e of breaking 


their word, in not viſiting G- 


Mrs. Conway produced her child, 


as one apology, who had been ill; 
and her uncle, was nn on the 
ſame account. 8 

Mary was concerned for Mr. Bar- 
rington's illneſs; but rejoiced the 
little Harriet was recovered, who 
looked the picture of health ; and 


from reminding her of her own lovely 

infant, had a double ſhare of her ca- 

rèſſes. 

Mrs. ae with friendly ea- 

gerneſs, enquired after Mr. Godfrey 

and "es Maddel, and gladly: received. 
| GatisfaQory 


F 
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ſaisfactory anſwers as to their health 


and happineſs. C 
<6: Yes;” ſaid ſhe, 4 1 3 


| their happineſs EA Soc 


by removing to G 1 ſoon 
perceived all my ie arts to 
detain them ee us would. be 
unavailing 1 

Enquiries enſued Se hn Had- 
leighs relative to the family, n. 


frey-hall. uon act 
% They are, I believe, (cad h. 


Conway) in the common accepta- 


tion, good kind of people; — they 
live quietly in the neighbourhood, 
without doing: either good or harm; 
the old gentleman. is ſolicitous to 


ſettle his children advantageouſly... 
and wiſhed to give one ofhis.daugh - 


ters, a pretty agreeable girl, to young! 
* F 5 vou have heard no. 
doubt, 


ate 
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doubt, that her maid became ber 


7 
, % 


rival. e ee 
Mary ſaid, the) had heard the 
curious hiſtory;?? which brought on a 
converſation on the Carters, and the 
particulars which have been related, 
were diſcuſſed: Mrs. Conway adding 
to them, that the young couple re- 
ſided at Teddington, and that Mrs. 
Auguſtus Carter had been viſited by 
ſeveral families, not from reſpect, 
as might be ſuppoſed, but from 
curioſity; and indeed was generally 
very well ſpoken of, for not afſum- 
ing ill-founded airs, and for giv- 
ing her huſband more conſequence 
than he had ever before appeared 
with {3 
« La W (replied Mary) 
the parents bear the event with to- 
lerable compoſure. 
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Ves; (ſald Mrs. Conway) Mr. 


Carter makes out his daughter-1n- 


law is well born, ſo that one would 


think he had her pedigree on de- 
mand; and Mrs. Carter ſays, it was 


the poor girl's tender, uncontroulahle 


paſſion, induced her to reſide near 
him, though in humble guiſe; tho 


every body knows, added Mrs. Con- 


way, „that Marianne lived: with 


Miſs Belmont long before. He: came 


to Hampton.“ 
Mary ſaid, .it would be cailpable 


in any perſon to contradict any ab- 
ſurdity that ſtrengthened family 


unity; which obſervation cloſed the 


F ſubject. 


Hadleigh and Mary 9 on many 


former aequaintances, but deemed 


the Carters unworthy notice; theres 
fore quitted Hampton without fee- 
ing them: but they did not, on their 

3 return 
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return to London, treat Mr. Smith- 
ſon with the like negle&, whom they 
_ viſited and invited to Pall Mall. 
The rector and his wife had been 


about ten days from home, — in leſs 


than ten more they thought of re- 
turning. 

Mary had bad twice from her 
friend Conſtance that her child and 
all friends were well; which ren- 
dered every ſcene more delightful. 


A SHORT RET RO SPECT. 


Mary wrote a letter of condo- 
lence to Lady Newland, and heard 
by return of poſt: from Mrs. Lewi- 
ſham, that her ladyſhip, when more 
conipoſed; meant to acknowledge her 


kindneſs, * 
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Kindneſs ; though, at that time, the 
was as reſigned as could be expected. 

It appeared the Mr. Peytons were 
on a viſit at Newland Houſe, en- 
deavouring to mitigate their aunt's 


grief. Jemima ſaid, * ſhe thought 


them both pleaſing young men, par- 
ticularly the youngeſt, perhaps from 


having ſeen moſt of him, as he fre- 


quently ſtrolled to the cottage. 
Jemima did not dwell further on 


the ſubject in her letter, but her 
thoughts were much engroſſed by 


Mr. Robert Peyton's attentions to 
her ſiſter. 


She imagined Jane too young to 
Aiirſpire ſerious thoughts; but exactly 
of an age to imbibe them; and feared, 
from the total inequality of circum- 


ſtances, it could never be a match. 
She would not ſpeak her ſenti- 


ments to her ſiſter, leſt the affair 
— 
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might derive too much conſequence 
from ſuch a converſation ; but ſhe 
revealed them to her huſband and 
father-in-law, who bid a conviction 
of Mr. Robert Peyton's honour 4 
pel her doubts. _ | 

And the Lewiſhams a did ik 
Juſtice, as a ſhort time after evinced, 
when he told his aunt © he preferred 
Jane Conway to every girl he had 
ever ſeen; and believed, notwith- 
ſtanding her youth, ſhe would make 
an excellent wife.“ | 

Lady Newland replied, * your 
fortune, my dear Robert, intitles you 
to chuſe without conſulting pecu- 
niary advantages; and I ſee no ob- 
ſtacle to your union with Jane, of 
whom I have as good an opinion as 
you can have, and think ſhe may 
| Prove a more. prodent; choice than 


Vol. I. a woman 


4 
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a woman with a larger portion, and 


qualified to ſpend it.“ 
But Lady Newland alſo advice 


her nephew not to be haſty, as 


they were each very young, and 
liable to miſtake their real ſenti- 


ments.“ 
Peyton thought che ne part 


of his aunt's ſpeech extremely wiſe, 


but the latter ſuperabundantly ſo; 
and being of a diſpoſition, to'be rapid 
in executing, as well as planning, he 


fle to Godfrey Cottage, where he 


effectually converted Mrs. Lewi- 


| ſham's diſquiet into ſatisfaction, and 
received all the encouragement he 
could hope from her ſiſter, who 


requeſted time to think on a ſub- 


ject, on which ſhe had never be- 
fore beſtowed a thought. 
Jane Conway much reſembled 


— in perſon, but was of graver 
1 manners 8 
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manners; inheriting from her mo- 
ther a ſerene ſteadineſs, which pro- 
duced a ſolidity above her years. 
Robert Pevton wrote to his pa- 
rents, and his letter was accompa- 


nied by one from Jemima, which 


convinced them they were likely to 
be ſingularly fortunate in the oo 
ſal of their children. 

Mrs. Conway went the ſame day 
to Pall Mall, to convey the news to 


Mrs. Hadleigh, who had alfo let- 


ters from Lady Newland and 
Jemima. 

Mary rejoiced in the voſt of 
ſo pleaſing an event; and could 
further illuſtrate Mr. Robert Pey- 
ton's character, from a perſonal ac- 
quaintance with him. 

His name recalled to her memory 
her viſit to Emilia at Newland-houſe, 


on her return from ſchool. = 
; N 2 Mary 


* 


268 THE PARSONS WI r k. 
Mary could not avoid ruminating 
(after Mrs. Conway left her) on 
the various occurrences ſince that 
day. 

The death of Madam de Beau- 
mont was almoſt the only one that 


extorted a painful ſigh. 

Mary's huſband and child, the 
many valuable friends ſhe had ac- 
quired, and the continued health of 


her father and Mrs. Maddel, all float- 
ed on her imagination in bliſsful 


eddies, and the tide of mne 
over akin her . 


SUICIDE, 


Mary and Hadleigh, after bidding 
adieu to their friends in London, 


arrived ſafe at the rectory, where 
their 
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their return could not fail to dit- 
fuſe joy. l 

As many letters having paſſed as 
the time would admit, there was 
little news to relate on either fide; 
but a letter from Mrs. Daviſon, to 
Mary, which arrived the day before, 
contained a piece of intelligence very 
unexpected; which was, that Win- 
terton, continuing the name of 
Stanley, | was a boarder in the. far- 
mer's family. | 
Mrs. Daviſon mentioned him as 
a gentleman who came a ſtranger 
into the country, and not finding a 
"houſe to ſuit him, her huſband Had. 
agreed to accommodate him until 
one was vacant ;—that ſhe diſcover- 
ed he had a knowledge of Mr. God- 
frey, by his exclaiming, on the 
mentioning of his name, that he 

N 3 | believed, 
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believed, if he retreated to the Anti- 
podes, Mr. Godfrey would be talked 
of!“ — Therefore, Mrs. Daviſon 
added, the family at G might 
he ſomewhat acquainted with Mr. 
Stanley's character, and though the 
enquiry was rather late, her huſ- 
band and herſelf begged the favour 
to know if they were in any * 
of loſing by him.“ 

- Whilſt Mr. Godfrey was debating 
hols Mrs. Daviſon's letter ſhould be 
anſwered, conſiſtent with clemency 
.and: juſtice,” another arrived from 
'the ſame quarter, that conveyed a 
ſevere ſhock; relating that Mr. Stan- 
ley had died ſuddenly, much to be 
dreaded from the effect of poiſon. | 
That he had confined himſelf to 


is room for a few days, which led 


them to imagine he was ill; yet he 


made no complaint; and one evening, 
when 
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when he came down to diſcharge 
bis debt for board and lodging, he 
appeared in health; but the next 
morning was found dead in his bed. 
Mrs. Daviſon ſaid, . ſhe was par- 
ticdjarin her account, as it appeared 
Mr. Godfrey and Mr. Stanley muſt 
have been friends; all his effects 
being On! 4 Henry God- 
frey, Eſq; of G in G 
thire. ol] 
This event produced a train of 
melancholy reflections in Mr. God- 
frey, and thoſe intereſted i in all that 
concerned him. 
It may be truly aſſerted, that the 
unhappy fraud did not occaſion to 
the injured party, half the diſturb- 
ance effected by Wanterton's death.. 
Mr. Godfrey thought it expedi- 
ent to anſwer Mrs. Daviſon's letter 
nn and never being too 
N 4 much 
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much enveloped in his own affairs, 
to forget the ſatisfaftion of others. 
He made little Betſey the compa- 
nion of his journey, who proved an 
expreſſive introduction for him to 
her relations. 1 Its 


The coroners kdviny brought oo 
| lee verdict lunacy, they were pre- 


paring for Winterton's funeral. 
Mr. Godfrey attended it as a chief 


mourner, and n performed 
the office. 


Mr. and Mrs. Daviſon modeſtly 


expreſſing ſome ne ab 


the deceaſed, 
„He. was (ſaid Mr. Godfrey) the 


child of a worthy couple, whoſe 


only failing was indulging him in 


a turn for expence W his cir- 


cumſtances. 
% In his days of youth and lux- 


to 
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to his ſocial qualities I was attached, 
but— (here Mr, Godfrey pauſed) 
but in other points we differed, -  *! 
He was long abroad, during 
which time, I heard of the death of 
his parents; but for himſelf, my 
ouly knowledge of him in the ſpace 
of twenty-one years, was meeting” 
him by accident eighteen months 
ago; bearing afterwards he reſided 
in the north, and being now aſſured 
of his having paid the grand Abe. 
that cancels every other.“ | 

The. Daviſons were rather * 
preſſed by the diſtreſſing event hap- 
pening in their houſe, but ſoon, 
grew chearful in the ſociety of one 
they ſo much reſpected and the 
ſight of their grandchild ever, de- 
lighted them. + 

This was her third viſit, to them; 
each time they beheld Betſey, her 
. Ns improve- 


Wy. 
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improvements aſtoniſhed them, and | 
inſpired. reiterated gratitude to her 
patrons. , | 
The good couple were convinced, 
dy the inſtance in their own family, 
that the ſupreme Being, at His di- 
vine pleaſure, produced good from 
evil,—converting affection 1 into won 


1 50. 


THE LEGACY. 
Mr. Godfrey, upon inſpecting Win- 
terton s eſcrutore, found a letter, di- 
n. to * I} 


* Tg Henzy GopT RRV, Eſq. 
„ Oh! Godfrey, life 18 ne 


P ng . 
1 ©; ; 66 „ Be- 
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« Be not ſhocked when you hear 
I have added ſuicide to my other 
crimes. N | 

I repaid my pion 8 tenderneſs 
by reducing them with ſorrow to 
their grayes. , 

For I have every radar to think 
my conduct towards you haſtened 
their end; what's more, | feel it did. 

I know you have forgiven me; 
but J cannot forgive myſelf. 

«* Your idea, ever ſince I ſaw you 
tot yet merciful, has adhered 
to my heart like a pointed dagger, 

and every mention of your name 
plunged it deeper: 1 have ſought to 
elude the penetrating ſound, but 
Your benevolence 1 is too popular for 
my peace; though, I doubt not, it 
has everlaſtingly ſecured your own. 

N You may think of eternity—but 
12 cannot Il ruſh forward, without 
0 _ N6/:: : __ 
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_ » deliberation, for no tortures can ex- 
ceed thoſe of a guilty conſcience.— 
Remorſe, without Hops! 15 inſuf- 
portable. 6 

e I repay you all 1 can. Three 

thouſand is far ſhort but if, by the 
diſpoſal of that ſum, you can make 
my 7 leſs hateful, do. 


tC wel WiNnTERTON.” 


Mr. „ Godfrey fourd the ſum dated 
in the eſcrutore, which he appropri- 
ated to his charitable fund. 

He appointed bread to be diſtributed 
every fortnight, in the pariſh where 
Winterton died, as his legacy ; and, 
as the Daviſons were above accepting 
any preſent but a ſnuff-box and read- 
ing-glaſs, his cloaths and moveables 

were 


© 
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were to be diſpoſed of for the benefit 
of the indigent neighbours. | 

Mr. Godfrey, after tranſacting this 
buſineſs, took leave of the Daviſon's ; 


but, deſigning to paſs a week at Sir 
Robert Mansfield's, he left Betſey to 


be ſent after him to Mountain Grove, 
where he moſt agreeably ſurprized 
the Baronet and his fiſter ; who ran 
over twenty omens there had been of 
a ſtranger coming ta the houſe ; per- 


ſuading Mr. Godfrey he had been 


ſuſpended, ten days ſucceſſively, 
from the firſt bar of the parlour- 
ſtove; but he thought that, and all 
the good lady's ſigns, more conteſti- 
ble than thoſe ſhe denoted of being 
Flad to fee him. 


He had many 3 to anſwer 


concerning all friends at G 


and he * his time very pleaſantly, 
85 E till 
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till Betfey's arrival bead him of a 
| departing: . | 
He deſired firſt to be dannen with 

all the news Mrs. Elizabeth could 
fend to Mrs. Mansfield and his 
a * 18 
„ Pell them,” ſaid i, 66 Sm 
Sally Lewin makes a very good wife; 
and has gat a good 'huſband.—All 
neighbours, high and low, - continu- 
ally aſk after them ; as to Mrs. Had- 
leigh, ſhe is known by. no other 


name than the good fairy; and, if 


ſhe does not ſoon appear amongſt 
us in her uſual form, it will be con- 
cluded ſhe has aſſumed ſome other, 
to effect the * nnn the ever 


had in view.” 
Mary's praiſe in any garb was mu- 


ſic to her father's ears; he left 
Mountain Grove with the pleaſing 
vibration, and ri ſafe at G 


9 


where 
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where all friends united in his opi- 
nion, reſpecting Winterton, that 


condemnation ſhould end with his 


being, and the prevailing ſentiment 
of ſurvivors be the Chriſtian hope, 


that he found that mercy abounding 


Heaven promiſes, 


CONCLUSION. 


Mary was again re-inſtated in the 
—, which her 
heart delighted in; judiciouſly divi- 


avocations at G 


ding her hours amongſt the poor and 


the rich, and fully exerciſing every . 


conjugal, filial, and maternal ſenti- 
ment. 


The houſe af the widow Benſon was | 


a favourite reſort ; where ſhe was vir= 
* * in witneſſing Wil- 
helmina' 8 
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helmina's improvement in every pro- 
per thought whoſe peace of mind 
was more obvious, after the atten- 
tions ſhewn by her uncle Smithſon. 
One day, whilſt Mary was ſitting 
at work with her, a letter came from 
him, which ſhe began to read aloud, 
but could not proceed, A 
It informed her that her mother 3 
life was deſpaired of, in a bilious 
fever; and he adviſed her, by all 
means, to haſten to Hampton. 
Wilhelmina needed not intreaties | 
to ſet off the next morning early; 
and the day after arrived at her uncle 
Smithſon's, who is her to 


her father's. 7 
She threw herſelf at his * con- | 


Juring him to let her ſee her mo- 
ther. 
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He was at firſt incenſed at her for- 
eing herſelf into his preſenee; but 
her humiliation abated his wrath. 
Fou are mainly altered, indeed, 
girl,” ſaid he; what, now you 
have loſt your beauty, you know how 
to pay proper deference :—yes, you 
may go to your mother, who is woe - 
ful ill.“ 
When Mrs. Carter was informed 
her daughter was come expreſsly to 
fee her, O,“ ſaid ſhe, „I ſhould 
have had notice a week beforehand, 
to prepare myſelf for the affecting in- 
terview ;—but I am doomed to per- 
turbations to my laſt hour: becauſe 
every body about mie is callous to the 
tender feelings.” 

Wilhelmina being at length ad- 
mitted, was, ſhocked to perceive the 
conſiderable change in her mother. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Carter, from her corpulent 
habit, was a bad ſubje& for a fever; 


and expired a few days after, in the 


midſt of her nen 5 r led 
care. 

The e e of his: wife's. 
death, fecmed to inſpire Mr. Carter 


with an idea that there were other in- 
terruptions to the joys of wealth and 


pomp, beſides a failure in accumula- 
tion, and derogatory marriages. | 
J did not think ſhe would die,“ 
ſaid he; but, fince ſhe is gone, I 


will ſhew my regard to her memory, 


by a funeral that hn W __ 


| ſtare.” 1 *. 


© Rather ſhew it,” ad Mr. 


Smithſon, by retaining her daugh- 


ter under your roof; we moſt ho- 
nour the dead, by cheriſhing the ſur- 
viwors whom they loved.“ 


Mrs. 
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„% Mr. Smithſon, I x . zot aſk. 
your counſel,” {aid Mr. CE, ſur- 
e the. 
The good man was eaſily filenced ; 
but he found, though his overtures 
were treated contemptuouſſy, that | 
Mr. Carter meant to act properly; 
having told Wilhelmina ſhe ſhould 
not be beholden to ſtrangers any 
longer, but remain with him; and, 
he ſuppoſed, her face was good ſe- 
curity againſt another elopement : — 
upon which Wilhelmina wrote 


7 Mrs. HADLEIGH. 


% My DEARBST Mapa, 


« I only arrived time 
enough to cloſe my mother's eyes, 
which has oppreſſed me with melan- 

choly ; 
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choly; but J cannot defer informing 
you that the event has ſoftened my 
father's heart in my favour, and the 
ſhelter of a parent's roof is once mort 

afforded me; as ſuch, it muſt be dear 
to me—but the loſs of your ſociety 
will be irreparable. 

« All you have ever ſaid i is indeli- 
bly imprinted on my memory. My 
gratitude can only ceaſe with my 
being; and, may each bleſſing con- 
ferred on me, rebound ten- fold to 
you and your's. 

„ have ſeen my brother and his 
wife; ſhe appears neither ill bred or 
ignorant ; and, I hope, will ſucceed 
in the pains ſhe apparently takes, to 
make Auguſtus reſpectable: — he is 
2M —_— leſs of a coxcomb than he 
Wt Adieu my beſt friend: 0 will 
not offer wy father's reſpects till 

5 - I have 
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1 have made him ſenſible of my 
wonderful obligations; — my uncle 
Smithſon begs I will not omit his. 
My tears flow, to think how 
long it may be before I converſe 
with you again ; but a reconciliation 
with my father is what I have in- 
ceſſantly prayed for, and muſt be 
thankful my prayers are heard :;— | 
How undeſerving am I of every 
bleſſing ! but if a life congenial to 
the ſentiments Heaven, through you, 
has inſpired, can make atonement, 
it ſhall not be wanting. By purſuing 
the path you have pointed out, I 
ſhall convince you more than by 
words, that I am your 


6 g rateful 


* „ WILHELMINA.“ 
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This letter was accompanied by 
one to Mrs. Benſon, to whom ſhe 
wrote very affectionately ; appointing 
her ſucceſſor to her ſhare in the farm, 
well knowing Mrs. Hadleigt. would 
approve the transfer. 
Mary's wiſhes were now kay 
ſulfilled reſpecting Wilhelmina, who 
was welcomed, on her return home, 

from a quarter ſhe leaſt expected. 
Mr. and Mrs. Conway, by making 
her a very friendly viſit, at once pro- 
ved their innate goodneſs and alert- 
neſs, to follow Mrs. Hadleigh's ex- 
cellent example, 

The amiable couple joked on Mr, 

Godfrey and his daughter, as at the 
pinnacle of human perfection: — 
indeed every friend coincided in the 
ſame opinion, and rejoiced Mary was 
united to a man, whoſe aſlimilative 
mind exulted in her benevolent dif- 
poſition, 
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poſition, and who fondly concurred 
in every amiable procedure, 
For Hadleigh and Mary were mu- 
tually convinced, “ felicity's firmeſt 
baſis was virtue ;?—/ihe the judicious 
* architeft, building their houſe on a 
rock that neither winds or waves could 
move. 


A 


